Stick to the Truth cluring Acl\/ersi’cg

One of the biggest temp’cations we face when we get a disappointmen’g alossior tragcdg is to
begin to clucs’cion the goodncss, the integrity of God, and His Ward. We thinkthat because God
is God, no bad ’ching can haPPen. The worst ’ching of allis to try to intcrprct the Word of God
based on our circumstances and chang@ what is the foundational truth because we have

exPerienced a tragedg we do not understand.

According to John 16:%» "These t/z/ngs / have slooken unto you, that in me ye m{g/n,‘ have peace. In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of . gooa/ C/zecr; | have overcome the world.” The Word
of God on many occasions makes it clear that tribulation will come. In 5/}77/[7/6 terms, bad L‘/l/hgs will
/73/010617, and /Dersccuﬁons will come. 2 77/7701,‘/y 3:12 "Yea, and all that will lve goal/ﬂ in Christ Jesus

shall sutter /Dersecut/'on. g

Persecutions, bad ’chings, and trageclies will come in this life. We live in a fallen world. This is not

heaven and things are not Pencec‘c and tl’yeg will never be.

When tragedies come, theg tend to destroy many Pcople‘s faith. Whg? One of the reasons is that
many believers have not grown a root system that ?u”y dcpends on and is built on God's Word.
When tragedg comes, theg fall aPar’c, and many are temp’ced to curse God like Job's wife advised
Him to do (Uob 2:9).

Some Pcople depart from the truth because theg have cxPerienced bad things. This is a sad state
to be in. You don’t want to lose faith in the very ’ching (God’s Word) that will Pu” you through lest
you sink. The truth is we will all exPerience some bad things in this life, but if we all chart from
the faith and the Word because of our expcrienccs, then most Probably we weren’t grourded and
rooted in God’s Word. No one would remain born again because we all experiencc and will

exPerience hardships at some Poin‘c.



Are you going to let a broken marriage, death in the Familg, loss of ajob decide or dictate your
re!ationslﬁip with God? If yes, then angthing will. What are you going to do should all these
negatives l’xappen? What have you made up your mind to do?

A. PrcParc your heart to seek the Lord

ngou are going to endure difficult times and not bu&ge) you will have to start Prcparingyour
heart to seek the Lord. This is kcy to strcngtl'l and stability even in the midst of extrerne!g
bad times.

Daniel’s reaction is one of the best I can sight. The king had made a decree that if any man
Pragcd to any other God besides him, that man was going to be thrown in the den of lions.
Daniel was notfazed bg that decree. He went home and Praged as he had done regu!arly. This
could only have been Possiblc because he was a guy who sougl‘n’c the Lord on a dailg basis.
His heart was PreParCCJ to seek the Lord. When dangerous times arose that could have cost
his life, he did not panic (Daniel 6). This is true also for Meshack, Shadrack, and Abcdnego
(Daniel »).

2 Chronicles 12:14 “And he did cwl because he /Drcloarca/ not his heart to seek the LORD.”
“ .. he forsook the law of the LORD, and all lsracl with bim.” This is rczfcrr/’n‘g to King
Rehoboam the son of- KingSo/omon Q2 Chronicles 12:1).

a) “PrcParccl” Theword “Preparecl” here in this verse is a Hebrew: “Koon” which means

“Tobe erect, to set up, to Fix, apply, establish” (S’crong’s Concordance).

D Psalms 577 “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: 1 will sing, and gjve

Praise‘ Y
b) Heart.

D Ourhearts do not seek the Lord bg themselves or bg default. Tothe contrary,
theg tend towards evil or ungodlincss. The process of Preparing our hearts to

seek the Lord is very deliberate.

i Our hearts don’tjust get to know and seek the Lord 59 themselves. This
doesn’t haPPcn natural|9 without any effort on our Part. We must take the
initiative and put in the effort to seck the Lord. One of the main things J
love about King Jc]ﬂos]ﬂapha’c is that he was a man who Prepared his heart to
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seek the Lord (2 Chronicles 9:3). It takes a lot of effort and dedication to seek
the Lord. Looking at the leadersl-lip of King Rehoboam, we see the very
oPPosi’ce of Jcnoshaphat Rehoboam did not prepare his heart to seek the
Lord, and therefore he did evil 2 Chronicles 12:14).

i’ What we do when there is no pressure or no crisis determines what we will
do when pressure and crisis hits. If you want to onlg visit faith in times
of troublc, you will not get the same results as those who live bg faith
(Habakkuk 2:4).

) One of the Primary ways we prepare our hearts is tlﬁrougn the Word of God.
Continuing in the Word of God will Producc strengtn and s’cabili’cy. John 8:31-
%2 “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on /7//77, /F e continue in
my word, then are ye my 04'5(://17/65 indeed- And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.”

c) Seek the Lord.

) Most People will seek the Lord in times of trouble but very fewdosoona
claily basis. We have to seek the Lord on a daily basis ’c]'lerebg sensitizing our
hearts towards the Lord.

i Seek the Lord on a daily basis
i 1t will Sensitize our hearts towards the Lord

V) We mustseek the Lord ahead of time so that when a cha”enging and temp’cing
oPPortunitg arises, we do not Panic, makinga wrong, decision in the heat of the
moment. We have to learn to make Prc~decisions or Prccletcrmine our
responses. However, this is only Possible if we seek the Lord betimes bg

Preparing our hearts.

B. Do not blame God forit. God is a goocl God.

Genesis C]ﬁap’cer one is where the whole movie starts. We see who the goo& guyis and the bad
guy. God) the good guy created evcrgtning beautiful and good. He never created angtl’uing
bad or evil. Satan was the author of evil and sin (Ezekiel 28:15), not God. God never created
it. It is and was against His nature. Because He is goo&, He created good. The fruitof a good
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tree is good. You need to be Fu"g Pcrsuaclccl of thc gooclncss of God or else what you trulg
believe will be revealed when trageclg and bad times happen. No one and no situation should
ever cause or make you c]ﬂangc your mind on this fundamental truth.

a) John10:10 "The thief cometh not, but forto stca[ and to L///, andto a’c‘si'ro&g: J/am come
that tﬁcy m[g/7t have lite, and that tﬁcy m[g/7t have it more aéuna/ant/ﬂ. ”

D we are going to blame someone, we have to blame the one responsible.
blamingGOd is not the right ’cI’xing’co do. This verse makes it clear that it is Satan
that comes to steal, kill, and, destroy. God came to gjve us life not to take it.

You cannot give life !:)9 taking it!

b) James 1:16-17 “Do noterr, mey beloved brethren. [17] Every gooa/ ‘g/ﬁ'ana’ every /Dcn[cct
gfﬁ' /s from above, and cometh down from the Father of /[g/ﬂ's, with whom is no

variableness, neither shadow of turming.”

D This passage of scriPture makes it clear that good ghcts and every Pemcect ghct
come from above (from God) —not every bad ghct and imPemCect gi{;b

o) Luke 9:54-56 “And when his a//lscob/cs James and John saw this, L‘/my said, Lord, wilt
thou that we command fire to come down from /7@3&/@/7, and consume L‘/7€m, even as
Elias did? [55] But be turned. and rebuked them, and said. Ye know not what manner
of s/oir/'t ye are of- [36] For the Son of man is not come to c/cstroy men's //vcs, but to
save them. And i’/7(:y went to another V///a‘gc. o

D Jesus’ response to the disciples who wanted to clestrog lives sPeaks volumes

of His nature and gooclness. He did not come to dcs’croy lives but to save them.

i Godisa goocl God and that is His nature.

C. Don't changc what you believe based on bad cxpcricnccs.

a) Be constant, even in the midst of tragccly. Sad to say, many believers have allowed
their bad exPericnces to des’croy their faith. Thcg believe that God is resPonsible for
all those tl-nings, yet God had no part in it. The antidote to that is a rc[ations]'lip with
God's Word. It is continuing in the Word daily. Renewing our soulish minds ’cl’xrougl"l the
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Word of God, Forming our Pl’lilosoplﬂg, beliefs, values, oPinions, and outlook on life-
based on the Word of God and good in’cerpreta’cion of it.

We should never allow our circumstances to shape our beliefs, but rather only the
Word of God. Circumstances are always changing yet God's Word does not. God's
Word is fixed and uncl'langing. It is inerrant, accurate, Powencul) incorrup’cib[e,
authentic, alive, and slﬂarpcr than a two~ecjgcd sword. It will never pass way for it
abides and endures forever (Psalm 19:7-9; 1 Peter 1:23-25; Hebrews 4:12). God’s Word
has the ability to turn around any situation we encounter. We should never £0 against

it or believe otherwise

Umcortunatelg, some have gone on to in’cerpre’c the Word of God based on their
circumstances or exPeriences and this has brougl'xt tremendous error and a deParture
from the faith.

D The foundation or basis for the intchrctation of God's Word should never be
our cxpcricnccs or rcsults, but the Word of God itself. It doesn’t matter if
things g0 our way or not, we oug]'lt rather believe the Word of God.

i I our circumstances say angthing contrary to the Word, we should alwags side

with the Word of God, not our circumstances.

i) We need to believe the Word of God. Whether we understand or not, God Word

s alwags true and rig]'lt. We have to come to that conclusion riglﬁ’c Now.

V) Act5:29 “Then Peter and the other a/Dosi'/cs answered and sa/'af We ou‘g/# to
obcﬂ God rather than men.” Romans .4 says, « . let God be true and every

man a liar...” et God be true and every situation and circumstances a liar.

For some People, if some got healed tocjag, thcg would believe that it is God's Will to
heal, but if tl'meg saw someone not get healed in a month or so, theg would turn around
and bcgin to doubt the Word of God. Thcy would trash what the Word of God says
and instead g0 with their exPerience as truth. This is what the Word of God calls
wa!king bg sig]'lt. Some would changc their beliefs based on that bad result.

D Butwhat does the Word say? Itis God’s will to heal all People, all the time. That

should be the basis of our beliefs whether we see Positive results or not.
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i)

There is oxygen where you are. This is the truth. Whether you believe it or not,
it does not matter nor cl‘nange the absolute truth. If you died for a lack of
oxygen, it doesn’t mean that there is not oxygen where you are. It could be
other factors that caused the death. Changing what you believe would be

ridiculous because the truth remains the truth.

D. We l<now in Part and the secret things bclong unto the Lord our God

Altlﬁouglﬁ I believe it is okay to ask c]uestions, we have to be careful not to ask the clucstions
of unbelief. For instance, the ques’cion that Mary asked the Angel of the Lord (Luke 1:34-%5)
was a cluestion of knowing what to do while the question asked by Zachariah (Luke 118-20),

John the BaP’cis’c's father was one of unbelief.

a) 1 Corinthians 13:9 "Forwe know in part, and we prop/msy in part.”

b

As much as many of us think or believe we know it all, the Word makes it clear that we

know in part. Our knowlcdgc in this life is still Partial. It may not look that way, but it is.

We should gct to a Place where we understand that and not trg to come up with

answers for cverything.

Deuteronomy 29:29 "The secret i'/whgs [)c/ongunto the Lord our God- but those t/whgs
which are revealed [7@/0/75 unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the
words of this law.”

)

i)

fif)

V)

There are some ’cl’mings that God has revealed to us and other tlﬁings (secret
tl’xings) that He has not revealed. We need to acccPt this truth and the fact that
we do not know all things.

T]’]erc:]corc, do not change what you believe because of some adversi’cy. Never
let the bad exPericnces you have had in the past affect your beliefs or form
your beliefs.

Guard your heart against offense. Do not gct offended at God. If you are and

if you do, you are truly getting offended at the wrong Guy. You should be
offended and mad at the deuil.

Do not ict W]’]Bt you do not |<now affect or changc wlﬂat you do lcnow.
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. Kecp Preachingthc truth, raisingthe dead, hcalingtlﬂe sick, casting out

devils.

v) The devilis going to pay for this. We don't make him pay for this bg gving up,
but by stePPing out even the more and do what God has called us to do.

vi) Romans 147-8 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord:

whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.

e For the believer, it is a win-win situation. We die we winywe live we win.

Phi liPPians 1221 “For to me to Ive is Christ, and to die i gam.”
E. Common unto men

a) Never think that you are the onlg onewho is going tl-lrough whatever you are going
’c]’xrougl"l. This is a Poly of the enemy. You are not the only one. Pcoplc are going
’c]’xrougl"l the very same things you are going ’c]'lrougl-n. It migl'mt not look like it, but it is

true based on God’s Word. You are not alone:

D 1Corinthians 10:13 “There hath no t@mlotaf/bn taken you but such as is common
to man: but God is taithtul, who will not sutfer you to be i'cmlotca/ above that e
are ab/c,- butwill with the tcmpta tion also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it.” (Emphasis mine)

i) 1 Peters:9 “Whom resist steadfast in the faith, Lnowzh‘gtﬁat the same atflictions
are accomp/is/wa’ n yourbrctﬁrcn that are in the world.” (Emphasis mine)

b) satan will try to convince you that you are the on!g one going tlﬁroug]n this. Thatis a
lie from the Pit of hell.

D The Word of God says whatever you are going ’chrough is common stuff. It is

common unto men.

i Do not allow Satan to get you in a corner, scParatcd from everyone ’cl’minking

you are the onlg one on earth going through what you are goingthrouglﬂ.



i Before a lion attacks a herd of animals, he easi!g goes after the one that is a

loner and seParatch from the flock bﬂ some distance.

One of the mature things we can say cluringa difficult time is * Lord, I do not understand why
this haPPcnccl, but f know and believe that Youarea goocl God. 1 choose to worship and Praisc
You for your Iovc, mercy, grace, and kindness rcgarcucss of what happcnccl. Blessed be the
name of the Lord.”



