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Praise your way to Victorg

We all encounter diﬁcicultg and cl-la”cngcs in life. One thing that some folks doiis to complain or
murmur, but that ougl'lt not to be so.

When we comPlain, gripe or murmur, we are not oPerating in farth. Faith does not complain or gjve
excuses. ComPlaining hinders what God can do in ourlives. Rather we should try to sPin this
around and begin to look for the Positivc ‘cl’mings God has done inour lives and bcgin to give Him

Praise orwe can start to Praise Him for who He is.

This is not necessarilg to get victory, but itgie!ds Vic‘cory anyway. Every time we focus onthe Lord
tl'xrougl"l thanksgiving and Praisc, we will get direction from the Lord that will bring us the victory
that we need.

2 Chronicles 20 1t came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of
Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehosl‘naplﬁat to battle. 2Then
there came some thattold Jehoslﬂaplﬂa‘c, saying, There cometha great multitude againstthcc from
beyoncl the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, tl-lcy be in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi. 3 And
Jchoshapl'lat Fcarccl, and set himself to seek the Lorcl, and Proclaimccl a fast throughout all
Judah. * And Judah gathcrccl themselves togcthcr, to ask hclp of the Lord: even out of all the
cities of Judah thcy came to seek the Lord. 7 And Jchoshapl‘nat stood in the congregation of
Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord, before the new court, ¢ And said, O Lord God of
ourfathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen?
and in thine hand is there not power and miglﬁ’c, so that none is able to withstand thee? 7 Art not
thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before ’c]’my Pcoplc Israel, and gavest
it to the seed of Abraham thg friend for ever? ¢ And ’cheg dwelt therein, and have built thee a
sanctuary therein for tlﬁg name, saying, 91f, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword,judgmcnt, or
Pcs’cilcnce, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (or thy name is in this
house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and I’xelp. © And now, behold, the



children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when
’cl’xey came out of the land of Eggpt, but ’clﬂeg turned from ’chem, and destroged them not; " behold,
I say, how tlﬁey reward us, to come to cast us out of thg Possession, which thou hast gjven us to
inherit. 2O our God, wilt thou notjudge them? for we have no miglﬁ’c against this great company
that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee. ® And all Judah
stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. * Then upon Jahaziel
the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the
sons of Asaph, came the SPiri’c of the Lord in the midst of the congregation; 5 And he said,
Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jel‘loshaplﬁat, Thus saith
the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismagecl bg reason of this great multitude; for the battle is
not yours, but God's. ¥ To morrow goye down against them: bel‘no[d, thcg come up bg the cliff of
Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Ueruel. 7e shall not
need to Fight in this battle: set yourse!vcs, stand ye still, and seé the salvation of the Lord with
you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayccl; to morrow. go out agains’c them: for
the Lord will be with you. 8 And Jel‘noshaplﬁat bowed his head with his face to the grounc:l: and all
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worsl'liPPing the Lord.  And the
Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to Praise
the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice on high. 20 And theg rose early in the morning, and went
forth into the wilderness of Tekoas and as tl-ney went forth, Jehoshaplﬁat stood and said, Hear
me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe'in the Lord your God, so shall ye be
established; believe his Prophets, so shall ye prosper. 2 And when he had consulted with the
Peop!e, he aPPointed singers unto the Lord;.and that should Praise the beau’c9 of holiness, as
’cl’xey went out before the army, andto say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever. 2 And
when theg began tosing and to Praisc, the Lord set ambushments against the children of Ammon,
Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and theg were smitten. 2 For the children
of Ammon.and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy
them: and when theg had made'an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to dcstroy
another. 2* And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, ’cheg looked unto the
multitude, and, behold, theg were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escapcd. 25 And when
Jel‘noshaplﬁat and his Peop!e came to take away the sPoil of them, tlﬁey found among, them in
abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and Prcciousjewels, which they striPPed off for
themselves, more than theg could carry away: and they were three dags in ga’c]')ering of the sPoil,
it was so much. 2 And on the fourth dag tl-ney assembled themselves in the va”cy of Bcrac]'lal-l; for
there ’cl’x@y blessed the Lord: therefore the name of the same P!ace was ca”ed, The va”ey of
berac]'xalﬁ, unto this dag. ¥ Then thcy returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and
Jel‘noshaplﬁat in the forefront of them, to g0 again to Jerusalem withjoy; for the Lord had made

them to rejoice over their enemies. 2 And theg came to Jerusalem with Psalteries and harps and



’crumpets unto the house of the Lord. # And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those
countries, when tl'lcg had heard that the Lord ?ought against the enemies of Israel.

In this passage, King Jehoshap]')a’c was faced with a difficult situation. It looked like he had no
chance to win this ba’ctlc, but he knew where to go and whose help to ask for. He went to the Lord
and the He gave him one of the best war strategjes known to man. This PlOQ to defeat the enemy

was glorious.
|essons to learn:

A. 2Then there came some that told Jelﬁoshaplﬁat, saying, There cometh a great multitude
agpinst thee from bcyoncl the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, theg be in

Hazazontamar, which is Engcdi.

a) The king was told about the enemies that were coming against him and that theg

had drawn closer. T]’leg were a great multitude.

D There are times when we geta bad report that our enemies are coming and
c[osing in agains’c us. These enemies may not be Pcoplc‘ Tl’lcg can be

failure, lack, destruction, loss, sickness or disease and so forth.

i These bad reports can come from anyone. From the most loved and
trusted to theleast trusted such as Family members, &oc’cors, [awyers,
friends and so forth etc.

B. *And Jchoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and Proclaimccl a fast
throug]'lout all Judah.

b The king set himself to pray, fast, and seek the Lord. He asked others ’cojoin him
in seeking the Lord.

D We can do the same ’c]’ming. We can ask a few People in our close circle,
family, mentors or people of influence in our lives to stand with us in prayer.
Y peop pray
It is not a multitude that moves the Lord, but there is power in corporate
rayer. If one is in unbelief, one is in faith and this makes a huge difference.
pray g

We need each other in good and bad times.



i) Jelﬁoshaplﬁat feared which is why he sougl'lt the Lord. Althoug]'l it is
commendable that he soug]'lt the Lord, he Perhaps would not have done

that if he had not feared.

e We should seek the Lord not onlg when our back is against the wall.
This should be our ltis’cyle. When trageclg comes and your being
’cl’xrca’cenecl, seek the Lord.

i) Jelﬁoshaplﬁat feared but you should not. The Lord is with you, for you,

around you, before you, behind you, andin you. There isno cause to fear.

C. *And Judah gathcrccl themselves togcthcr, to ask hclp of the Lord: even out of all the
cities of Judah thcy came to seek the Lord. » And all Judah stood before the Lord, with

their little ones, their wives, and their children.

a) The People and the king realized that thcy needed hclp from the Lord, and

everyone came out to Participa’ce in seeking the Lord.

D We need I'ICIP fromthe Lord. This is imPortan‘c for all of us to understand,
yet not Helpjust in the time of need but help always. We can ’caP into the
help of the Hclper (Holg Spirit) to the degrec we want to.

i) Hebrews 416 Let us therefore come éo/al/ﬂ unto the throne of- grace, that
we may obtain merey, and find grace to /76{0 in time of need.

o Ifwe goto the Lord, we will find mercy and grace to I’)C!P usinatime

OF l’lCCd.

i) 1have to mention that we need to be intentional to goto the Lord every time
we encounter a situation, old or new. God mig"lt have fresh direction for us,
and we do not want to be stuck to only what worked in the Pas’c and have

no new leading from the Lord.
b) Notice it says tl‘le ga’c]'mered themselves togctl'ler

D Thisis sPeaking of unitg' Uni’cy is keg to seeingvic’corg' The more united we

are the more victorg we will see and cxpcrience.



D. 5And JChOSl‘laPhat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of
the Lord, before the new court, é And said, O Lord God of our Fatlﬁcrs, art not thou God
in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is
there not power and migl'xt, so that none is able to withstand thee? 7 Art not thou our God,
who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy PCOPIC Israel, and gavest it to
the seed of Abraham thg friend for ever? 8 And tlﬁey dwelt therein, and have built thee a
sanctuary therein for ’c]’my name, saying, 91f, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword,

judgment, or Pestilencc, or famine, we stand before this house;and in tlﬁg presence, (for
’cl’xg name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.
1© And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whomthou wouldest
not let Israel invade, when ’cheg came out of the land of Eggp’c, but they turned from ’clﬂem,
and dcstroged them not; " bel'xold, I say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of ’cl’xg
Possession) which thou hast givenus to inherit. 2O ourGod, wilt thou Aot 'udge them? for
we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what

to do: but our eyes are upon t]']Cc.

a) The king Praycd a prayer of thanksgiving and Praise to the Lord. He did not
comP[ain. He reminded the Lord of how faithful He was in the past, His Promisc to
Abraham and the Possession He had given them.

) Donot comPlain. Pray and rehearse the good ’cf’xings He has done in your
life and how He has delivered you in the Past. Ask God for l'nelp.

b) King Jel'loslﬁaphat understood that he could not win this tlﬁroug]'l his own might.

D Weshould also recognize that very quicklg. We need to be God dcpendent.
We have no migl'mt to have victorg in our own strength. We need God’s I’)elp.

i, We also need to look to the Lord. Our eyes cannot be on Pcople and all
the tlﬁings we have to help us. We need to be believing and trusting’c]'le Lord
for direction. Our eyes MUST be on Him not only in the times of trouble
but in all our dai!y walk. If we look to the Lord, we will avoid many of the
PitFa”s‘ When we take our eyes off of the Lord down to the Pi’mca”s, we fall
inthem. We navigate all the traps and the PitFa”s by looking uP—lookingto

the Lord, not down to our own circumstances, strengths, and abilities.



E. " Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son
of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaplﬁ, came the Spiri’c of the Lord in the midst of
the congregation; 5 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and thou kingJelﬁoslﬁaPhat, Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor clismayccl ]33
reason of this great mukituclc; for the battle is not yours, but God's. ¥ To morrow g0 ye
down against them: behold, ’cl'leg come up !:)9 the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the
end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel. 7Ye shall not need to Fight inthis battle:
set yoursclvcs, stand ye sti", and see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and
Jerusalem: fear not, nor be clismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the Lord will be

with you.

a) As ’c]'leg all gathcred before the Lord in unity, the SPirit of the Lord sPol«t tlﬁroug]')

Jahaziel.

D As thcy sougf'xt the Lord, He spoke. Whenwe seek the Lord, He will speak
to us and give us direction and guiclance. God sPcaks and He is not deaf.

b) Be not afraid.

D The first thing God sPokc was “Be not afraid.” Fear is a hindrance to the
manifestation of the power of God. We need to fear not. If we fear, we will
be discouragcd.

i Thereason tl'neg were dismagcd was because tlﬂeg were looking at the
multitudes and comparing it with their numbers. Did that rea”y matter? The
Lord was with them. Tl-ncy were a majori’cg with the Lord, not a minority.

o). God revealed that the battle was His.

D This is true for all our battles as well. Thcy belong to the Lord. If the battle
is His, then He does the Fig]ﬁting.

i) T]’leg were to set themselves, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord.
d) Notice altl-uouglﬁ the battle was the Lord’s) He told them to goout agains’c them.

D) T]’leg were not going out alone. The Lord was with them.



i We have a Part to Plag. He did not tell them to stay at home. T]neg Playecﬂ a

part in this victory. They had to g0 against them, altl-rouglﬁ tlﬁeg were not to
Figl-rt.

i) Notice that the Lord said theg were not to Figlﬁ’c in this battle. There are
times ’cl’xey Fought before, but this was not goingto be one of them.

V) We have to be sensitive to the Lord. The aPProach migl'l’c clﬁange in this

encounter unlike our exPericnce in the Previous encounters.

F. ®And Jelﬁoslﬂaphat bowed his head with his face to the grounc:l: and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord.? And the Levites, of
the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to Praise
the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice on hig]'].

a) After Jehoshaplﬁat and all the People received direction from the Lord, tl-rcy
worslﬁipped the Lord.

D) Worshippingthc Lord should not be an aFterthougl-nt buta regular Practice.
Nonetheless, he worshippcd the L'ord which is the Pcmccct response in
tragedy.

b) T]’]eg stood up to Praise the Lord with a loud voice on I'ligl'l.

D This ought tobe a way of life notjust aresponse to tragedg. We know this

was keg to their vic’cory‘

G. 2°And tl'meg rose car|3 in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as
’cl’xey went forth, Jc]'los]ﬂapha’c stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of
Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his Prophe’cs,

SO Sl"la” HC PFOSPCT‘.

a) We are established and rooted ’c]ﬁrouglﬁ believingt]ﬂe Lord. f we do not believe the

Lord bg bclicving His messengers, we will not be established nor prosper.

H. 2 And when he had consulted with the Peop!e, he aPPointed singers unto the Lord, and
that should Praise the bcautg of holiness, as ’cheg went out before the army, and to say,
Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever. 2 And when tl-lcy began to sing and to



Praise, the Lord set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir,

which were come against Judah; and thcy were smitten.
a) Notice what HaPPencd. As theg Praised the Lord, victory happened‘

) T]’]eg were notto Fig]'xt, but this did not say tl’lCH were to do en’cirelg notl-ling.
T]’]eg Praised God and deliverance started IﬁaPPening. God set

ambushments against the enemies of Israel and thcg were smitten.

2 For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir,
ut’cerly to slay and destroy them: and when theg had made an end of the inhabitants of
Seir, every one hclped to destroy another. 2* And when Judah came toward the watch
tower in the wilderness, ’cf’xey looked unto the multitudepand, behold, theg were dead
bodies fallen to the earth, and none escapccl. % And when Jehoshaphat and his Peop[e
came to take away the sPoil of them, theg found among, them in'abundance both riches
with the dead bodies, and Preciousjcwels, which theg strippec[ off for themselves, more
than theg could carry away: and theg were three clags in gathcring of the sPoil, it was so
much. 2 And on the fourth dag thcy assembled themselves in the va”cy of Bcracl'lalﬂ; for
there tl-ney blessed the Lord: therefore the name of the same Placc was ca”cd, The va”cy
of Beracl-nah, unto this day. 7 Then ’c"leg returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and
Jel‘noshaplﬁat in the forefront of them, to goagainto Jerusalem witl'ljoy; for the Lord had
made them to rejoice over-their enemies. 2 And ’cl'leg came to Jerusalem with Psalteries and
l'narps and trumPets unto thethouse of the Lord. 2 And the fear of God was on all the
king&oms of those countries, when theg had heard that the Lord gouglﬁt against the

enemies of Israel.

a) By Praising and worslﬁiping God, all the enemies of Judah were defeated for the
Lord set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount sier which
were coming against Judah, and thcy were defeated.

D The enemies destrogecl each other before the face of Judah.

b Praising, God did not on!g bring them victory, but it also brouglﬁ’c them riches in

abundance. T]’)eg collected sPoils such as Preciousjcwels. Judah took three dags

gathering the sPoils for it was too much (verse 25).

) T]’lanksgiving and praise cause the earth to 3iel<ﬂ increase (Psalm 67:5-6).



i) Praising and tl'lanking God also causes us to alwags triumph in Christ. I we

are not triumphing, we need to check or thank-o-meter!
i) Praising God causes manifestation to lﬁaPPen (2 Corinthians 2:14).

c) T]'mrougl-n the leadership of King Jehoshaplﬁat and the People worslﬁippe& God
before and after their victorg. T]’xeg blessed Him (!:)5 giving Him thanks—Psalms
100:4-5) after becoming abundantly riches and sPoils, and for the victory over

their enemies.

d) Praise and tlﬁanksgiving will cause us to exPericnce victorg. Giving thanks to God
and Praising Him is one of the most Powcmcul weapons a!wags at the clisposal of a

believer.

Praise still the enemy and the avenger. Thanksgiving and Praisc = Strcngth

"Out of the mouth of babes and. suc,é//n‘gs hast thou ordained. strcn‘gtﬁ because of thine enemies,
that thou m[g/#csi' still the enemy and the avenger.”
—Psalm8:2

"And said unto /7/'/77, Hearest thou what these saﬂ?Ana/ Jesus saith unto t/7@m, Yea; have ye never
read, Out of the mouth of babes and suoé/fngs thou hast Pcrfcctca’ Prallsc?”
—Matthew 21:16

Tlﬂanksgiving is a form of Praise. When we give thanks to the Lord, we are Praising Him. If we are
unthankful People, we can’t claim to be ones that Praise the Lord. You can’t be thankful if you

l'nave no mcmorg.

Praise and thanksgiving are very Powemcul things we should employ in our lives daily‘ Notice the
commentary of the Ho!g SPirit tl-nroug"] Jesus. Jesus ’c}'xrougl"l the inspira’cion of the Holy SPirit
quoted and intcrchangcably used "ordained strcngth" with “Pchcctccl Praisc."

Therefore, Praise is strengtlm As we Praise the Lord, we release strength into our lives. Two, The
Joy of the Lord is our s’crengtlﬁ (Nehemiah 8:10). Like Praisc,jog is also strengt]ﬂ. Joy will still
(silence and quiet) the enemy and the avenger. As we Praise the Lord, we enter intojog and this

stills (quie’cs} the enemy. Thanksgiving and Praise affect you, God, and the devil.



if we are laclcing in strength, we are lacking injog, Praise, and in thanksgiving because these give
us strength.



