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| ack of Action = Lack of Leaclership

This section is taken from my book; King David and Other Kings; Life lessons for Toclay.

It is about taking action as a leader which is another sign of leaclcrship. Lcaderslﬂip is not just a
Position, but rather influence. We all have influence in one way or another al’chough not a”JomC us
should have influence. Leaders lead. Many Pcoplc who are leaders are not [eading while others
who are in charge mistake that to be equivalent to leadcrsl'nip. Because someone is in chargc is

not synonymous to bcing thc leader.
“But when k/'n(gDa vid heard of all these tﬁ/hgs, he was very wroth.” — 2 Samuel 13:21
1. David heard that Amnon had raped his own sister Tamar.

a) He was very clisplcasccl and angry, but he did not do anything about it as the

leader of his house and of Israel.

b) Just ge’cting angry and not taking any god!g aPProPriate action was no l’lClP.

c) David was the father and king to both individuals, and he was in a Position of
authoritg to render some sort of Punisl'xment or disciplinc for this gross behavior
by Amnon, but David never did a tl'xing.

2. No action against Ammon

a) He had not dealt with Amnon, so now it would recluirc even more courage to deal
with Absalom.

b) Whatever we allow will only increase.

c) We must Pu’c out the fire quicklg and imme&iatclg.
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d) Some could argue that this trouble was already Pronounced by God upon David
and his house ’c]ﬁrouglﬁ Nathan (2 Samuel 12).

e Jtwas going to come regardless of how David resisted and Fougl'l’c it.

3. Altlﬁouglﬁ David had committed terrible sins of adul’cery and murder, he should have taken

some action, exercised his author‘i’cg, and rendered some sort of Punishmcnt to Amnon.

> Don'tlet you Past sin or mistakes stoP you from bcingt]ﬂc leader God has called you
todo.

a) Why did Pavid do no’ching? Could he have been fearful of how the Pcoplc could
have Perceived his Punishment of Amnon, knowing well what he had done earlier
with Bathsheba and Uriah?

b) Could he have believed that it was hgpocritical on his part to do somcthing to
Amnon, yet he had done sometlﬁing Possiblg worse?

D) (knowing his sin with Bathsheba and Uriah’s murder)

c) Probably so, but this was no excuse for him not to act. He was the leader of the
home and the King of lsracl; therefore, some sort of Punislﬁment or discip!ine was

at least cxpec’ced.

4. Althouglﬁ mora”g David had messed up signhcicantlg more than Amnon, who was in the rigl-lt
Position to render clisciplinc but David?

2 Samuel 13:23 And it came to pass after two full years, that Absalom had slﬁcepshearcrs
in Baalhazor, which /s beside F:Pl'xraim: and Absalom invited all the kings s0ns.

a) Two full years:
For two full years from the time of the rape, David took no action which caused

’cl’xings to get worse.

b) Tamar’s brother Absalom took vengeance into his own hands by sc]'lcming to kill
Amnon, his half-brother (2 samuel 13:20-%%), but this Probablg wouldn’t have
haPPencd had David acted as a real leader ougl'l’c to act.
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5. David’s lack of action
a) This is not to excuse Absalom’s behavior, but to make the Poin’c that David’s lack

of action, disciplinc or Punislﬁmen’c of Amnon, cventua”g led to Absalom’s hatred

and Amnon’s eventual murder.
6. Hypocritical for David to act?

a) Some may say, “well, it’s Iﬁgpocritical for David to have acted in discip!ining
Amnon.” | bcg to differ.

b) David would have been cloing the right thing as a leader and father regar&less of

how it would have been viewed by others.
c) He was the one in autl-nori’cy, not anyone else.
7. More Problcms will arise from a lack of action

a) His lack of action was even worse because it escalated lots of other Problcms in

the Fami!y.

8. chardless of how many times we have failed as icaclcrs, we should always take stcPs of
action to solve Probicms, even if we have been guiltg of the same.

a) We must repcnt and humble ourselves and then act.

b) We cannot hide our inactivity behind the fact that we have or have had flaws in a

similar or certain area.

o) There would have been a humble way David could have aPProac]'med this situation
and executed Punis]'lmcnt had he set his heart to do so.

d) For cxamPic, he could have said, “rm gui!’cy of sometlﬁing like what you have done
Amnon, but1 rcPented and humbled mgselF before the Lord. However, as the man
in autlﬁori’cy (father and King over Israel), itis my dutg and resPonsibility to render

Punislﬁment ancjjustice for such unaccep’cab!e behavior.



e) When ! screwed up, the Lord dealt with me. But when you do, it’s my resPonsibility
ancljob to discip[ine you.”

> We should not let our past sins render us ineffective, csPcciaHy if we are

leaders in authority.

) Itis not hypocritical to sPcak up against somc’cl'ling you once did that
was wrong, It is leaclcrsl'lip and maturity to do so. However, as you do,
make sure your current life reflects the difference you are verba”g

’crging to achieve.

i) Many have been Paralgzed into never ta”dng about an issue tlﬁey once
dealt with while tl‘le watch from the sidelines as it wrecks and Plundcrs

lives.

i The Plan of the enemy is to silence us in those areas while God wants
us to help others avoid those Pit hole. The truth is some People will
listen while others won’t. The response of the Pcoplc—-Posiﬁvc or
negative should not be the clccicling factor whether we sPcak or not.

W) I somctlﬁing is ungoc”g, we need to oppose it and sPcak up against it
even thoug]’m we once s’cruggled with it.

v) We need to spcak up and also model that cl'lange tlﬁrouglﬁout our lives.
i we do not, no’cl'xing will cl’mangc‘ People will continue to fall prey to the
enemy in those areas while we quietly look on.
9. Actionis a deterrent to sin
a) If David acted this way, it would have been a deterrent for sin in the future and
would have sent a message to others not to act Foolisl'xly, knowing he wouldrn’t sl'lg
away from dealing with them.

10. Our Iaclc of moral acuteness affects our influence

a) Altlﬁouglﬁ it's true that our lack of moral acuteness affects our influence

(!eaderslwip),



b) We must still do what is rig'\t rcgarc”css of how it could be Pcrccivccl by otl'lcrs,

csPccia”y tl"IOSC WI"IO l(l']OW our ﬂaws ancl wcalcncsscs.

no you are a lcaclcr, you must deal with all issues and all Problcms even iFgou are, or once

were, gui[ty of the same.
a) True hypocrisy.

D Hweareina Position of autl'xori’cy and we do not do some’ching about such

’cl’xings, then that is the definition of true hypocrisg.
b Doing the right is not hypocritical

) Jtis not hyPocri’cical for me to do what is right based on my Position of

authoritg, even if | strugglcd in the same area before.

c) However, it is wisdom that a leader should repent first and have a clear conscience
while dea!ingwi’clﬂ a Prob!em in which he was once involved. Itis necessary to rcpen’c
as soon as Possiblc and not take nine months or more like David.

12. We should not be intimidated into inaction by those who might be watching.

> We must do whatis rigl'lt, and a lack of action means a lack of icaclcrship.

a) Wewill be respcctcd by those who want to rcspect us and disrespcc’ced bg those

who have never resPectecJ us.
3. Confront Problcms

a) Leaders must always confront Prob!ems because if we don't, theg will no’cjust g0

away.

b) Instead, the Problcms willjus’c multiply down the road. Time cannot heal all wounds;

somejus’c get worse over time.

c) “Hand of the Lord?”



2 Samuel 2414 And David said unto Gad, 1 amin a great strait: let us fall now into
the hand of the LORD; for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand

O‘F man.

D “Hand of the Lord?” Was he tlﬁinking that because God had Proplﬁesied
tragedg in his house this was part of it, and therefore took no action
agains’c it bclicving it was the “hand of the Lord?”

i trulg believe that David was “Paralyzed” m using’chis word |oose|9) from
action and gooc:l discernment from the dag he went into Bathsheba. He

lived in denial for so long (imagine two full years of no action).

Examplc: For instance, i God said you will die, do you go ahead and kill yourse!F?
Do you do tl'mings to destrog your life? After all, God said you will die someclayl i
God said you will be rich, do you steal, and make it haPPen tlﬁroug]'] ungoc:”g ways?
After all, God said you will be rich! But since we know well that evil doesn’t come
from God (Uames 1:13-17), we should resist the devil (Uames 4:7) and let it not Prevail

because of some Prop]'mecy,
Another cxamplc of this lack of action from David.

2 Samuel 2:17-23 And there was a very sore battle that day; and Abner was beaten, and
the men of lsrae!, before the servants of David. And there were three sons of Zeruiah
there, Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel: and Asahel was as liglﬁ’c of foot as a wild roe. And
Asahel Pursued after Abner; and in going he turned not to the rigl-nt hand nor to the left
from Fo”owingAbner' Then Abner looked behind him, and said, Artthou Asahel? And he
answered, | am. And Abner said to him, Turn thee aside to thy rig]'mt hand or to ’c]ﬂy left,
and lag thee hold on one of the young men, and take thee his armour. But Asahel would
not turn aside from Fo”owingmc him. And Abner said againto Asahel, Turn thee aside from
Following me: wherefore should I smite thee to the ground? how then should 1 hold up my
face to Joab thy brother? Howbeit he refused to turn aside: wherefore Abner with the
hinder end of the spear smote him under the fifth 5, that the spear came out behind him;
and he fell down there, and died in the same Place: and it came to pass, that as many as

came to the Place where Asahel fell down and died stood still.
D Abner kills Asahel

i First, 1 believe this ki[ling of Asahel bg Abner was in self-defense as Asahel
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Pursuecﬂ after Abner on the c]ay ’cheg had “sore battle” (2 Samuel 2:17). He asked
Asahel to back off and he refused.

a) No action against Joab

2 Samuel 3:24-30 Then Joab came to the king, and saic:l, What hast thou done? bCl‘lOld)
Abner came unto thee; whg /s it thatthou hast sent him away, and heis quite gone? Thou
knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive ’c"mee, and to know ’c]’my going out
and thg coming in, and to know all that thou doest. And when Joab was come out from
David, he sent messengers after Abner, which brougl'xt him again from the well of sirah:
but David knew /£ not. And when Abner was returned to chron, Joab took him aside in
the gate to sPcak with him quictly, and smote him there under the fifth n1>, that he died,
for the blood of Asahel his brother. And afterward when David heard it, he said, 1 and my
king&om are guiltless before the LORD for ever from the blood of Abner the son of Ner:
Let it rest on the head of Joab, and on all his father's house; and let there not fail from
the house of Joab one that hath an issue, or that is a [eper, or that leaneth on a staﬁc, or
that falleth on the sword, or that lacketh bread. So Joab and Abishai his brother slew
Abncr, because he had slain their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the battle.

D David not dcaling with Joab who had killed Abner (caPtain of saul’s Host—2
Samuel 2:8). Joab killing Abner was wrong even tlﬂough Abner has earlier killed his
brother Asahel. This was Premeditated murder and he should not have gotten
away with it.

i Joab was not the one to render this Punisl-nment.
i This Problem of not &ealing with Joab returned to David and stung him. Joab

enabled his sin of l<i”ing Uriah and later he joined Adonﬂalﬂ to rebel agains’c

Solomon.
e Had David dismissed, discip!ined, or dealt with Joab, his future could
have had fewer Problcms.
b) No action Cost him his throne

D Later this Pat’cem of lack of action on David’s Part continued. It cost him his

’cl’xrone, atleast tcmporari!g.



i Absalom
David knew the dcalings of Absalom; how he stole the hearts of the People away

from the King (decep’civelg, of course) and how he Planncd treason against David
(2 Samuel 15), but he again did no’ching.

i) 1am not convinced that David knew notl-ning about all of this. Thereis no way David
could not have known. lmaginc if it was someone else besides his son who had
Plot’ced this treason, how would he have respondcd?

¢) David could have stoPPccl Absalom

D Besides David knowing about it, David had all the might, forces, and abili‘cy to
extinguisl'x this treasonous Plan.

i David had conc]uered biggcr and stronger enemies than Absalom, like the
Philistines (2 Samuel 19:9).

° Surcly Absalom was no match for David i he chose to stoP this

foolishness. He could have crushed Absalom.
d) Deathof Pcoplc due to war with Absalom

D His inaction led to the deaths of many Pcop!e due to the war that later broke out
between Absalom’s army and David’s men.

i David had become Passivc in his gencra! dealings and behavior.

> Leaders confront Problcms; thcy dor’t 5113, hiclc, or run from them. Be the leader God
has called you to be.



