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| essons from Zacchaeus

Luke 1 9:1-10 1 And Jesus entered and /oassca/ t/7r0u‘g/7 Jericho. 2 Anaf b@/m/af there was a man
named Zacchaeus, which was the chief. among the PU[)//CE]/?S, and he was rich. 3 And he soug/# to
see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. 4+ And be ran
before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. 5 And when
Jesus came to the /D/acc, he looked up, and saw /iim, and said unto /7/'/77, Zacc/wcus, make /7351,‘@,
and come alown; for to a/aﬂ | must abide at i'/y house. 6 And he made /7351&3, and came a/own, and
received him /bﬂz[u/[g. 7 And when tﬁcy saw It tﬁcy all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be
guest with a man that is a sinner. 8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord,
the half of my gooa’s / give to the Poor; and it I have taken any i'/7//75 from any man bﬂ false
accusation, | restore him fourtold. 9 And Jesus said unto him, This daﬂ /s salvation come to this
/70u5@, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man is come to seck and to

save that which was lost.

a) Zacchaeus was rich yet the Lord associated with him. God is not against the rich but is
agains’c lct’cing riches hinder a person from relationship and in’cimacg with the Father.

D riches are a barrier, then it’s a Problcm, but if riches are a tool, resource for the

kingdom and not a barrier, then we have a Problcm.

i Jesus was in for Zacchaeus’ benefit not His. He saw a man secking after Him and
gladlg and Pub!icly associated with a sinner and rich man to extend mercy and

Forgivencss to the sinner.

i) Also notice how Jesus dealt with this sinner and rich man (Zacchaeus) versus the
‘godlg’ rich young ruler (Mark 10). Zacchaeus had riches, while the rich young

ruler’s riches had him.



o When the Lord was ’ce”ing him to gjve away all his riches it was a good tl'ning
for him. His heart was not in the right Place. Jesus was not after or against
his riches but was after him I’xaving his heart in the rigl'lt Place and having
God above his riches.

o Zacchaeus’ money was not his god as we see his self-initiated rePentance

while the rich young ruler had his money as his god.

b) He souglﬁt to see Jesus—who he was. How many People had heard about Jesus 96’: never

sought to see Him?

D Zacchaeus went an extra mile to do that. He was determined. This was faith on his

part. Say what you want, laug]'l iFyou like, a rich man was determined to see Jesus.

o Hewasnot going to be s’coppcd not by the oPinions of the Jews who hated

tax collectors let alone the chief of them all—zacchaeus.

o Thisis an attitude we need to exPericnce the Lord. We need to be wi”ing to

go as far as we canto do tlﬁatjumping over minor barriers.
i) Notice also that he ran before and climbed the sycamore tree.
c) Notice there was “the Press.” I don’t know if it was fake news press, but tlﬁey were there
and were a hindrance for Zacchaeus to see the Lord. Just like the press todag, tl-rcy were

a barrier.

d) zacchaeus was little in stature. Another way of saying that is he was a little man. He was a

short man—vertica”y challenged or limited yet he cared less.
) Hewas going to see Jesus and who He was.

i Dontlet your limitations hinder you from sceing and seekingtlﬂe Lord. hcgou have
a desire to see and know the Lord, He will not walk by you.

i That dag, only one man went an extra mile to see the Lord and was greatly

rewarded and rccognized.

e) Jesus slowed down and noticed the extraorcjinary. This was intentional on His Part.



D

h)

D Hewas notin haste, and this Positioned Him to see what could have eluded others.

i Hewalked slowlg among’cl')e crowds and the Peop!e to meet their needs. He looked
up and not onlg saw in the Pl’lgsical but also in the spiritual.

i) Iwant to believe that Zacchaeus had things to do, yet he put all that aside for him

to see Jesus.

Jesus called Zacchaeus by name. He had never met him. He knows your name and mine.

This was a word of knowledge in oPeration.

Zacchaeus was asked by the Lord to make haste and come down and he did. He
resPonded to what the Lord asked him to do. This oPened him up to receive from Him.

D Zacchaeus came down fast and received the LordjogFu“y. The Lord has to be
receivedjogmcully. He is not an intruder, nor does He force Himself on People. He

has to be received.

i Zacchaeus was seekingto know the Lord which is w]ﬁy he received HimjogFu“y and
Jesus saw that while others saw a sinner whom Jesus should not have associated
with.

i Salvation came into his house that nig]’xt. Jesus abided in the house of Zacchaeus
that day.

What the Peop]e saw and criticized was Jesus did and said, but theg did not know the

sacrifice Zacchaeus made to be able to see Jesus.
) Zacchaeus was a sinner; these People should have been rej'oicing that he got an
encounter with the Lord. Thougl-n he was rich, he was |os’cjus’c as the poor were.

For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans %:23).

Zacchaeus rePented when Jesus came to His home. Repentance s a bgproduc’c of

exPeriencing Jesus and His love for us.

D Zacchaeus rePen’ced before anyone asked him to.



