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Consistencg & Continuing

Many of us when we got born again or came to Charis Bible College, we were on fire for the ttiings
of God until the end of I year and some until the end of the first semester, but stxortlg after that,
we realize that we have lost our zeal, Passion, and fire &. What tiappened? Many start but few
continue and therefore few finish. The harvest is not in the starting, but in the Finishing, but you

can’t finish if you do not continue.

2 Timoth y >:14 But continue thou in the t/whgs which thou hast learned and hast been assured og
,énOW/hg of whom thou hast learned them;

One of the lacking traits in the bocly of Christ is consistency, constancy, or continuity. Most
Pcoplc cando somcttling once or twice, but thcy won’t do it continua"y. We need to be men and

women of continuitg and consistcncy.

One of the ttnings that are lacking inthe bodu of Christis continuing inthe ttxings we have learned
of the Lord. The difference between those who succeed and those that fail lies in continuing in
the things that have been taugtit.

e The maturity of a person can be seen in their consistcncy.

o ltisthe Pcoplc who are consistent that are dcpcndablc) and many times go Places others

never go.
o If you want to gain muscle, you do not do that by shrinking back. You need consistency

and continuity to get to a Place of tnaving muscle. Even so, to keep those muscles, we will

have to continue in the art of exercise.

A. One of the most Powchul truths 1 have come to learn is that we train or Practicc the way we



Plag, and we Play the way we train or Practicc. We have to take our training as scriously as the
game itself. if we don’t train wc“, we won’t Play well. f we want to cxpcricncc continual victory,
we need to be consistent. We should not wait for the clay of tcmPtation to put on our exercise
(Practicc) or our “A-game.” This /s stressing the need for consistency and continuity
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a) I welive like this, we will be consistent men and women of God. Our daily walk with God
and the continui’cy we walk in every c]ag will be the same that will either cause us to win
or lose in the time of diﬁcicultg and pressure.

. God—the best cxamPlc of consistcncy and continuity. God is consistent.

God is a constant and consistent God. The Lord Jesus is our very example of consistcncg. He

does not ﬂiP and FloP. He is and was consistent in every aspect of His life
a) Hebrews 1%:8 Jesus Christ the same gesterday, and to dag, and for ever.

b) Malachi 3:6 For | am the LORD, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not

consumed.
) Love
His love for us is consistent on our best dag and our worst.
i) Never leave us nor forsake us. (Hebrews 13:5).
e Hehas Promisccl never to leave us nor forsake us. This is consistency.

e This consistent God lives inside of us and therefore, we can be

consistent as well.
i) Jesus and the Cross
o Ifthe Lord was not consistent, He wouldn’t have gone to the cross.

e His actions of kindness, life, and grace were not sPoraclic. Tl’lég were

constant and consistent.



e Thisis the same occasion we oug]'lt to rise to.
c) Seedinthe grouncl.

D When we Plant a seed, we need to let it continue in the ground for it to bring

forth fruit. If we keep digging it out to check on its progress, it can never grow.

Areas to continue in:

You can’t continue in what you do not have. Continuity is intentional. It won’t happcn naturally bg
itself.

2 Peter I:13 Yea, / think it meet, as /ong as  am in this tabernacle, to stir you up [)ﬂ Putt/h‘gtgou n

1K cmcmbr ance;

One of the goals to continue is so that we do not chart from what we have been taug]'mt.

Whatever you do not continue in, you won't thrive in.

Evcrgthingyou believe will be tested and tried, not by God, but life will.

1. Theword

a) John 831-32; Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on bim, If ye continue in
my word, then are ye my c//Lsc{D/es indeed- And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make gou free

D We need to continue in the Word, yet not just the Word but the Word of the
Lord. f we do, we will become disciples, and the truth that we know will set us
free. Itis the truth that we know that makes us free. Even S0, the revelation of
the truth that we know.

D A lack of s’cability in our lives comes down to a lack of con’cinuitg and

consis’cencg.



b) James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the /Dcfn[cct Jaw of //Z)ci‘f'lfy, and continueth 1,‘/7crc//7,
he b@/ng nota [oggch[u/ hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed.

D i we do not continue, we will become ForgetFul hearers and won't be doers of
the Work.

i Thereis a blessing attached to continuitg in the Word. This is not saging our
work shall be blessed which is a true statement, but rather this is saying that we
shall be blessed IN our deed. There is a Hessing on or of our work
(Deutcronomy 28:12) and one that is released while IN our work—as we do it.

The greates’c threat to tomorrow’s success is today’s success. We need to keep learning and
lcccp on kccping on.

Sccking the Lord

We need consis’cencg in the area of seeking the Lord. See my tcaclﬁing on “SCcL/h‘gfﬁc Lord?”

1 Chronicles 16:11 “ Seek the Lord and bis strcngfﬁ, seek his face Cont/hua/[g. ?

a) We can seek the Lord sPoradicang or when our back is agains’c the wall. We need to

devclop a consistency of scekingthe Lord at all times.

b) One of the greatest temp’cations of a Christian is distractions.

Walking in Love, Brothcrly Jove

We live in a time where love has been defined contrary to the Word. You will face a cl‘na”engc

and pressure of you Fi’cting into all these so-called love movements.
There is a ditch of love which is Universalism.
a) John 15:9 As the Father hath loved me, SO have I loved you: continue ye n my love.

b) Hebrews 1%:1 Let brotl'lerlg love continue.
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4. Giving

2 Corinthians 8:7 “Therefore, as ye abound in every tﬁfng in fath, and utterance, and
,énow/cq’gc, and in all cﬁ[gcncc, and in your Jove to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.”

a) The grace spoken of here is the grace of giving‘ We can’t bound in somcthingwc dor’t
continue in. If we are to abound in giving, we ougl'lt to be faithful.

b we canjust be sPoradic gjvers. H we give sParinglg, we shall also reap sParinglg.

c) 2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that e,
a/waﬂs ha v/nga// suﬁffaénqg in all t/whgs, may abound to every gooa’ work:

D Godliness and every good work.

5. Praycr

a) Acts 114 These all continued with one accord in prayer and sup/o//cat/bn, with the
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

b) Luke 612 And it came to passin those daﬂs, that he went out into a mountain to pPray,
and continued all n[gﬁi' n prager to God.

c) 1Thessalonians 5 17 Fray without ccaS/hg

d) Now when Darvel knew that the writing was s[gncaf he went into his house; and his
windows bc/hgopen in bis chamber toward Jerusalem, be kneeled. upon bis knees three
times a daﬂ, and /Draﬂcaf and gave thanks before bis God. as he did atoretime.

—Daniel 6:10

D Daniel continued in prayer, thanksgjving, and communion with God even at a

time of hardslﬂip‘ We have no excuse not to continue.



i) Altlﬁouglﬁ this was still clag’cime, it was midnight for Daniel. His life was on the
fine, yet he gave thanks. This is a Powcr{:u! lesson we need to learn. When our
back is against the wall, it is not time to complain) but rather to gjve thanks. We
have to be intentional. Giving thanks P!aycd a major role as one of the kcgs to

his vic’corg‘

i “Aforetime” indicates that he continued in this notjust on this day of trouble
butina dailg basis. He was a man of prayer and t]'lanksgiving.

iv) What you do when the pressure is off is cxactlg what you will do when the
pressure is on. If you dor’t pray, if you dor’t gve thanks “aforetime,” you will
rcsponcl similarly when the heat is turned up-

One of the most Powcmcul truths | have come to learn is that we train or Practice the way we
Play, and we Plag the way we train or Practice. We have to take our training as scriously as the
game itself. I we don’t train well, we won’t Pl89 well. If we want to expcrience victory in times
of Hardships, we need to continue training well andjus’c as hard when the pressure is off. We
should not wait for the dag of ’cemPtation to put on our exercise (Practice) or our “A~game.”

Thisis stressing the need for consistency and continuity rcgularly.

. Fc”owship

Itis Possible to have a relationship with God, but not have Fe”owship with Him. Relationship is
bg virtue of blood and inheritance while Fe”owship is bg choice. 1t’s like a child born in the
Family and a child acloptcd into the Family. Adoption is bg choice, but a child bio!ogica”g born

into a Family does not choose it.

Altlﬁouglﬁ we have a relationsl'lip with God, it is not synonymous to Fc”owsl-lip. We need to
Fe”owship with the Lord constantly.

a) Acts2:42 And t/w:y continued. si'caa’fast/ﬂ in the a/Dosi'/cs 'doctrine and %//ows/n/b, and
n br@ak/ng of. brcaaf and in prayers.

D) Many are desPising the gathcring of brethren way before coronavirus. We
need a habit to continue in Fellowslﬁip and the asscmbling of brethren.

é



i) Isone tl-iing to gather toge’ci'xer, but it is another thing to continue doing 50.

b) Hebrews 10:25 Not Forsaking the assembling of ourselves ’cogetl'ier, as the manner of
some /s; but exhorting one another. and so much the more, as ye sce the dag

aPProacl-iing.

D) Assembling of each other. This is talking about the bodg. You can’t assemble

alonc,

Grace of God

Grace is God’s unmerited, unearned, undeserved, unconditional love, favor, nealing,

icorgivencss, power, Provision, icai’cl'nculness, strengtn, giicts, mercy, and l’lC[P toward us.

Our rela’cionsi'xip with God is based on the rignteousncss of Jesus, not our own righ’ceousness.

We need to continue in this revelation of the grace of God.

a) Acts 543 Now when the congregaﬁon was broken up, mary of the Jews and rc//‘g/ous
lorosc/ﬂtcs followed Paul and Barnabas: w/70, sloca,é/hg to t/w:m, Pcrsuaa’ca’ them to
continue in the grace of God.

D Itis Possible to start in the grace of God, but not continue in it. Grace is God’s
unmerited favor. A good example of this is Galatians. Our default in our soul
and bocly is not the grace of God, but rather Pcncormance. f we do not
continue in the grace of God, we will end up in seH;rigl-iteousness and

PCF‘FOT'mal"ICC.

i I you aren’t in grace, you are in Pencormance. it you aren’tin ligl'i’c, you are in
darkness. Evergthing we receive from the Lord is bg His grace through faith.
We can’tearn it tlﬁroug]'i our good deecls, Pcncormancc or self-effort.

e Graceis strength (2 Cor.12:9). e Grace builds us up and gjves us our
e Graceis provision (2 Cor. 9:8). inheritance (Acts 20:32).
e Graceis power (Acts 4:373). e Grace gjves us giicts (Rom. 12:6).



Grace gjves us consolation and hope
@2 Thess. 2:16).

Grace is faith and love (1 Tim. 1:14).
Grace is mercy and help in time of
need (Heb. 4:16).

Grace is multip!iecl unto us througl'l
the knowlcclge of God (2 Pet. 1:2).
Grace labors abundan’cly @
Cor. 15:10).

Grace lives holg (Titus 2:11-12).

Grace brings boldness  (Romans
15:15).

Grace causes us to think sobcrlg
(Romans 12:3)

Grace is not works or Pemcormance
(Romans 11:6). It is either bg grace or
by works but not both.

Fear of the Lord

a) Proverbs 2317 Let not thine heart envy sinners: but [be thou] in the fear of the LORD
all the a’aﬂ /ong

D We need to be in the fear of the Lord all clag long (all the time), notjust a part
of the dag orjust at certain times. This is sPeaking of continui’cy in Fearing the
Lord.

The faith

We saw earlier that we need to continue in the grace of God. This verse reveals that we need
to continue notjus’c in the grace of God but also in the faith. We need to continue in the

balance of grace and Fai’clﬁ—no’cjust grace and notjust faith, but the balance of both.
a) Actsl4:22 Com[/rm/hg the souls of the 0’/5C/Ib es, and exﬁort/hg them to CONTINUE IN
THE FAITH, and that we must tﬁrougﬁ much tribulation enter into the Lin‘ga/om of
God.

D There are many faiths, but there is one “the faith.”

i “The faith” is rcmcerring’co the rela’cionship with Jesus tlﬁroug]'l faith. We need to

continue in this.



b) Colossians 1:23 /f ye CONTINUE IN THE FAITH grounded and sctt/caf and be not
b &

moved away from the /70/06 of the gospc/, which ye have heard, and which was

lorcacﬁca’ to every creature which is under heaven; whereof 1 Paul am made a minister;

D When we continue, we get groundecl and settled. We become unmovable.

i The faith—salvation througl'n the Preacl-ning of the gospcl.

10. Tcaching and PrcachingWorcl of the Lord.

a) Acts 1535 Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, tcac/w’ng and /Drcac/ilhg the
word of the Lord, with mary others also.

D Paul continued in tcacl'ning and Preaching the Word of the Lord. You do not
have to be in the fivefold ca”ing of a teacher to teach.
1. Fasting,
Food and ’c"mings of this world.

a) Acts 2733 And while the a’aﬂ was com/ng on, Paul écsoug/ﬁ them all to take meat,
saﬂ/hg This a’aﬂ is the fourteenth a/aﬂ that ye have tarred and continued i%st/hg,
ha v/ng taken not/whg.

b) Romans2:7 To themwho bﬂ /Datfent continuance inwell. c/om‘gscc,é z[or‘g/oy and honor
and lmmorfa//l:g, eternal lite:

12. Goodness of God

a) Romans 11:22 Behold therefore the gooa’n@ss and sevcr/{y of God- on them which fc//,

severity; but toward thee, gooa’ncss, i thou continue in his (gooa/ncss: otherwise thou

also shalt be cut off-.
D Godisa good God, the devil is bad and evil.

i Continue to be grounc]cd and rooted in the goodness of God.
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i) Evcry clag we will encounter a cha”cngc not to continue in the gooclncss of God.
Things will come at you to say, “God is not goocl.”

3. Well cloing

a)

b

4. Unity

a)

Galatians 6:9-10 And et us not be weary in well do/ng: for in due season we shall reap,
i# we faint not. As we have therefore op/oorfun/iy, let us do gooa’ unto all men,
cspcaﬁa//ﬂ unto them who are of the household of faith.

D Sowing
2 Thessalonians 3:12-15 Now them that are such we command and exbort f)ﬂ our Lord
Jesus Christ, that with qu/ctncss tﬁcy work, and eat their own bread. But e, brethren,

be not weary inwell a/o/ng

D Work

Acts 1114 “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the

women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.”

b) For uni‘cy to Prcvail we need to continue in it.

15. Prayer and thanksgiving.

a)

Colossians 4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with tlﬁanksgiving;

) No’cjus’c prayer, but in tﬁanksgl//hg

b) Now when Daniel knew that the writing was s[gncaf he went into his house; and His

windows bc/hgopcn in bis chamber toward Jerusalem, be kneeled. upon his knees three

times a daﬂ, and /Draﬂcaf and gave thanks before bis God. as he did atoretime.

—Daniel 6:10



i)

fif)

V)

Daniel continued in prayer, thanksgjving, and communion with God even at a

time of hardslﬂip‘ We have no excuse not to continue.

Altlﬂouglﬁ this was still dag’cime, it was midnigl'xt for Daniel. His life was on the
fine, yet he gave thanks. This is a Powemcul lesson we need to learn. When our
back is against the wall, it is not time to complain, but to give thanks. We have
to be intentional. Giving thanks Plaged a major role as one of the kegs to his

victo ry.

“Aforetime” indicates that he continued in this notjust on this clag of trouble
butina dailg basis. He was a man of prayer and ’c]'lanksgiving.

What you do when the pressure is off is exactly what you will do when the
Y P Y !
pressure is on. If you don’t pray, hcgou don’t give thanks “aforetime,” you will

resPond simi[arlg when the heat is turned up.

16. Continue in rcjoicing ancljoy

a) 1Thessalonians 5:16 Rejoice evermore.

choicing and Joy should not onlg happen when things are going well. We can
rejoice and bejogmcul even when the entire world around us is ?a”ing aPart. Amid
all diﬁciculty and ]'lardship, the goodness of God is still present and

unc]’xangeable.

17. Faith, C]ﬂaritg, Hoiincss, and sobricty.

a) 1 Timoth y 2:15 Notw#/vstana’thg she shall be saved in cﬁlfdbcar/h‘g; /ffﬁ@ﬂ continue in
faith and c/73riiy and holiness with sobr/ctﬂ

)

Sobrietg means Soundness of mind or self-control.

Hebrews 12:1-3 Wherefore scc/ng we also are comloassca/ about with so grcat a cloud

of witnesses, let us /aﬂ aside every Wc{gﬁi’, and the sin which doth so CSSI/ﬂ beset us,

and let us run with Pat/éncc the race that is set before us, Loo,é/ng unto Jesus the

1



author and finisher of our faith; who for the qu that was set before bim endured the
cross, a’c.s/D/S/hg the shame, and is set down at the r[gﬁi' hand of the throne of God.
For consider lum that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest e be

wearied and faint in your minds.
D We are all in our own race. You are the onlg one running and hcgou finish, you
have won. And because you are the only one in the race, youarein the leading

Position.

i) Continue running. No Prize s given midway.

18. Son & the Father
a) 1John2:24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. it
that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue

in the Son, and in the Father.

D Continue in the Son and in the Father.

Fina”g,

Matthew 10:22 “And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the
end shall be saved.”

Revelations 3:11 Behold, I come quick[y: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thg crown.
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