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Treating Others with Value and Respect

Have youever heard or met someone who you though’c and were told that he or she was a nobodg
and you soon discovered that he was not who you initia”g ’chought nor was told he was? Or have
you ever ’cl’mougl’xt someone has no value on!g to realize that your brcaldclﬂrougl-n and the greatest

miracle came tlﬁroug]ﬂ them?

This may be some’c]ﬂinggou have seen in a movie, but we need to be very cautious about how we

treat one another.

Pusl'ling another person down does not get you to the toP. To Push or keep others down, you
have to g0 down with them. As you Push someone lower, you go lower, but lhcting other People
up, lifts you up. Putting out the other person's candle doesn’t Ilght yours.

We ouglﬁ‘c to be Passionatc and treat others with value and respect. This is contagious. it you

catch a cold, others can’t catch a fire. !Fgour wood is wet, youcan’t ligl’xt other woods.

Text: Philippians 234 Let nothing be done tl'xrougl"l strife or vainglorg; but in lowliness of mind
let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every
man also on the ’clﬁings of others.

a) "Esteem” means to value

b) lowliness” means l'lumili’cy.

D) Estceming ourselves over others is Priclc inits simPlest form.

c) Verse4 shows how we can esteem others more than ourselves—bg looking at tlﬂings from

other Peoplc’s side and s’candpoint, notjust ours.

1



) Nooneis better than the other because of what theg have or do not have. What
we do doesn’t make us better than others. You will find some Peop!e who are good

in what ’cl'leg do but lacking in certain areas.

e Proverbs 22:2 The richand poor meet togctﬁcr: the LORD is the maker of
them all.

i We are all good at something, and we all have something to bring to the table.

Proverbs 11:12 He that is void of wisdom c/csplﬁsctﬁ his nc[g/ﬂ)our: but a man of unc/crstana//hg
holdeth bis peace.

a) Despising others shows a lack of wisdom. We should not use our words to clcspise others.
The word of God teaches us to value others better than ourselves.

1. The Jewish slave gxrl

2 Kings 5:1-4 Now Naaman, calota/n of the host of the ,é/ng of. Syria, was a great man with his
master, and honourable, because bﬂ bim the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: he was
also a m{g/ﬁy man in valour, but he was a /clocr. 2] And the Syrians had gone out bﬂ
comloan/cs, and had érougﬁtawaﬂ ca/Dt/i/c out of the land of Israel a little maid: and she wasted
on Naaman's wite. [3] And she said unto her mistress, Would God my Jord were with the

ro/D/76L‘ that is in Samarial for he would recover buim of his /cloro.gg. [#] And one went in, and

told bis lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel
a) This girl was a slave who God used to bring an end to the CaPtain’s reProach.

b) Just imagine if her mistress had not treated her well. Would she have spoken up to

Naaman’s eventual deliverance?
c) How we treat each other will either open doors for us or close them.
d) If he had treated her like a rag, this Naaman wouldn’t have been healed of leprosg.

e) Your miracle could be held back !:)9 how we treat one another—espccia”y those that

are our subordinates.



) Our natural ’cendencg is to look down on those who are below us and not even

give them an ear. If we continue down that road, we will miss ou’c—big time.
2. Shunammite Woman

2 King 4814 And it fell on a clay, that Elisha Passcd to Shunem, where was a great woman;
and she constrained him to eat bread. And soit was, thatas oft as he Passed by, he turned in
thither to eat bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold now, | Pcrceive that this /sa 1’1019
man of God, which Passeth bg us continua”y. Let us make a little chamber, 1 pray thee, on the
wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall
be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day, that he came thither,
and he turned into the chamber, and lag there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this
Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before him. And he said unto him, Say
now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what /s to be done for
thee? wouldest thou be sPoken for to the king, or to the caPtain of the host? And she
answered, | dwell among mine own Pcople‘ And he said, What then isto be done for her? And
Gehazi answered, Vcrily she hath no child, and her husband is old.

a) One of the way we express value to others is through our gcnerosity.

b) The value this woman P[acecl on the man of God was a doorwag for her to receive her

son and eventua”y I’laving him raised from the dead.
3. Four Icpcrs

2 Kings 7:3-10 And there were four /clorous men at the entering in of the gate: and If’/?(fﬂ said
one to another, W/y sit we here until we die? If we say, We will enter into the city, then the
famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and i# we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore
come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: /ff/?@ﬂ save us alve, we shall lve; and /ff/?@ﬂ
kill us, we shall but die. And tﬁcy rose up in the fW/f{g/ﬂf; to go unto the camp of the Syrians:
and when tﬁcﬂ were come to the uttermost /Dan‘ of the camp of. Sﬂﬂé, [7@/70/af there was no
man there. For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a

noise of horses, cven the noise of a great host: and If’/?(fﬂ said one to another, Lo, the ,é/ng of
Israel hath hired against us the ,é/'n‘gs of the Hittites, and the Lings of the Egglot/ans, to come
upon us. Wherefore i’/7(:y arose and Hed in the L‘w//[g/n‘, and left their tents, and their horses,

and their asses, even the camp as it was, and Hed for their lite. And when these /cpcrs came
to the uttermost part of the camp, tﬁcy went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried

thence silver, and go/af and raiment, and went and bid it; and came again, and entered into
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another tent, and carried thence s/s0, and went and bud it. Then t/w:y said one to anot/7@r, We
do not well- this daﬂ /53 a’aﬂ of gooa/ t/b//hgs, and we hold our peace: Fwe tarry tll the morming
/[g/nf; some mischiet will come upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell the L/'n‘g's
household. So tﬁcy came and called unto the /Dod'cr of the c/zfg: and tﬁcy told tﬁcm, saﬂ/ng

We came to the camp of the Sﬂr/éns, anaf f)@/?@/@f there was no man L‘/76re, neither voice of

man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as t/w:y were.

a) God worked a Powcmcul miracle and brought Provision ’c]'lrouglﬁ the hands of four
!ePers. The so-called rejects of the socie’cy believed God and stePPed out in faith and

acquired avictory for the whole nation of 1srael.
) Altlﬂouglﬁ they were rej'ectcd by society, ’cheg chose to do what was riglﬁ’c,
anyway. T]’xeg could have had hatred and ill against their fellows, but ’cheg

didn't. T]’xeg weren’t havinga “rcjcct mentali’cy"’

i God has a habit of doing things in the least expected way. No one could or
would have Predicted God cJoingthis ’c]ﬁrouglﬁ lepers-ye’c He did.

b The People that were outcasts were used bg God to bring an end to the famine in
Samaria.

c) How we treat others will either cause us to triumPIﬁ or not.
D We should be careful about the way we treat one another. Our victorg could lie
in how we treat one another. No one is better than the other because of what

’cl’xey have or do not have.

d) Who would have thoug]'lt God was going to end the famine this way? But He did, all
’c]’xrougl"l these [epcrs.

e) Ifthe king and his men never gave them any audience because of their social status,

then all the Peop!e would have starved to death.
4. Honor all men.

1 Peter 2:17 Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the k/n‘g.



a) The word “honor” comes from a Greek word that means “Prize) that is, fix a

valuation”

b) Thisis speaking of sl-nowing respect We ought to treat other People with respect.
This includes the ones we don’t like. We can dislike a person yet be rcspcct{:u! of
them.

c) We should show Pcople respec’c regardless of their sex, age, background, race,
social status, financial status, education, Phgsica! appearance and so forth. What we
have, do, look like, should never be a reason to disrcspect others. We ougf'xt to show

respect to all.
d) Honoris somctlﬁingthat is slowly cletcriorating in our time. Many folks have no honor
for autl-nori’cy, elclerly, [eaclerslﬁip, and older.
5. Proverbs 431 He that oPPressetlﬂ the poor reProaclﬂc’clﬁ his Maker: but he that honoreth

him hath mercy on the poor.

a) This verse indicates that reproacl'ling the poor is similar to reProaching the Lord.



