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Fear of the Lord

Among many mentioned subjects in the Word of God, the fear of the Lord ranks in the top three,
yetitis not spoken about as much. One c]uestion we all have to answer regularlg is, Do | have the

fear of God and am | wa”dng init?
What is the fear of God?

In a biblical context, the fear of God is simply an awe; reverence, respect, and honor of God. The

fear of the Lord is above all worshiPingtlﬂc Lord.

Jesus was quoting Deuteronomy 6:1% in Matthew 410 but the use of His words is ’ce”ing about the
fear of God.

a) Deuteronomy 6:15 THOU SHALT FEAR THE LORD THY GOD, and serve him, and shalt

swear f)ﬂ his name.

b) Matthew 4:10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, THOU
SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, and him only shalt thou serve.

D) Jesus used “ WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD” in Matthew 4:10 interchangeably
with FEAR THE LORD THY GOD as quoted in Deuteronomy 6:13.

i) Therefore, to fear the Lord is to worship the Lord. Those who have rejectcd the
Lord do not have the fear of the Lord because tl'meg are worshiping sometl-ling else
other than Him who is the Lord God. Those who aren’t born again do not have the
fear of the Lord. Jesus was and is God (1 timo’chy 3.16) and oug"lt to be worsl'xippe&
and those that clo, trulg have the fear of the Lord.

e Fearofthelord= Worshiping Jesus = Worshiping the Lord ’chy God
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These verses show Jesus rigl'lhcung being worshipped. Matthew 2:1l—Wise men from the cast;
Matthew 8:7_—Lepcr; Matthew 9:18—Jairus; Matthew 4:%—Jesus walks on water and goes to
the boat; Matthew 15:25—Canaanite Woman; Matthew 20:20—Mother of Zebedee's children
(James and Jol-m); Matthew 28:9—Mary Magdalcne and the other Mary; Matthew 28:17—Some
of the discip!es after His resurrection; Mark 5:6—A man with an unclean sPiri’c that was clwelling in
the tombs; Luke 24:52—The disciples atHis ascending; John 9:38—The lame man that was healed
in John.

The command to fear the Lord

The Word of God commands us to fear the Lord. These verses below reveal that this is not cl'loice,

noris it sometlﬁing to be done byjust a few zealots or Preachers‘

a)

b

9

d

e)

Deutcronomg 6:1-2 Now these [are] the Commanc/ments, the statutes, and t/zcjuq’gm@nts,
which the LORD  your God commanded to teach you, that ye m[g/ﬂ' do [them] in the land
whither ye go to possess jt: 2That thou m[g/ﬁcst fear the LORD t/y God, to ,écclo all bis
statutes and his commandments, which | command thee, thou, and L‘/y son, and tﬁﬂ son's

s0n, all the c/ays of i'/y //}[c; and that tﬁﬂ daﬂs may be /Dro/ongca/.

Deuteronomy 6:1% Thou shalt fear the L ORD L‘/y Goaf and serve /7/'/77, and shalt swear f)ﬂ

his name.

Deuteronomy 624 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the
LORD our God. for our gooa’ a/waﬂs, that he m[g/7t preserve us alive, as [itis] at this a/aﬂ.

Deuteronomy 8:6 Therefore thou shalf ,écclo the commandments of the LORD tﬁﬂ Goaf
to walk in bis ways, and to fear bim.

Deuteronomy 10:12-15 And now, lsrac[ what doth the LORD t/y God requ/rc of t/7@c, but
to fear the LORD tﬁﬂ God, to walk in all bis ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD
tﬁﬂ God with all f/zg heart and with all t/y sou/, 3 To ,écclo the commandments of the
LORD, and his statutes, which | command thee this a’aﬂ for i'/?ﬂ gooa’ 7



D

h)

Deuteronomy 10:20 Thou shalt fear the LORD i'/zg God- him shalt thou serve, and to him

shalt thou cleave, and swear f)ﬂ his name.

Deuteronomy 15:4 Ye shall walk atter the LORD your God, and fear bum, and ,écclo his

commandments, and obcﬂ his voice, and ye shall serve bim, and cleave unto bim.

Joshua 2414 Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve bim in sincerity and in truth: and
loutawaﬂ the goals which your fathers served on the other side of the [/ooaf and in Egg/pt;
and serve ye the LORD.

The fear of the Lord has to be tauglﬁ’c and learned.

Did you know that the fear of the Lord has to be taug]'mt? if it has to be ‘caug]')t this means it

does not come natura”g. No one is born with the fear of the Lord, that is wlﬁg we have to be

born again.

You do notjust wake up with the fear of the Lord. It is going to take some effort on our Part

and some rencwing of the mind (Romans 12:1-2).

a) Deuteronom y 14:22-23 Thou shalt i'ru/ﬂ tithe all the increase of tﬁﬂ sccaf that the field
fm’ngct/z forth year [y year. 23 And thou shalt eat before the L ORD f/iﬂ Goaf in the
lo/acc which he shall choose to /D/acc his name there, the tithe of tﬁﬂ corn, of L‘/y wine,
and of thine o, and the ﬁrst//h‘gs of L‘/y herds and of i'/y Hocks; that thou mayest
learn to fear the LORD i'/y God a/ways.

D Notice that the fear of the Lord has to be learned. 1t does not I’xappcn
au’coma’cica”y or natura”g. This passage reveals that the fear of the Lord is

being faithful in giving our tithes.

b) 2 Kin s 17:28 Then one of the Ioricsts whom L‘/wsﬂ had carried away from Samaria came
and dwelt in Beth-el, and taug’nf them how t/ksy should fear the LORD.

c) Psalm»4.11 Come, ye C/7//a/rcn, hearken unto me: Iwill teach you the fear of the LORD.



D This lcarning comes through the Word of God (Deuteronomy 17:18-20). As we
read the Worcl, we learn to fear God.

d) Ha ggai 1:12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Joshua the son of Josedech,
the /J{g/7 loricst, with all the remnant of the locop/c, obcyca/ the voice of the LORD their
God, and the words of Haggar the /Droloﬁci; as the LORD their God had sent him, and
the /D(:‘O/D/C‘ did fear before the LORD.

e) Deuteronomy 4:9-10 On/ﬂ take heed to t/ysc/:{ and ,écelo i'/zg soul a///[gcnt/ / Jest thou
[Ofg@f the f/7/}7g5 which thine eyes have seen, and lest Zf'/7€ﬂ cfcloarf from f/iﬂ heart all
the daﬂs of tﬁﬂ Ite: but teach them f/zg sons, and tﬁﬂ sons' sons; 10 [SPCCIQ//ﬂ ] the
a’aﬂ that thou stoodest before the L ORD tﬁﬂ God in Horc[z when the LORD said
unto me, Gather me the /DCO/D/G L‘ogct/mer, and Iwill make them hear my Wora's, that tﬁcy
may learn to fear me all the days that t/my shall lve upon the carlﬁ and [1 i'/7at] tﬁcy
may teach their children.

) Notice that when we hear His Words (voice), we will learn to fear Him.

i This lcarning comes through the Word of God (Deuteronomy 17:18-20). As we
read the Worcl, we learn to fear God.

b Deuteronomy 1%:10-11 And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he
hath soug/# to thrust thee away from the LORD tﬁﬂ Goaf which f)rougﬁt thee out of
the land of Eggpt, from the house of éona’a‘ge. 11 And all 1srael shall /7@3@ and [car,
and shall do no more any such wickedness as this is among you. ( Deuteronomy 17:12-

13; 19:16-20).

D wewant People to fear the Lord, we need to deal with certain behaviors that
’cl’xey manifest contrary to God’s Word, so tl'lcg hear and fear. if no action is
ever taken against sin, PCOPIC will not learn the fear of God. The fear of the
Lord oug]'lt to be taugl'l’c (Psalm 34-11).

2. Beinthe fear of the Lord all dag long



a)

Proverbs 25:17 Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD
all the a’aﬂ /ong

D We ought to be in the fear of the Lord all dag long, not Part of the dag.

3. All the inhabitants of the world

a)

Psalms 3.8 [ et all the carth tear the L ORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand

in awe of bim.

D The fear of the Lord is notjus’c for the clcrgg or the Preachcrs, but the entire

world. We have no excuse not to fear the Lord.

4. A person who says there is no God is not only afool but has no Fear) reverence and honor of
the Lord.

R

a)

b

Jesus

a)

Psalm 141 The fool hath said in bis heart, [There is] no God. Tﬁcy are corrupt, tﬁcy
have done abominable works, [there is] none that doeth gooa’.

Psalm 53:1 The fool hath said in his heart, [There is] no God. Corrupt are i’/7(:‘ﬂ, and
have done abominable /'n/qu/tﬂ: [there is] none that doeth good

Examplcs of fearing the Lord:

Isaiah 1:1-3 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of- Jesse, and a Branch
shall ‘grow out of his roots: 2 And the s/oir/'t of the LORD shall rest upon him, the SID/r/L‘
of wisdom and undcrstancﬁhg the splhl' of counsel and m[g/7t, the 5/0/%/1' of, énow/cq/gc
and of the tear of the . ORD; 3 And shall make him of c;u/c,é una’crstana//}zg in the fear

of the LORD: and he shall noijuc‘fgc atter the S{gﬁf of his eyes, nesther reprove atter

the ﬁcar/hg of his cars:



D This Prophecg is about the Lord Jesus. Jesus had and walked in the fear of
God.

2. Joscph

a) Genesis 39:9 There /s none greaterin this house than I: neither hatt be ,éclot back any
i'ﬁ/n‘g from me but thee, because thou art his wite: how then can | do this great

wickedness, and sin against God?

i) Joseph revealed to us w]ﬁy he would not have sexual relations with Po‘ciphar’s
wife. Itis because he had a fear of the Lord. He did not want to sin against God.
He saw this sin as a sin against God, not Potipl-nar, althougl-n it would have been
a sin against him. He had a greater and biggcr cause wlﬁg he would not commit
sin. He feared God. He worsl'liPPed, honorccl, and reverenced God more than

man.
ii) Lord, help me walk in the fear of the Lord all my life.
3. Eariy church
a) Acts 9:3 Then had the churches rest fﬁroug/mut all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria,
and were edited- and wa/,é/n‘g in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Ho/ﬂ
Ghost, were mu/i'/lb//éd

b) F:Plﬁesians 5:21 5u[>m/i‘t/hgﬂoursc/vcs one to another in the fear of God.

c) F:Plﬁesians 5:3% Nevertheless let every one of you n loar‘['/cu/ar 50 love his wite even as

himselt: and the wite [see] that she reverence [her] hushand.

D The same word that was translated fear in Ephesians 5:21 was translated

reverence here in F:Phcsians 5:%3.



d

1 Peter 3:15 But sancf/}(ﬂ the Lord God in your hearts: and [be] rcaq/g a/waﬂs to [g’vc -/
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the /70/06 that is in you with

ITI(:‘CAI’ICSS 3/‘70/ [63/‘:

4. Daniel and three friends feared God more than the lcing

Daniel feared God more than man and would not comPromise. One of the reasons we

comPromise is because we do not have the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord will l(CCP us

from comPromise.

a)

b
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5. Job

a)

Daniel 1:8 But Danie/ /Durloosca/ in his heart that he would not detle himself with the

Ioonf/on of the ,é/n‘g’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore be rcqucstcc/

of the /Drincc of the eunuchs that he m[g/# not detile himself-

Daniel 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abca/ncgo, answered and said to the ,é/ng, O
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not caretul to answer thee (not atraid) in this matter. If it be
s0, our God whom we serve is able to delver us from the bum/ng [i@rﬂ turnace, and he
will deliver us out of thine hand, O ,é/ng,. But it not, be it known unto thee, O ,é/ng that
we will not serve i'/y goa’s, nor wors/w/b the go/a’cn image which thou hast set up.

Daniel 6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was s[gncaf he went into his house;
and his windows [)@/hg open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his
knees three times a a/aﬂ, and /Draﬂcaf and gave thanks before his Goaf as he dd

atoretime.

Job 11 “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Jo[a; and that man was

locn[cct and upr[g/#, and one that feared Goaf and eschewed evil.”

D This text makes says that Job eschewed evil, which means he hated evil. The
Amplhciccl version says that he “abstained from and shunned evil.” We won’t
tru!g abstain from someone we do not hate because when we hate some’cl'xing,
we lose the desire to Participa’ce in it. Slﬁunning evil leads to abs’caining and

departing fromit.



i) Notice that there is no gcnuinc fear of the Lord that excludes hatred for evil.
One of the major deterrent from sin is to devclop a hatred for it. Very few
Pcop!c will do what tl-ney hate. We cannot separa’ce hatred for evil from Fearing
God.

What is the fear of the Lord?

Before | define the fear of the Lord, I must say that we have the grace (Goc:l’s enabling power and
abi[itg that undeserved, unearned, and unmerited) to walk in the fear of the Lord. For cvergtl-ning
the Lord asks us to do, He equiPs and empowers us to do it. We should not do it in our own

strengt}m God works in us both to will and to do for His good Pleasure.

1. bcginning of wisdom

a) Psalm 10 The fear of the LORD [is] the bcg’nmhgozf wisdom: a good understanding
have all tﬁcﬂ that do [his commandments]: his /Draise endureth for ever.

b) Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge
of the /70£L/ Jis] understanding:.

c) Proverbs 15%% The fear of the LORD [is] the instruction of wisdom; and before
honour [is] /7um///iy.

2. bcginning of know!edge

a) Proverbs 1.7 The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning of knowledge: [but] fools

dcsplisc wiscdom and instruction.

) Knowledge Precedes by wisdom, but all of them begin by the fear of Lord.

3. Loving the Lord



a) Exodus 20:6 And sﬁcw/n‘g mercy urnto thousands of them that love me, and ,écclo my
commandments. |_uke 1:50 And his mercy [is] on them that fear him from generation to

gcncrat/bn,

“,

D These two verses use the words “fear Him”and “ove me ”interclﬁangeablg.

i) To fear the Lord = to love the Lord, and to love the Lord = to fear the Lord.

Those who claim otherwise are deceived.

b) Psalm97:10 ve that love the LORD, hate evil- he lorcscrvctﬁ the souls of bis saints; he
delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.

D Hwe love the Lord, we need to hate evil which is the fear of the Lord (Proverbs
8:13). Again, loving the Lord does not g0 without ha’cing evil. Those who love
the Lord will hate evil.

i) Loving the Lord = Fearing God = Iﬁating evil (Proverbs 8:13)

4. Loving the good

a) Amos 5:15 Hate the cvil and love the good. and establish jua’gmcnt in the gate: it may
be that the LORD God of hosts will be gracfous unto the remnant of. Josc/o/z

) Hating evil is the Fearing of the Lord (Proverbs 8:13). When we hate evil, it is
because we love good and estab[isl'ljudgment inthe gate. Again, itis imPossible
to love good and not hate evil. Those who claim to love what is good but do not

have a hatred for evil are deceived and tl'leg do not have the fear of the Lord.
e Hating evil = Fcaring God = loving the goocl
i) Many People do not have a fear for the Lord because of their love for the

’cl’xings of this world. We can’t love the world and love God at the same time. Its

impossiblc. We need to choose one and give up on the other.



e 1John 2:15 Love not the Wor/d, neither the t/7/ngs that are in the world.
/3 any man Jove the world, the love of the Father is not in bim.

o “World” means “the ungodly multitude; the whole mass of men alienated
from God, and therefore hostile to the cause of Christ” (Tlﬁaycr’s
Definition)

5. Fcaring the Lord is trusting the Lord

a) Psalm 1150113 Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he [is] their /76{0 and their
shield. 12 The LORD hath been mindful of us: he will bless [us]; he will bless the house
of /srac/; he will bless the house of Aaron. 13 He will bless them that fear the L ORD,
[both] small and great.

) ngou are trusting in 3ourse|F and your own goodness, you do not fear God.
i) Fearing Godis trusting God. If we aren’t trusting God, we aren’t Fearing Him.

b) Proverbs 29:25 The tear of man br/ngct/z a snare: but whoso PUﬂ'Cf/? his trust in the
LORD shall be sate.

D The oPPosite of Fearing man is Fearing God.

i) Some defined the fear of the Lord as Fearing notlﬁing else. To fear God is to
fear notl'ling else, not man, death, sickness or disease. Wlﬁy? Because He tells
us to fear not, Fearing is some’cl'ling else is going contrary to what He instructs
us and it’s not Fearing Him.

The fear of the Lord is not terror. Jesus has borne ourjudgment (Jo]'m 12:32).

<) Psalm 403 And be hath /Duta new song n my mout/7, [even] loraisc unto our God- many
shall see [it], and fear, and shall trust in the L ORD.

6. Fearofthe Lordis departing from evil.
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a)

b

9

d

Proverbs 3:5-9 Trustin the L ORD with all thine /icari'; and lean not unto thine own
unc/crstana’/hg 6inall t/y ways ac;énow/ca"gc him, and he shall direct tﬁﬂ /Dat/is. 7 Be
not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and a’c’panf from evil. 8 It shall be health to
tﬁﬂ navel, and marrow to i'/?ﬂ bones. 9 Honour the LORD with i'/y substance, and with
the firsttruits of all thine increase:

D Those who ’crulg love the Lord will depart from evil. Claiming to love the Lord
and not deParting from evil is not the fear of the Lord. A genuine fear and

reverence of the Lord will cause a person to dcpart from evil.

i) Trustingthe Lord, acknowledging Himin all our ways, and not beingwise inour

own eyes are all characteristics of Fcaring the Lord.

Proverbs 1416 A wise man feareth, and c/cloaffetﬁ from evil- but the fool ragctﬁ, and is
contident.

i) Thisis talking about a reverential kind of fear. A fear that is toward the Lord,
not People or terror. Fearing the Lord causes a departure from evil. To fear
the Lord is to chart form evil.

Proverbs 16:6 By mercy and truth /'n/qw'iy /5 /Dugea’: and [y the fear of the LORD
[men] c/cloaff from evil.

D One of the reasons Peop[e sin is because tlﬁey have no fear of the Lord. The

more we fear the Lord, the goc:”ier we will become.

Proverbs 16:17 The /7[g/7waﬂ of the upﬂ"gﬁf /5 to a/cloafi' from evil- he that Lc@loctﬁ his

wayy /Drcscrvctﬁ his soul.

DA higlwwag is the main road. In the same way, the main road for the uPrig]'mt is
departing form evil. Higlﬁwags l‘lClP us travel faster, safer and without
obstacles. This is what the fear of the Lord does to us. The fear of the Lord
which we have a!readg defined in multiple ways will cause us to g0 far and

achieve the call of God in our lives.

1



i The I’ligl'lwag can also be likened to a staircase bg which we can climb lﬁigl'ler.

7. Fearing the Lord is notjus’c to dePart from evil but to hate evil. Fcaringtl'!c Lord = hate evil

One time | was entering a grocery store, and 1 found a bunch of guys stealing the Products
that were on displag on the entrance of the suPermarket, because I hated evil, I called the
securitg onthem and we ran after them to aPPrel-lcncl them. If 1 did not have a fear of the Lord,
I wouldn’t have done that. | hated what ’c]’meg were doing.

a) Psalm 9710 ve that love the LORD, hate evil: he lorcscrvctﬁ the souls of bis saints; he
delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.

b) Proverbs 8:1% The fear of the LORD [is] to hate evil: ’pn'a’c, and arrogancy, and the
evil way, and the froward mout/7, do 1 hate.

D) Fcaring the Lord is to hate evil. Those who don’t hate evil don’t fear God. It is

all talk and no action.

i) According to this verse, the true fear of the Lord is to hate evil. God hates
Pridc, arrogance, the evil way, and the forward mouth. The Lord hates these
’cl’xings' Notice that He doesn’t hate Pcoplc who do these ’c]’mings, but He hates
these acts. There is a l-nugc difference. We need to hate what the Lord hates.

c) Romans 12:9 /et love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil- cleave to that
which is good

D Genuine love is without lﬁgpocrisg. It has a hatred for evil. When we hate evil, we

cleave to what is good.

i) We won’t clcPart from what we do not hate. We need to work on our caPacity
to hatc—-no, not Pcoplc but evil. i you do not hate cvil, sin, and ungoc"incss,
you will Participatc.

d Eplﬁcsians 4:26-27 Be e angry, and sin not: let not the sun g0 down upon your wrath:
Neither give /D/acc to the devil,

12



i)

fif)

V)

James 4:7 Submit ﬂoursc/vcs therefore to God. Resist the de V/z and he will flee

from you.
One of the ways to hate evil is by bcing angry at sin, hence resistingthe devil.
o Those who have no hatred for evil will not resist the devil.

Jesus was angry at sin and made a wl'xip and drove merchants out of the
Temple. He did this twice (at the beginning and at the end).

o John 2:14-17; Matthew 21:12-16; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-446.

Psalm 44 Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your

bed, and be still. selah.

e The word “awe” here means to be angry (see the NKJV, and the
Amplhcicd). Thisis ta“dng abouta godlg anger as Ephesians 4:26-27.

o fwearen't angry, we will sin. Anger is meant to Fight against sin and evil

and its author—Satan.

e) Job 1.l “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Jo[a; and that man was

locn[cct and ulor[g/#, and one that feared Goaf and eschewed evil.”

)

i)

This text makes says that Job eschewed evil which means he hated evil. The
Amplhciccl version says that he “abstained from and shunned evil.” We won’t
tru!g abstain from that which we do not hate. Slﬁunning evil leads to abstaining
and departing from it.

Notice that there is no genuine fear of the Lord that excludes hatred for evil.
One of the major deterrent from sin is to Aevclop a hatred for it. Very few
Peop!e will goout of their way to do that which tlﬁey hate. Hatred for evil is one
of the ways forward.
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8. Giving our tithes and/or oﬁccrings s Fearing the Lord.

a)

b

Proverbs 3:7-10 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and c/cloaft from evil. 8
1t shall be health to tﬁﬂ na vc/, and marrow to i'/zg bones. 9 Horour the LORD with t/y
su[)stancq and with the firstfrsts of all thine increase: 10 So shall tﬁﬂ barns be filled
with lo/cmfg, and t/y presses shall burst out with new wine.

D Those who do not fear the Lord are not givers. Giving honors the Lord. If we
do not give, we are not honoring the Lord and aren’t wa”<ing in the fear of the
Lord.

Deuteronomy 14:22-23 Thou shalt i'ru/ﬂ tithe all the increase of- tﬁﬂ sccaf that the feld
f)nhgct/i forth year [y year. 23 And thou shalt eat before the LORD f/iﬂ God, in the
lo/acc which he shall choose to /D/acc his name there, the tithe of tﬁﬂ corn, of L‘/y wine,
and of thine oil. and the ﬁrst//h‘gs of L‘/y herds and of t/y Hocks; that thou mayest
Jearn to fear the LORD t/y God a/waﬂs.

D Notice that the fear of the Lord has to be learned. 1t does not I’xaPPcn
au’coma’cica”y or natura”g. This passage reveals that the fear of the Lord is
being faithful in gjving our tithes. When we Fai’c]'ncully give, we learn to fear the
Lord.

9. Walking in uprightness

a)

Proverbs 142 He that walketh in bis upr[gﬁtncss feareth the . ORD: but he that is
perverse in his ways a/cs/olisctﬁ fum.

D) Walking in uprightness is Fearing the Lord. Those who aren’t walkinggodlg do
not fear the Lord.

i Thisis ’calking about someone who is !iving right and godly‘ One who'is walking
ina riglﬁ’ceous and lhcestgle.

10. Walking in integritg is walking in the fear of the Lord.
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a) Proverbs 207 Thcjus’c man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.
) Walking in integrity is Proﬁ"cab!e not only to us but also to those who are
surrounded and associated with us. Our children can and will reap blessings
from our integrity and uPriglﬁtness. On the other side, the oPPosi’ce is true as
well. Those who walk in dishones’cy and alack of character not only affect their

lives but the lives of their children and those associated with them.

1. Not taking advantage of others

a) Leviticus 19:14 Thou shalt not curse the deat, nor put a stumé//ngb/ock betore the
blind, but shalt fear tﬁﬂ God- I [am] the LORD.

) Mistreating the deaf, cursing them, being ProFane toward them because tlﬂeg

can’t hear us is not Fearing the Lord.

The deaf can be extended to mean taking aclvantagc of those who have not

heard or have missed a vital communication about some’ching.
i) Se’cting traPs and taking advan’cage of the blind because tlﬂcy can’t see is not
Fearing the Lord. One who does all these ’chings does not have the fear of the

Lord.

This includes lying and cheating those who may not be knowledgeablc about
somcthing.

12. Not oPPressing one another

a) Leviticus 25:17 Ye shall not therefore oppress one anot/zcr; but thou shalt fear i'/zg
God- for ! [am] the LORD  your God.

1%. Fear of those in Autl'xori’cy
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Proverbs 2421 My son, fear thou the L ORD and the ,é/’ng: and meddlle not with them that are
gvento c/mngc:

a) Fear of the Lord is lﬁonoring those in autlﬁority. Of course, this does not include
comP[iance with ungodlg commands. Rcmcusing to fear the king or authoritg is not
wa”dng in the fear of the Lord.

b) We are to fear notjust the Lord, but the king (those in autlﬂority) and not mingle or

intermix with those who are given to rebellion.

c) Romans 1%:1-5 Let every soul be subject unto the hig]'ler powers. For there is no power
but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2Whosoever therefore resisteth
the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and theg that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation. >For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. wilt
thou then not be afraid of the Power? dothatwhichis good, and thou shalt have Praise
of the same: *For he is the minister of God to thee for good' But if thou do that which
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a
revenger to exccute wrath upon him that doeth evil. *Wherefore e must needs be

subjcct, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.

Advantagcs or Benefits to the fear of the Lord

. Fearofthe Lord Produces holiness

a) 2 Corinthians 7:1 Ha ving therefore these /DFOINI:SC.S, a/car/ﬂ beloved, let us cleanse ourselves

from all tilthiness of the Hesh and. slol'rii; pcr%ct/h‘g holiness in the fear of God.

D Holiness is Pemcectccl in the fear of God. We can’t live ho!g if we do not have the
fear of God. Simplg put, the fear of the Lord = Holiness.

2. Fearthe LORD our God is for our good a!wags
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a) Deuteronom y 624 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the
LORD our God, for our gooa’ a/waf/s, that he m[g/7t preserve us alve, as [t is] at this

clay

b Deuteronomy 5:29 O that there were such an heart in i'/?.em, that t/k?y would fear me,
and Lc@lo all my commandments a/waﬂs, that it m[gplttbc well with them, and with their

children forever!

D) Fcaring the Lord is alwags for our own good and wellness. Those who refuse

to fear the Lord will miss out on having things g0 well for them.
. Releases the blessing of God in our lives.

a) Psalm 15:101-13 Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: be [is] their /76/;) and their
shield. 12 The LORD hath been mindful of us: he will bless [us]; he will bless the house
of /srae/; he will bless the house of Aaron. 13 He will bless them that fear the LORD,
Jboth] small and great.

. Nowant/lack

a) Psalm34:9 O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear bim.

. Pleases the Lord.

a) Psalm 14701 The LORD taketh lo/casurc in them that fear bim, in those that /70/06 in his

mercy.
D The Lord is delighted in us fearing Him. it brings Him joy and pleasure.

. The fear of the Lord prolongs days.

a) Proverbs 10:27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked

shall be shortened.
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b) Proverbs 14:27 The fear of the LORD [is] a fountain of lite, to a/cloari' from the snares
of death.

c) Proverbs19:23 The fearof the LORD [tendeth] to lite: and [he that hath it] shall abide
satistied: be shall not be visited with evil.

D) These verses reveal that a lack of a fear for the Lord will shorten our days. We

need to purpose to be in the fear of the Lord.
7. Satisfaction

a) Proverbs19:23 The fearofthe LORD [tendeth] to lite: and [he that hath it] shall abide
satistied: be shall not be visited with evil.

D The fear of the Lord brings and causes us to remain, abide, live in satisfaction
and have need for notlﬁing. if we are not abiding satisfied, we need to look at

our fear of the Lord because he that has it shall abide satisfied.

i) Because we have the fear of the Lord, we are satisfied and won’t go out and

do certain ungodly tl-nings.
8. Not visted by evil

a) Proverbs19:23 The fearofthe LORD [tendeth] to lite: and [he that hath it] shall abide
satistied: be shall not be visited with evil.

D The fear of the Lord will bring satisfaction and in the end will Protcct us from

making decisions that could bring evil upon us.
i Thisis not to say that evil will never come against us (2 Timothg 3:12), but when
we are in the fear of the Lord, we can stop the visitation of many evils. The fear

of the Lors Protec’cs us from self incflicted wounds.

i We may ne afflicted but we have a Promise of deliverance from all.
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o Psalm 3419 Many are the atflictions of the r[g/7tcou5: but the LORD
delivereth bim out of them all

9. The fear of the Lord gives us confidence.

a) Proverbs 14:26-27 In the fear of the LORD [is] strong contidence: and his children
shall have a /D/aCC of rczfugc.

D we want to have confidence, we need to walk in the fear of the Lord. Thiis
one crucial way to get strongconﬁclcnce. If we are !acking in strongcomcidence,

we know the cause—a lack of the fear of the Lord.

10. Riches, Honor and life

a) Proverbs 22:4 By humlfiiy [and] the fear of the LORD [are] riches, and honour, and
Ite.

D The fear of the Lord brings and Produces honor, riches and life.

b) Proverbs 1516 Better [is] little with the fear of the | ORD than great treasure and
trouble therewith.

1l. Fearof the Lord is a treasure.

a) lsaiah 33:6 And wisdom and ,énow/cc{gc shall be the stab/ﬁtﬂ of i'/zg times, [and]
strcngfﬁ of salvation: the fear of the LORD [is] his treasure.

12. Antidote to envy

a) Proverbs 2317 Let not thine heart envy sinners: but [be thou] in the fear of the LORD
all the a’aﬂ /ong

D We need to be in the fear of the Lord all clag long (all the time), notjus’c a part
of the c]ay orjust at certain times. This is sPeaking ofa continuitg in gearingthe
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Lord. If we do, some of the benefits is that our hearts will be guarded from

Cl’]V\lj.

e James 316 For where en gg/ngana/ strite s, there is confusion and e very

GVI/ Wor A .

i One of the ways we can accomplish that is bg kceping our minds s’caged upon
the Lord.
3. HaPPiness

a) Proverbs 28:14 Ha/oloﬂ /s the man that feareth a/waﬂs: but he that hardeneth bis heart
shall fall into mischiet-

i) Thisis sPeaking about reverence and the fear of God. Those who fear God
are ]'laPPy. What does this say of those who do not fear the Lord? Tl’leg are
not l’xappg. Our haPPiness is directlg Proportional to our fear of the Lord.
Those who are looking for haPPiness while cxc!uding the fear of the Lord have
missed the blessing that comes with it which is haPPiness.

ii) Note that this passage says ALWAYS. We need to fear the Lord always, not
sPoradicallg. Many fear the Lord, but tl-ney do that occasiona”y. We need to
be consistency in the fear of the Lord.

o Proverbs 23.17 Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear
of the LORD all the a’ay /ong.

iii) We also learn that those who are heart hardcned, have no fear of the Lord and

therefore fall into mischief.

In conclusion,

Ecclesiastes 12:15 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear Gocl, and chP his
commandments: for this [is] the whole [cluty] of man.
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