Preparing our Heart to seek the Lord (Outline)
This is one of the clcfining ines between success and failure. Preparing our hearts to seek the
Lordis a big deal. We should not take it ligl'mtly.

No matter how long you have been in ministry or born again, you do not want to c]ui’c Preparing

your heart to seek the Lord. This is a continual process.
There are three lccyworc[s in the title of this message:

a) Prepare
b) Heart
o) Seek the Lord

Prcparation of our hearts to seek the Lord, live a goc“y lhcc, and to overcome tcmptation is not
accidental. tt does notjust haPPcn.

* Have you noticed that we prepare in all areas of life (battle, war, food, buging a house,

retirement (hcgou will retire), sports or an athlete), but not this area, w]'ly is it?

e You will not live go&ly or overcome the tempta’cion and evil of this life accidenta”g. There

l’laS to ]Z)C CH:OFt ancl WOI"I( on 3our Part

e Confidenceis Preparation. Our confidence comes from our Prcpara’cion.
2 Chronicles 12:14 “And he did evil, because he Preparcd not his heart to seek the LORD.”

«_..he forsook the law of the LORD, and all 1srael with him.” (2 Chronicles 12:1)
—King Rehoboam, son of King Solomon



One of the main reasons we the believers in the Lord do evil or live ungoc“g lives is because our

hearts have not been Prepared to seek the Lord.

Doing evil simply translates to an unPrcParccl heart to seek the Lord or a heart that stoPPccl
sccking the Lord. It is because we got oureyes fixed on to the other tlﬂings.

1. “PrcParccl”

The word “Prcloarcd” here in this verse is a Hebrew: “Koon” which means “To be erect
(that is, stand Pcrpendicu[ar}, to set up, to Fix, apply, establish” or ﬁ"gurat/vc (aPPoint,

rcnclcr, sure, proper orProsPcrous) (Strong’s Concordance).

A. 1 Corinthians 15:58 “Tlﬁcrcmcore, my beloved bre’chren, be ye stcc“:ast, unmoveab[e,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is

not invain in the Lord.”

a) How do we avoid Fa”ing aPart during tragedg or ’cemptation and become
stable, steadfast, unmovable, and a[wags abounding in the works of the
Lord?

b PreParing our hearts to seek the Lord will cause us to be steadfast,
immovable (other words to define Preparcc]) and we will abound in the work
of the Lord.

B. “The horse is Prcparcd against the c]ag of battle: but saFctg is of the LORD.” —
Proverbs 21:31

a) None of us would ever goto battle without Preparation, but we live and go to
the sPiritual battle half-baked or unPreParecl.Wc would call that person
crazy who went to battle unprcpared yet do the same ’cl’xing in the sPiritual

world.

b DPo you ever wonder whg some Pcoplc can live a goc"g life and victorious
Christian life while others fail to do the same?

D Some have taken time to prepare their hearts while others have not.



<) The responsibili’cg to prepare our hearts to seek the Lord is on us.
C. Psalms57.7¢ My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed- I will 5/hgand give /D/BI:SC. 7

D The word “fixed” is the same Hebrew word “Koon” that was translated

“PrcPared” in 2 Chronicles 12:14-.

in oA Psalm he wrote about the time he was Iﬁicling in a cave, and King Saul who

was ’crging to kill David came into that exact cave.

i) Prcparing our hearts = Fixing our hearts on to the Lord and the things of the
Spirit.

) The word “fxed” means:

) Firmly, in position.

i) Stationary

i) Not subject to clﬁange or variation.
iv) Constant

) Firm!g held in the mind.

e) Psalm 119:9-11 “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? bg taking heed
thereto according to ’c"my word. With my whole heart have | sought thee: O let
me not wander from tlﬁg commandments. Thy word have 1 hid in mine heart,

that | might not sin agains’c thee.”
D The Word “Hid” here means to “Protcct.” Hiding and Protccting the
Word in our hearts is a kcywag to prepare and to fix our hearts upon

the Lord.

i Our hearts have to be Prepared (erected, fixed, established, set uP)

if we do not want to commit wickedness.
Self-effort or will Powcr’?

Fixing our hearts to seek the Lord is a thing you do not by 5oursclmc. The Lord will help
you do this. He will teach you, but you have to show up for class.



a) Pl’lilippians 2:1% “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his

gooc] P!easure.”

b) Psalm 10:17 says, “LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt
prepare their heart.”

D As we trust the Lord, we receive the strengt]'l and the guidance we need to

keep our hearts not subject to cl'lange or variation.

i When our hearts are not fixed or cons’cantlg secking the Lord, we are
bound to do evil.

i) Sin does not just fall upon us unawares; it is a result of not Firm!g and

cons’cantlg secking the Lord
2. Heart.

a) Our hearts do not seek the Lord by themselves or bg default. On the contrary,

’cl’xey tend towards evil or ungodlincss.

b) Proverbs 22:17 “Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and app/g
thine heart unto my Lnow/ca"gc. 7

D The process of Preparing our hearts to seek the Lord is very deliberate.

i Itis going to take some sacrifice on your Parl:‘ Itis going to requirc some
eHorton your Part:.

c) Notice: 2 Chronicles 12:14 did not say we prepare our heads to seek the Lord, but
our hearts.

3. Seek the Lord.
Do you realize that the Lord has to be soug]'lt? We do not just find Him. If we do not

pursue the Lord, we will not find Him. He wants to reveal Himself to those who are

gcnuine!y secking.



Jeremiah 29:11-13 “For / know the i'/wug/ﬁ's that | think toward you, saith the LORD,
tﬁou‘g/ﬂ's of, peace, and not of c\//z to gfve you an cxlocctcc/ end. Then shall ye call upon
me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and 1 will hearken unto gou. And ge shall seek me,
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all ‘your heart.”

Notice that ‘iscc,é/h‘g”and ‘Bcarcﬁ/hg”arc used intcrcl'nangeablg.

a) Ezra 7110 “For Ezra had Iorcparca’ his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to
do it, and to teach in Israel statutes anaybdgmcnts. 7

D Notice that this verse interc]ﬂangeably uses “seek the Lord” used in 2
Chronicles 12:14 with “seek the law of the Lord”

i) From this verse we learn that sceking the Lord entails three tl'nings:

o Seeking His Word (Uohn 1:1; 1 John 5:7)
Jesus is the Word. His Word reveals all we need to know about
Him.
Rclationship with Jesus. We seek Jesus tl'lrough His Word.

o Doing’cl'le Word (James 1:22)

) Teaching the Word.

i) You need to get back to the Word. Rehoboam forsook the Word of God
(law) and did evil. In Forsaking God’s Word, He did not prepare His heart
to seek the Lord

> Your rclationship with the Lord is going to be Proportional to your sccking of
the Lord.

> You will cxPcricncc God to the clcgrcc you prepare or fix your heart on seek
Him.

b) Scckingthc Lord continua”y

2 Chronidles 11:17 50 tlﬁcg s’crcngtlﬁcned the kingdom of Judah, and made
Rehoboam the son of Solomon s‘crongJ three years: for three years theg walked
in the way of David and Solomon.”
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i)

iif)

V)

V)

Vi)

il

Rehoboam’s sccking the Lord only lasted for three of the 17 years of his
reign.

You can gcnuinclg love the Lord at one time and excited about the things
of Gocl, yet tl’le grow cold. Wlﬁg? You have to continua”g prepare your
heart to seek the Lord.

Seek the Lord daily over a long Pcriocl of time. It will sensitize our hearts
towards the Lord.

Most People will seek the Lord in times of trouble.

We cannot seek God onlg when it is necessary. This should be our
li{:cstglc. We cannot seek God sporaclicaug. We should not onlg seek the
Lord in traged9 but all the time.

e We cannot take a vacation or break from sceking the Lord or
Preparing our hearts. There is no off dag, retirement, or leave

from Prcparing our hearts.

It is in the Place of Preparing our hearts to seek the Lord that we hear the
voice of God and the Icacling of God.

. ltgou lack direction, bcgin to fix your heart to seek the Lord.
Because we prepare our hearts to seek the Lord ahead of time:
e The result will be no Panic in the face of trial, temptation,
cl’mallenges, and tragedy.

e We will not make the wrong decision in the heat of the moment.

i we do not, prepare our hearts to seek the Lord we may not always

get the results we desire.

it you want to onlg visit faith in times of troublc, you will not get the
same results as those who live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4).

é



c) Memory

)

i)

fif)

V)

V)

Vi)

1 Chronicles 29:18 “O LORD God of Abralﬁam, Isaac, and of lsrael, our
fathers, kcep this forever in the imagjnation of the ’c]’mougl’xts of the heart
of thy People, and prepare their heart unto thee.”

Our memory and imagination are crucial to staying true to the Lord and
Prcparing our hearts to seek the Lord.

We cannot truly seek the Lord without rcmcmbrancc—tlﬁoughts of the
gooclness and faithfulness of the Lord.

Remember the Pit you crawled out of 7 Isaiah 51:1

Psalm 10%:1-5 God spcalcs over and over about rcmcmbcring the things He
did for the children of 1srael.

° Tl'lat was thC vcrg reason ‘FOT' lan&marks or memoria!s‘

We need to continually engage your memory if you want to prepare your
heart to seek the Lord.

d Stabiiity throug]'\ PrcParing our hearts to seek the Lord

)

i)

Whg are some Pcoplc firm and unshaken in the midst of tcmp’cation,
cl’mallenges, ’cragedics, and difficult times?

There are reasons wlﬂg some People are stable and firm through the

storm while others are Fa”ing apart.

A story about Buck: Jim Buck Storg of a son that committed suicide:

He said “3 years of Charis is the reason I stand todag. This tragcdg could
have destrogcd my life. He said had he not spcnt time with the Lord before
this and got to know the Lord, he would Probablg be in the grave next to his

son. PrcParecJ time is not wasted time.
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)

i)

> This underscores the need to prepare our hearts to continua”g seek
the Lord.

> What we do when there is no pressure, or no crisis determines what

we will do and how we will react when pressure and crisis hits.

> Atime of lﬁardship) tragcdy, and storm is not the time to prepare your
heart to seck the Lord.

e | believe it is time to act on the Prcparation of your heart to
seek thc Lord that you have been doing before the trageclg.

e This is not to say that we should never seek the Lord during
such times, but we are more effective when we do so before
thc storm.

> PreParation time is the main Part oFyour ministrg and ca"ing‘

e The more Prcpared you are the more chances you have to

make it in minis’crg and also survive ’cragedg when it hits.

e David took twenty years Preparing or being Prepared to be
king over all Israel for 1Cort9 years. We must prepare, and we

must be Patient

> tfFwe quit PrcParing your heart to seek the Lord, our fesh is capablc
of anything. You name it! ANYTHING!

There are reasons whg some Pcoplc get brcak’chrouglﬁs and others do

not.
Examplc: Farming

Praying over the soil (grouncl) is not a substitute for PrcPPing it for
Plantinga seed init!



i The quality and quantitg of your harvest is going to be determined !:)3
your Prepping of the ground and the seed was sown.

v) You can pray all you want, but it reaches a Point where you cannot

receive if no seed was Plantccl in the grouncl. Seed must be Plantccl.

v) A farmer that did not Plant cannot cxpcct a harvest. We accept this

natural law but neglect or rejec’c the same sPiritual law.

Vi) PreParing our hearts is like PrePPing the ground for Planting seed. No

seed, no harvest.

e) Takean cxamplc of the Fo”owing:

T]’leg all were men who sougl'lt the Lord and Prepared their hearts to seek Him.
Their hearts were fixed upon the Lord. Their results and boldness were a by~
Procluct ofa Prcparccl heart to seek the Lord.

D Jesus—Luke 2:49 “And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist
ye not that | must be about my Father's business?”

e Jesus at a very young age was busg Preparing His heart to seek the
Lord. Our hearts must be Prepared to come to a Placc where we are

Fu”g consumed with the Father’s business.

e Itis similar to being the manager of a business, you are continuouslg

’cl’xinking of that business. You are consumed bg it.

i) Jchoshaphat—-?. Chronicles 19:3 “Nevertheless there are goocl things found in
’cl’xee, in that thou hast taken away the groves out of the land, and hast
Preparecl thine heart to seek God.”

e One of the main things I love about King Jelﬁoslﬁaphat is that he was a
man who Prcparccl his heart to seek the Lord @ Chronicles 19:3). It
takes a lot of effort and dedication to seek the Lord.



Looking at the Icadership of King Rehoboam, we see the very
oPPosi’ce of Jchoshapl-na’c. Rehoboam did not prepare his heart to
seck the Lord, and therefore he did evil 2 Chronicles 12:14).

We should seek the Lord every time, and when trouble comes, we

will have our Fe”owshlp, re[atlonshlp with the Lord will pu” us

’chrouglﬂ Our endurance Falth and wisdom could be producecl

from our continual seekmg of the Lord.

Minutes of scclcing the Lord will not Proclucc the same results as
Years of Prcparing our hcarts to scclc thc Lord.

Have you heard someone say, “I Pragcdjust as thcg did, but 1 didn't
get the same results? Whg is it? Is God fair?" such folks onlg see
the minute~long prayer, but theg do not see years of seeking,
Fe”owsl'xip, and Preparing our hearts to seek the Lord. It takes time
and years to know the Lord. Itis a grow’ch process for each one of
us and you should not skip yours because it takes a while. We all

have been there.

“For PrecePt must be upon Precept, Precep’c upon Precep’c; line
upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: But the
word of the LORD was unto them Prccept upon Precept, Precept
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there
alittle;” (Isaiah 28:10, 13).

What we envy, wish for, admire, see, or even desire in other
eople's lives takes time and years of cuH:ivation, Prcparation,

scclcing, and Fc”owshipping with the Lord.
It took someone Forty years to get to a Place where tl'leg do what

they do eFFectivelg. it did not take )’us’c one day of Fasting and
prayer. No shortcuts. You must Put in the time.

PrcParation time is not wasted time.



i) Joseph—Genesis 39.9 “There is none greater in this house than I; neither
hath he kept back any tlﬁing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how

then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”

e This statement and commitment to the Lord did not happen overniglﬁt

It was not cram work or head knowlcclge.

e Jwould argue that this was a bg—Product of a Preparecl heart to seek
the Lord.

° Joseph rfjecting this ungodly sex aPPeal was because he had
Preparecl his heart to seek the Lord.

) David—1 Samuel 17:34--37 “20And David rose up carly in the morning, and left
the sheep with a keepcr, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him;
and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the gight, and
shouted for the battle. *And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kePt his
father's S]'ICCP) and there came a lion, and a bear) and took a lamb out of the
flock: And 1 went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his
mouth: and when he arose against me, | caught him by his beard, and smote
him, and slew him. Thg servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the
armies of the living God. David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me
out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the
LORD be with thee. ¥ Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me
with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but | come to thee in the
name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of lsrael, whom thou hast
defied. #6This clag will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and 1 will smite
thee, and take thine head from thee; and 1 will gjve the carcases of the host of
the Philistines this dag unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the
earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel %7 And all this
assemblg shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the
battle is the LorD's, and he will gjve you into our hands.

e David shouted for the ba’r:l:ic, which implics he was neither afraid nor
scared. He was excited
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e Uncircumcised Philistine was a reference to a covenant

e David had lﬁistorg with the Lord because he had Prcparccl his
heart to seek the Lord while he was still in the bush lcccping
shccp. This is the reason David did not flee into l’liding when all
the rest were Heeing. He was not Paralgzed bg the threat of
Goliath. His heart was Prepared 2 Chronicles 12:14) and fixed

ahead of time, before this crisis came.

e A heart Prepared to seek the Lord faces all tlﬁings in the name of
the Lord.

o Aheart Preparecl to seck the Lord expcc’cs dcliverance, vic’corg, and

God’s intervention today, not tomorrow.
e Aheart Prepared to seek the Lord is bold. It is not afraid.

e A heart Prepared to seek the Lord has its confidence in the Lord
not in Plﬁgsical t]'lings or man’s strength.

v) Daniel—Daniel 6:10-11 “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signecﬂ, he
went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a dag, and Prayed, and
gave thanks before his God, as he did ?ormcrlg. Then these men assembled,
and found Daniel Praying and making suPPIica’cion before his God.”

Where did this boldness come from?

° Why was there no Panic?
e Do you know that you can arrive at the same P[ace?
e What we have on the inside of us is cxtrcmelg greater than what Daniel

had. We are at a grea’cer advantage ge’c the results we are gctting are

not even close to these men in the Old covenant.
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vi) Meshack, Shadrack, and Abcdncgo.

Daniel %:12-19 “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed~ncgo, answered and said to
the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.
if it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning Ficrg
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it
known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve ’c]’my gods, nor WOFSl‘IiP the
golden image which thou hast set uP.”

Where did this boldness come from?

. Why was there no Panic?

e Do you know that you can arrive at the same P[ace’?

e  What we have on the inside of us is extremclg greater than what
Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael had. We are at a greater advan’cage
yet the results we are getting are not even close to these men in the

Old covenant.

b Many People want the imPact and results of all these men, but very few are wi”ing
to pay the Price or go the mile theg went.

D) Evergone wants microwave stuff. An oven ancJ/or crockpot cooks and
tastes better.

i There are results you will not and cannot get it you do not prepare your
heart to seek the Lord.

g Time (Quality and Quantity) is critical in preparing our hearts to seek the Lord.
The more our hearts are Prcparccl, the more sensitive ’cl’meg will be towards the
Lord!

D Ahardened heartis a non~PrcParccl heart.

i Men of intcgritg and character are not born that way. Theg cultivate their
hearts and prepare their hearts to seek the Lord.
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i You need both quali’cy time and quantitg time, not either-or. The more we
fix and prepare our hearts to seek after the Lord the more sensitive it

ge’cs.

V) Prcparc your heart for 3oursc|1c, not for the purpose of Prcaching to

others.
e Weneedto prepare the messenger, not the message.

“By Failingto prepare, you are Preparing to fail” — Benjamin Franklin
“Prcpare the umbrella before it rains.” —Malay Proverb

“Propcr Preparation Prevcnts poor Pemcormance.” —Stcpl'xen Keague

Call to action

My clﬁa”engc to you is will you make a commitment to prepare your heart to seek the Lord. What
is the Holy Spiri’c sPeaking to you that you need to Put away to accomplislﬁ this? A new year
resolution like no other is one that is set out to seek the Lord and grow in our rela’cionship with

Him.
Praycr

Father, these your PCOPIC are making a commitment to seek you who!elﬁcartcdly. J pray for your

strengt]n and gui&ance as tl‘le embark on this liFe~c|ﬁangingjoumeg.

Your Word says that if we seek you with all our hearts, we shall find You. Father, we start todag
and right now. We make a decision to pursue You like a drug addict pursues his drugs. I
understand that we have found You tlﬁroug}'x acccpting Jesus as our Lord and savior, but we all
believe that there is more, and we are setting out our hearts to seek You and to know You more

than we have done before.

Today makes a new season in our lives. Ha”elLU'alﬁ. Thank You, Jesus.



