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Sugerings and Persecutions

Inthis teacl'ning, Twill be detailingwhat the Word of God has to say about Persecution. Unlike what
some believers believe, we are not immune to Persecution. There are suﬁcerings and Persecutions

that come with seeking the Lord and serving Him.

Phi lippians 310 That/ may know bim, and the power of his resurrection, and the fe//ows/w/b of his
suﬁ%nhgs, [)e/hg made conformable unto bis death;

These suﬁcerings are not poverty, diseases and sicknesses and a tney do not originate from the
Lord. This will be in reference to the Persecution for the Gospel's sake. Jesus suffered
Persecutions not poverty, sicknesses, and diseases which further reveals that Persecutions will
come but to steal the Word (Mark 4:17) and getus off track with Pursuing the Lord and seeking
after Him.

1 Peter 2:11 Dearlg beloved, | beseech Yyou as strangers and Pilgrims, abstain from Hesnlg lusts,
which war against the soul;

a) Peter like Paul both used the words beloved and beseeched. This was an aPPeal to these
folks.

b) He ties his exhortation to the fact that we are strangers and Pilgrims.

c) Strangers live like ’cheg are out tomorrow. Pi[grims do not have a Permanent Place but are

on their way out. Tl‘le arejust Passing tnrougn

) DBecause we are Pi!grims and strangers, we are encouraged to abstain from Flesl‘nly
lusts.
d) What is to abstain and how do we do that?



D One of the ways we do that is bg renewing our soul/minds througl'l the Word of
God hence adoptinga Pilgrim mindset.

&) The Greek word for “Soul” is “Psuche”

D Our soul is the combination of our mind, will, and emotions. It is what most PCOPIC

refer to as the Persona[itg‘

P Notice that these lusts war agains’c the soul. There is a war going on against our soul and
body. Our Spiri’c man has been born again and that war has been won already however
our soul (mind, will, and emotions) is up for grabs as well as our body‘ The battlefield is in

between our two ears—mind.

g) if we do not abstain from these ﬂcsl"llg lusts, we are gving the enemy his best shot at us.

1 Peter 2:12 Having your conversation honest amongthe Gentiles: that, whereas they sPeak against
you as evildoers, they may by ﬂourgood works, which they shall behold, glorhcy God inthe dag of

visitation.

a) We are to have our conduct and behavior honest—that is truthful according to the Word
and goc:”y especiauy among, the Gentiles. Whg? because we are light We need to shine
brig]'xter inthe darkest Places. One of the ways we dothatis not by what we say, but rather
by what we do.

b) The word “conversation” is reFerring toour lhcestylc) conduct or behavior. We can talk with

words, but we can also talk with our actions—godlg actions.

o) Aswe live a gocﬂy life outside, those that sPeak evil of us will have to cl‘nange their tune
because our conduct is godlg, and we are blameless. Our godlincss will attract Pcoplc to

us, and the Lord and we can minister salvation to them.

d) Notice that the Gentiles (unbelievers) behold our good works, notjust our bad works. It
may look like theg never see angthinggoocl we do but that is not true. T]’]eg know what is
gooc] and tl‘le [ooking to find it in us.



e) These gooc] works are not reFerring to the things that People do to earn rigl'l’c s’canding
with God. Those would be dead works. This rather sPeaking of the works of faith. Works
that are a by~Produc’c of our faith and rela’cionship with God.

D Our good works (godlg conduct and behavior) cause others to glori{g (magniFg
and thank) God. The oPPositc is true as well which further underscores the need
to have goc:”y conduct.

i As People see our gocﬂlg conduct, ’cheg will be drawn to the God in us.

P Visitation is remcerring to the return of the Lord what many refer to as the raPturC of the
church.

1 Peter 2:18 Servants, be subject to \gourmasters with all Fear; not only to the good and gentle, but

also to the froward.

a) Atthistime of writing this, this was sPeaking Primarilg to a slave. Slaves were suPPosecl to
arrange themselves under their master. A lack of submission even while under slavcry

would be wrong,
D “Servants’ is similar to what we refer to as emplogees.
b) As emplogees, we are to be subject or submit to our masters (emplogers) .
D We need to be resPechCul of them. We can disagrec with our emplogers, butitis not
acccPtable to disrespect him or her. Before we begin to disrespect our cmployers,

we need to resign'

i) It is unethical to sit there and collect a Paychcck from someone you despisc and

disrespect. The goc”g tl'lingwould be to steP down and out.

&) There are two ’cypes of masters or cmployers. The be!ieving masters and the unbelieving

masters.



D In many cases, the believing masters are a lot easier to submit to but when it comes
to the unbclicving bosses, many of us tend to rebel and refuse to submit ourselves

to them.

i This verse is te”ing us that we need to be consistent in our submission to our

masters. We should be submissive to the goocl ancl gcntlc ones as well as the harsh

ancl bacl ones.

i we do so, we will be a goc:”y witness to them which could in return influence them
in ge’cting saved. We saw in verse 12 that our good works may course others to

glorhcy God.
d Again, this is sPcaking of submission, rather than obedience.

e) Submissionis simplg where is my Place’? Most Peop!e have little to no diﬁcicultg submitting
at work, teams, and military but when it comes to doing the same at home, it is a hugc

Prob!em' We should be consistent at home as we do at work.

| Peter 2:19 For this /s tlﬂankwort]ﬂy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grifnc, suﬁccring
wrong?u”g.

a) Thereis a P!ace or time where for conscience towards God we will suffer umcairlg The

gooc] news is that we will have the grace to do so.

b) Why would we suffer wrongFu“y if we were &oing cvergthing we are told bg autl-uority and
lcadership? The reason we suffer wronggullg is because we have clisobeged an ungodlg

commancl,

o) This is slﬁowing that al’clﬂougl'x we are to submit ourselves to our masters, bosses, and
emplogers, we are not to obeg evcrg’ching theg tell us to do spechcically those ’c]’mings that
violate the Word of God.

| Peter 2:20 For what glorg /s it if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it Patientlg?
but if, when ye do well, and suffer for i ye take it Patientlﬂ, this /s accePtable with God.



a) This is saying that if we are su#ering for our sins, disobedience, and rebellion, it is
displeasing to God. There is no reward or Praise if we suffer or are Punisl'xed for our own

behavior.

b) Rather, the only P!easing and accePtaHe suﬁcering before God that has reward is when
we are treated unjus’cly or Punisl'leci for doingtl'xa’c which is rigl-nt and godlg—]ﬂonoring and

clﬂoosing to fear the Lord over man.

o) When this happcns, we are reminded to take it Patient!g knowing that it is Pleasing and
acccPtable to God.

d 2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer Pcrsecution.

D This also clearly shows that there will be a time where we will suffer for doing the
riglﬂ’c thing. Gone are the thouglﬁts that we won’t suffer any Pain if we do all ’c]’mings
rigl'l’c,

| Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an

cxample, that ye should follow his stePs:

a) Suﬁcering should not be looked at as some’cl'ling strange especiallg when we suffer for that
which is rig"mt, goc“y, and accordingto God’s will.

b) Jesus left an example for us in that if we suffer for cloing well, we should take it Pa’cientlg
because it is accep’cab!e to the Lord.

| Peter %:14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, haPPg are ye: and be not afraid of their

terror, neither be troubled E

a) Thereis suﬁccring in this life 2 Timothy 3.12) . Hebrews 11:24-27. We suffer for what we have

donc) what others have done, have not done, and what we have not done.



b) Unlike what some have said continua”g, this suﬁccring is not a sickness, misery, disease or

Povertg. Thisis sumcmcering in relation to Pcrsecution for godlincss.

c) Suﬁcering for riglﬁ’ceousness' sake is Persecution. When this I’lappens, we should rather

rejoicc We have become Partakers in the sumcmcering of Christ.

d) This verse uses the word “if” not “whcn”, it is Possible for someone not to suffer for

rigl'l’ceousness sake and rather suffer for another sake.

e) We should also not be afraid or threatened bg others for cJoing righ’c.

I Peter 3:15 But sancti{y the Lord God in your hearts: and be reaclg alwags to g/'vc an answer to

every man that asketh you a reason of the hope thatis in you with meekness and fear:

a) Theword “sanc’ci@” 1S reFerring “to set aPart"’ The Lord should be set apart inour hearts.

b) Oneof the ways we dothatis by being ready to give an answer to everyman that asks you

areason of the hope thatis in you with meekness and fear.

c) People ask because tl'leg see a difference in us such as our conversation and fruit. There
is somet]'ling tlﬁcy see we have that ’c"leg want, or ’cheg are missing out on. Tl’lings such as

a relationsl'lip with the Lord, Peacc,joy, contentment and so forth.

) When ’cl’x@y ask us, we should alwags be reaclg to tell them about the Lord Jesus
who is the hoPe in us (Colossians 1:27) and the very reason for whatever we are

and have. In this regard, we should a!wags be readg.

i 1do not believe this ta”dng about being reaclg to Preach a sermon.

1 Peter 3:16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas thcg sPea|< evil of you, as of evildoers, theg

may be ashamed that Falselg accuse your goocl conversation in Christ.

a) We should strive to have a good conscience.



D Our conscience can be trained to a P!ace where it excuses us and accuses us when

we ClO somctlﬁinggoocl or wrong.

b) Notice that evil will be spoken of you even when you have a gooc] conscience and do the
riglﬂ’c tlﬁing' Itis ignorance to think because we are doing rig]'mt everyone will sPeak Posi’cive!g

about us.
D) People will take the good we do and sPeak of it as evil.

c) One ’ching is also true. Those who accuse our good behavior will be ashamed for Falscly

accusing us. Our fruit cannot be forever argued against.

| Peter %:17 For /tis better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well cloing, than for evil doing.
a) s is better to suffer if it be God’s will. This suﬁcering is in relation to Persecution for

god!iness.

) Any other kind of sugering like sickness, disease or poverty has never been and

will never be God’s will.

i When we suffer Persecu’cion, it should be for god!iness and wc||~doing, not evil

doing‘
b) Suﬁcering for our own ungoc”incss and stuPidi’cy is not Pcrsecution.

c) This verse also makes it clear that there will be suﬁccring or Persecution for we”~doing or

god!iness. We should not think it strange when this haPPens (1 Peter 4:12).

1Pe :18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, thejus’c for the unjust, that he mig]'lt bring us
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickenecl bg the SPirit:

a) This verse starts bg giving us an example of suﬁccring for well doings mentioned in the

Previous verse.



D Jesus suffered for doingwc” and good' He did no evil.

b) Jesus suffered for our sins once. He did not have any. Jesus was sinless (Isaiah 53:9;
Hebrews 7:26; John 8:46; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22; and 1 John 3:5).

c) He is not dging again, whg? Because it is finished and done. Notl'ling new or more is

required. The death of Jesus was to bring us to God.

d) Jesus did not faint. He was put to death in His Phgsical bodg. if Jesus did not die, He
couldn’t be c]uickencd (made alive). You can’t quicl«tn sometlﬁing or someone that is not

dead—nceding to be made alive.

e) After Jesus died for our sins, now we ’c]ﬂrough faith could transition from the urjust to the

just, from stained sinners to saints.
P Jesus is the onlg way to bring us to God. There is no other way (Uohn 14:6).

g) We should also not be afraid or threatened bg others for cJoing righ’c.

| Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning, the Fiery trial which is to try you, as though
some strange t]ﬂing haPPenecl unto you:

a) ltisnot strange to exPeriencc su%ccring. This sumcmcering s refcrring to Persccution.

D2 Timo’c]ﬁy 312 Yea, and all that will live goc”g in Christ Jesus shall suffer

Persecution.

i) We have been redeemed from sin, poverty, sickness, and disease—not

Persecution which is a result of living a goc:”y life and Fo”owing after Jesus.

b) Paul uses the word “Beloved”. In otherwords, he is sayingwe need to “be loved” especiallg
when going throug"l sumcmcering for rig]'ltcousness sake. We are loved bg God regardlcss of

what we go tl-nroug]'l. We need to alwags remember we are loved even when all hell breaks



OO0seE.

| Peter 415 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are Partakers of Christ's sugerings; that, when his glorg
shall be revealed, ye may be glacl also with exceedingjog.

a) choicel When we are cxperiencing any kind omcdiﬁcicultg, suﬁcering, and hardship, we need
to rejoice with exceedingjog. Wlﬁg? Because we are Partakers of Christ’s suﬁcering‘ It’s an
honor to be Partakers of the sugerings of our Lord, God, and Savior. This is one reason

whg we should rejoice.

D Acts 5:40-41 And to him t/7ci:g agrcca/: and when f/?Cﬂ had called the a/Dost/cs, and
beaten i'/?f:m, i'/?@ﬂ commanded that tﬁcy should not sloca,é in the name of Jesus,
and let them go. [#] And f/?Cﬂ cfeloarfcc/ from the presence of the council, rg’olk:/hg
that tﬁcy were counted wori'ﬁﬂ to sutter shame for his name.

b) The other reason is that His glorg will be revealed, and we shall be glaci. Things will not

remain the same very long.

| Peter 414 If ye be reProac]']ec! for the name of Christ, happg are ye; for the SPirit of glory and
of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part heis glorhciec].

a) s an honor to be reProachecJ for the name of Christ. We should not shy away from it.
The SPiri’c of the Lord is doub!g with us when we exPerience any reProacl-n for Christ's

sake. For that reason, we ougl'xt to rejoicc

b Altlﬁouglﬁ some are sPeaking evil of the Spiri’c of God, to us He is being gloriﬁed.

o It may not look like so but in the sPiri’cua| realm, God is bcingg!oried' This can be seen in
one way. The church grows raPidlg when itis bcing Pcrsccutcd and reProachecJ. Believers
begin to Fully trust in the Lord Putting everytlﬁing on the line.

1 Peter 4:15 But let none of you suffer as a murc]erer, or as a t]'ﬁeF, or as an evildoer, or as a

busyboc]g in other men's matters.



a) We can suffer for good or for evil cloing. There is su#ering or Persecution that haPPens
for godliness and one that haPPens for living ungoc:”g and in sin. We should be rej'oicing in
the former rather than the latter.

b) We should not suffer for cloing wrong, That is not God’s will for us and doesn’t glorhcg
God.

| Peter 4:16 Yet if any man sutteras a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorhcy God on
this behalf.

a) Itis not shameful to suffer for righteousness sake. This kind of sumcmcering we should take
withjoy'

b) Howdowe glorhcy God?

D Oneof the ways we do that is Psalm 69:20 /will /Df'aI:§€ the name of God with a song
and will ma‘gn/}[ﬂ him with t/zanksg/vmg

| Peter 4:17-18 For the time /s come that 'udgment must begin at the house of God: and if /#first
fyegh at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the rig]'lteous

scarcelg ]DC SEE!VCC!j W}‘ICI"C sha” t]’lé ungoc”g and tl"IC sinner aPPear’?

a) The believers are being Persecuted for what is godly and for being rigl'n’ceous‘ On the

other hand, it’s going to be worse for those who do not believe.

b) if the believers are going ’c]’xrouglﬁ all this Pain and heartache for the sake of the GosPel,

the unbelievers will not escape ]'laving rejec’ced the free ghct of salvation.

&) The believer is scarcelg saved from the Persecution. This is not sPeaking of eternal
salvation. A believerin Christ is not scarcely saved because he has an eternal redemption
(Hebrews 9:12,15).

d) 1t mentions the words “righteous” which indicates that these are already in riglﬁ’c standing
with God.



e) To obeg the Gospel is to believe it. NT obedience is in believing the Gospel 2

Thessalonians 1:.8)

| Peter 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer accorcling to the will of God commit the keeping of their

souls to himin well cloing, as unto a faithful Creator.

a) The only suH:cringtlﬁat is the will of God is Pcrsecution, not sickness, clisappointmen‘c, and

pove rtg .

b Many times, we encounter a situation and we think we have no way out. Not true. God will

and can create one. God can make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. He can

invent or create a new means OF dcliverancc Nnever seen béFOFC.

i)

fif)

V)

God is in the creation or creative business and dcpartment.

God is faithful. He is trustworthy and dependable. He will not disappoint us and

has never.

We should be trus’cingand bclicving Godto creativelg come up with a way to redeem

us from any situation.

God is a faithful creator. We need to trust Him to create a way where there is none.
He has creative ideas and ways He can intervene. God is a creative God and He

created evergthing.



