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David and Jonathan; |essons to buildinga goocl
relationship

Great and strong re!ationsl'nips aren’t born that way. Thcy are worked at. It takes sacrifice,

commitment and total devotion to have a strong and liFelong re!ationslﬁip.

I also must mention that we need to be led by the Holg SPirit to develop re!ationslﬁips and how
decp tl'xey ougl'lt to be.

Additiona”g, there is a level of closeness we need to avoid and be cxtrcmcly cautious with the
OPPositc sex lest we get ensnared bg the devil. We do not want to get ourselves in emotional ties

with the oPPositc sex other than our spouse.

Below are some outstanding characteristics that we see Projected in this relationship between

David and Jonathan.
a) Love

1 Samuel 18:1, 17 “And it came to pass, when he had made an end of sPcaking unto Saul, that
the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.
And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he loved him: for he loved him as he

loved his own soul.”

D Love is one of the main foundations for buildinga good and !ong~|asting rcla’cionship.
This is an agape type of love. God’s kind of love.

i Love is not love if it is not demonstrated.

i We ought not to love in word. Angone can. We are to love in deeds and in action.



V) 1John3:18 My Jittle children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; butin deed and
in truth.”

v) True love will have actions. It is notjust cl'leap talk. Until then, that love is still not in

truth.
b) Commitment

1 Samuel 18:3 “Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own

soul.”
D Thisis re{:erringto an alliance or Pledge between each other.
i These two swore eternal Friendship to one another
i) Promised to alwags be loyal friends and to be there for each other in everg’ching.
V) These are signs of commitment to a rela’cionship and Friendship.
c) Giving

1 Samuel 18:4 “And Jonathan str/lb/oca’ himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to
David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to bis bow, and to his gira//c. 7

D) Giving is a foundation for a stronger relationship.

i) Jonathan did not love David in words. He Put actions to his words bg giving to David.

He gave him his:
e Robe
e Garments
e Sword
e Dow
e Girdle.



i) Giving is a major aspect of bui!ding Friendships. Without giving to one another, our

Fricnclslﬁips will never g0 far.

iv) Giving can be more than tlﬁings. It could be help, time, support and many other tlﬁings,

but ultima‘celg, we need to be gjvers.

v) When God decided to pursue a deep re[ations]ﬂip with mankind, He gave. He gave His
only Son (John 3:16).

o Whenwe love, we give FULLSTOP.

vi) 1 dom’t take gving lightly. For instance, when someone gjves you money, theg have

given you more than money:

° T]’]eg have given you their savings.

e Sweat
e Hardwork
e Time

e A Portion of their life

e Partof their retirement

e Care

e T[uture

e Putyou ahead of themselves.

° T]’]eg have ascribed value to you.
d) Dclight

1 Samuel 1 9:2 But Jonathan Saul's son a’c/[gﬁtca’ much in David- and Jonathan told Daviaf
saﬂ/hg Saul my father secketh to kil thee: now tﬁcrcfore, / pray t/7€c, take heed to tﬁﬂsc/f
until the morming, and abide in a secret /D/zace, and bide t/ysc/ﬁ

D We need to cle[iglﬁ’c in one another. Jonathan was Pleased with and took Pleasure in

David. This was essentials in buildinga strong Friendship and relationslﬁip. This would
have been imPossible if she was not delig]ﬁtcd with David.
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e) SPcalc goocl of one another
1 Samuel 19:4 And Jonathan sloo,éc gooa/ of David unto Saul bis father, and said unto bim, Let
not the ,é/n‘g sin against his servant, against David- because he hath not sinned against thee,

and because his works have been to thee-ward very gooa’:

D Jonathan did not love David secre’cly‘ It was Public to the Point that it got him at odds
with his father, King Saul.

D we truly love someone, we will sPeak higHg of them and not entertain anyone who
sPeaks negativelg about them. Jonathan stood up for David in both words and

actions.

i I we spcak nega’cive!g about our rela’cionships, those rela’cionsl'xips will never grow

CJCCPCI" and CIOSC.

. Eplﬁesians 431 “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil

sPeaking, be put away from you, with all malice:”
P Sseek favor and Promotion for one another

1 Samuel 19:7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan showed him all those ’c]’mings. And

Jonathan brough’c David to Saul, and he was in his presence, as in times past.

D Jonathan did cverytlﬂing he Possib!g could to elevate David. He sought favor and

Promo’cion for him.
i) This should be how we treat our rela’cionships if theg are to grow dcepcr and stronger.
g Favor before one another.
1 Samuel 20:3 And David swore moreover, and said, Tlﬁg father certainlg knoweth that I have

found gracein thine eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be gricved: but
tru!g asthe LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there isbut a step between me and death.



D) Rclationships thrive on grace and favor. No relationslﬁip will g0 this far without these

ingrcclients‘

i David had found grace in the eyes and Jonathan which Playccl a major Part in builcjing
this relationsl-nip.

h) Whatsoever thy soul desireth

1 Samuel 20:4 “Then said Jonathan unto David, whatsoever thg soul desireth, 1 will even do /#
for thee.”

D We have to be wi”ing to do whatever we Possibly can to help one another.

Rclationships thrive on sacrifice.

i) Jonathan was wi”ing to do whatsoever he could for David. Of course, there are
boundaries and limits to this, such as it has to be a godly ’c]’ming that we are cloing to
help one another. It is not true love to b[indly £0 against the Word of God to appease

or fulfill a requcst of a friend.
) Defend and protect one another

1 Samuel 20:12-13 “And Jonathan said unto David, O LORD God of Israel, when 1 have
sounded my father about tomorrow any time, orthe third a’aﬂ, and, bc]'lold, i there be good
toward David, and I then send not unto thee, and show it thee; The LORD do so and much
more to Jonathan: but if it P[ease my father to dothee evil, then 1 will show it thee, and send
thee away, that thou mayest go in peace: and the LORD be with thee, as he hath been with
my father.

D Jonathan Protected and defended David. He revealed all that could have Pu’c his life
in dangcrjust to spare his life and Pro’cect him from any Pitmca”s.

i) buildinga good Friends]ﬂip and relationslﬁip will requirc s’cancling up for each other and

one another.

P Kindness



1 Samuel 20:15 But also thou shalt not cut off tlﬁg kindness from my house forever: no, not
when the LORD hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth.

D We need to be kind to one another. Jonathan was kind to David and was asking David
to be kind to his house forever. Jonathan knew that David would become king ¢
Samuel 23:17).

i) Eplﬁesians 4:31-32 “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil
sPeaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to anothcr,
tenderhearted, Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath Forgiven

»

you.
i We reap what we sow. Jonathan sowed kindness to David, and he reapecl the same.

k) Putothers ahead of 3oursc|{:.

1 Samuel 20:28-%% And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnes’cly asked /zave of me to goto
Bethlehem: And he said, Let me £0, ! pray thee; for our Family hath a sacrifice in the city; and
my brother, he hath commanded me 7o Ae there: and now, if 1 have found favor in thine eyes,
let me get away, J pray t]’lCC, and see my brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto the king's
table. Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the
perverse rebellious woman, do not 1 know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own
congusion, and unto the confusion of ’cl’my mother's nakedness? Foras longast]ﬂc son of Jesse
liveth upon the grouncl, thou shalt not be cstablishccl, nor tl'ly lcingclom. Wherefore now send
and fetch him unto me, for he shall surelg die. And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and
said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? what hath he done? And saul cast ajavelin at him
to smite him: wl'nereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to slag David.

D Saul was angry at Jonathan because he put David ahead of himself, risking never
becoming king.

i) Notice the words “thou shalt not be cstablishccl, nor thy lcingclom.”

i) In other words, Saul was saying as long as David is alive, you will never become king.
Jonathan knew this, yet he still put David ahead of himself knowing he would never be
king.



m)

n)

o)

) Thisis truly God’s kind of love. Jonathan was not out for himself. He gave up wealth,

power and honor for David.
e He was almost killed for deFending and Put’cing David ahead of himself.
Strcngthcn and encourage One another
1 Samuel 23:16-17 And Jonathan Saul's son arose, and went to David into the Wooaf and
sfrcngtﬁcncd his hand in God. And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father
shall not find i'/wsc; and thou shalt be ,é/ng over lsrac[ and 1 shall be next unto t/7c=c,- and that

also Saul my father knoweth.

D We need to remember to s’crengtl'len one another. We all need cncouragemcnt.

Jonathan encouraged David, hence strengt]'lening him.
Lamented for his friend
2 Samuel 1:17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son:

) Again, this is a sign of true Friends]'xip. David lamented over Jonathan. He was not
rej'oicing at the death of his dear friend.

i) Romans 12:15 “Rejoicc with them that do rcjoice, and weep with them that weep.”
No division

2 Samuel 1:23 “Saul and Jonathan were /ovc[g and /D/casant in their lves, and in their death tﬁcy
were not divided- i'/my were switter than eag/cs, t/w:y were stronger than lions.”

D When we are not divided, we will be swifter ‘coge’c]'mer and stronger togethcr.
i Thisisa Powemcu[ lesson from David and Jonathan's re!ationship.

Never Forgct your friend. chP your Word!



2 Samuel 9:1-7 And DaV/t;/sa/d /s there yet any that is left of the house of Saul that 1 may

show him kindness for Jonathan's sake? And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose

name was Ziba. And when tﬁcy had called him unto David, the ,é/n‘g said unto bim, Art thou

Ziba? And he sa/'af T/y servant is he. And the L/'ng sa/af /s there not yet any of the house of
Saul, that] may show the kindness of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the ,é/n‘g; Jonathan

hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet. And the ,é/n‘g said unto bim, Where is he? And Ziba

said unto the k/'ng Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. Then

,é/ng David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lo-

debar. Now when Mclo/ﬂ)os//ctﬁ, the son of . Jonat/mn, the son of- Sau/, was come unto Da v/af

he tell on his [acc, and did reverence. And David sa/'af Mc/D/WZ)os/mf/?. And he answcrcc{

Behold tﬁﬂ servant! And David said unto bim, Fear not: for I will surc[g show thee kindness for
Jonathan i'/zg father's sakc, and will restore thee all the land of Saul t/y fat/wr; and thou shalf
cat bread at my table cont/hua//ﬂ.

D David did not have to do this, but he had made a covenant with his friend Jonathan. In
due time, David kep’c his covenant and Pledgc to Jonathan.

i He blessed MCPhibOSthl‘l on behalf of Jonathan. He did this not for Mcphiboslﬁctlﬁ,

but in the name of Jonathan.
i) This is how friend treat each other and relationslﬁips like this will last a long time

Mcrcy

2 Samuel 21 ;7 “But the ,é/ng sloarca/ A/lc/D/wZ)os/wt/L the son of Jonathan the son of Sau[
because of the LORD's oath that was between t/7c3m, between David and Jonathan the son
of Saul.”

D) MCPl’libOSl‘lCth was sPared only because of the relationslﬁip between his father
Jonathan and David.



