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Alwa95 Do the Riglﬁt Thing

Then David took hold on bis clothes, and rent them; and lkewise all the men that were with him:
And tﬁcﬂ moumcaf and W@pi’, and fasted unt//cvcn, for Saué and for Jonathan his son, and for
the loco/o/e of the LORD, and for the house of /srac/; because t/my were fallen bﬂ the sword.

— 2 Samuel 1:11-12

We cannot take another Pcrson’s actions as an excuse to not do what is rigl"lt We must be devoted

to doing what is rigl"l’c, regardless of other Pcop!c’s actions.

Seeing how David had treated Saul earlier, his actions were consistent. He continuouslg treated
him with love and respcct. I do not believe for one second that he was 1Ca|<ing it. This was a heart-

driven sincere action bg David (2 Samuel 1:11-12) .

What would you have done iFgou found out that your enemy had died? Most Pcoplc would throw
an ovcrnigl"l’c party to celebrate the death of their enemy, but not David. David had seen the
defeat of his nation, the death of his best friend Jonathan, and the death of the Lord’s anointed,
Saul. David did not rfjoicc) but he instead mourned for them all. His men also followed his
lcaclerslwip and mourned for the death of all the slain children of 1srael, including the king and his

son, Jonathan.

This is not an easy tlﬁing to do, but it is the riglﬁ’c ’ching. Saul had made David a vagabond. He had
Pursued to kill David mu[tiplc times, but David had sParcd Saubs life whenever he had oPPortunitg
to kill him. Yet when his enemy, Saul, died, he mourned for him and fasted.

And tﬁcﬂ moumcaf and Wc/DL‘, and fasted uni'//c‘vcn, for Sau/, and for Jonathan his s0n, and for
the loco/o/e of the LORD, and for the house of /srac/; because tﬁeﬂ were fallen f)ﬂ the sword.

— 2 Samuel 1:11-12



Notice the order in which this is stated. It says he mourned and fasted “for Saul, and for Jonathan
his son, and for the People of the Lord, and for the house of Israel.” This does not say he
mourned for Jonathan his friend and the children of Israel. 1t puts Saul first, making a Point of
Priori’cy, and saying he was notjust mourning his friend Jonathan, but also for the very man that
continua”g sougl'lt to take his life.

But David did not stop, he went on to kill the very messenger that had “mercy~‘<i||e<ﬂ Saul.” Wlﬁg
did Pavid think this way when it was clear that Saul was his enemy? David was a godly man. He was
not Plcased with the death of saul, and he Punislﬁed the man who confessed to doing so. David
still did not stop there.

We do not see him ever celebrating the arrival of his kingdom as a result of the death of saul.
David had every rigl'l’c to do so—Saul was his advcrsarg. But he did not. If David was out to Please
the Pcoplc like saul was known to do, most of the PCOPIC would have sided with David. They
would not have been offended if he had celebrated the death of Saul, the man that had sought
dag and nig"lt for his life. But again, David did not view tl-nings like the world did. He was a god!g

man and his view was a god!g view.

An average person would have asked, “What’s wrong, with David? Celebrate and rejoice; your
enemy has died, and your kingdom has also arrived.” David would not buy into that tlﬁinking and
would have asked, “What is wrongwi’c]'x you?”

Rﬁ'o/cc with them that do rcjo/cc, and weep with them that weep.
— Romans 1215

David’s actions after the death of Saul clcar!y set him apart as a true man of God. He mourned

with those who mourned, fasted with those who fasted, and wept with all who wept.

Other People’s actions do not excuse us from doing the rigl'xt tl-ning. What is rigl'xt is rigf'xt
regarc”ess of what everyone else is doing. We must do the rigl-lt tl"ling Fo“owing the given
instructions and with a gooc] attitude (Philippians 214 Do all i’/7//755 without murmurings and
a’ispuﬁngs:}. Success is notdown to simply doingthc riglﬁ’c ’ching, but also having’che rigl-nt attitude.

In Uganda where I lived, 1 have seen People who will bribe and say it is because the system is
corrupt. T]’xey say tlﬁings like, 1 will g0 ’cojail if 1 did not bribe this person. well, g0 tojai!. You are
better off being injail having done the rigl'xt and honorable tl-ning than g0 home with a lack of
integrity. Sl’lockingly, believers are the very Peop!e that are Participatingi nfu rtlﬁeringthc Problem
instead of bringing about a solution. The lig]'lt is not shining. The salt of the carth is not having



the effect it should have. The very same People who are complaining about corruPtion in the
government yet, ttxeg are Promoting and Participating in it in their Private sector and the excuse

tney give is; the system is corrupt. What a sorry attitude! What a lame excuse!

Just because everyone around you is unfaithful to his or her spouse does not release you to do

the same. It is wrong, and ungoc“y even thougl'i other People are doing it.

I have driven in KamPala and 1 will tell you that it is very strange. Few People observe the law. |
know People whom when tneg were stoPPecl bg Police refuse to stop after all the Police in many
cases cannot do a chase due to very imited resources. These folks have no resPect for law
enforcement nor the Po[ice officers gjving an excuse of them beingcorrupt. Iwas shocked "iearing
that these believers did not stop. It was mind boggling. Wl’ig was | shocked, and mind boggled?
Because theg knew better. Tl’leg new the right thing to do yet t]'ieg did not do it. Tl’leg did not
obeg-whic]'i is and was the riglﬁt tning to do.

Inmany cases People resPect queues at least in most of the Places-but not when tlﬁey encounter

traicticjam, but w]ﬂy not? Do ti’xeg not know what is the rignt t]'iing to do? Of course, tlﬁeg do.

Tratticjam brings the best or the worst out of PeoP[e at least in KamPala, Uganda. The lack of
discipline to keep the traffic queues is not accePtable esPeciany when those that know what is

riglﬂt choose to do otherwise. Tl’leg will drive in the oPPosite and/or via the wrong lane tlﬁerebg

creating a new lane and cut off other drivers who are a head of them in the queue. The unrulg

drivers careless for those who have been waiting in the traffic queue forso long. Here is how tl'ieg

tnink, or I have heard them say, “Do you not know /70W/}77/Dori'ant/ am than you are?/do not have
time. | cannot wait. | have to cut you off- By the way, you are Sl’IJ/D/b/ to sit there in trathic for so
/ong You can do exact[g what | am a/o/ng ’To them, the one who is in a queue is a fool or have

notlﬁing to do. Whg l<eeP the law and be in an endless queue esPecia”y when everyone else is

breaking it? Rigl'it? Wrong! These wild drivers can come and find a queue of about 60 cars and

tney will drive and cut off 20 cars each time and then do it again. Tl-ney have no respect and regard

for anyone else nor the rule of law. 1 recall sPeaking to one of my staff about this and he said, ¢
you sit there you will never get home.”He was saying you have to break the law and disrespect all

those who came before you because if you do not, you will never get home. Of course, that is not

true. | have gotten home every time | have been in these [ong tratticjam queues. Yes, It took a little

!onger because I was resPecting the law and others in the traffic queue, not cutting them off bg

driving from the back of the queue to the front of them.

Again, many Peop!e would not do this if it were a long human queue, it would be embarrassing to

them but when it comes to driving, tl'ieg do it. This is a double standard, and it is unacceptable.



There is one tlﬁing that | do. If someone will skiP the queue or drive past the line to try to get a
head of them and ask me to getinto the line where | am—in front of me, 1 do not let them in. Tneg
can sweat blood or rocks, but 1 have no space for them if tl'leg have been disrespec’mcul to others
and the law. I will drive close to the vehicle in front of me (bumper to bumper) and will not let the

tramcmcicjam cheats in. I will not further that bad behavior. 1 will not reward it.

Let me end with this, | have also seen businesspeople who have different Prices for different
Peop!e. Tney will make up Prices based on how you look, sound, or dressed. I have seen many
Peop!e cl‘narge double or triP[e because ’cney saw a white brother or sister. This is demonic, for a
lack of better words. This ought not to be so. This is outright ungodlg and unacceP’cable. Should

you sound American or European, tlﬁey ins’cant!g camouﬂage to cheat.

For some who offer services, if tlﬁey find out that you are a ministry or an NGO (Non-Government
Organization), they will cl‘narge you double or more. Wny? Tney think these organizations have a
lot of money, but even if tl'leg do, itis ungoc”g and unethical to cheat. The rignt tning has to be
done. These are not godly business Practices or dealings' This is taking advantage of People,
organizations, or ministries. | detest these ’cnings. They are ungoc”y dealings. Many of these
businesspeople will gveyoua quote where tl-ney will have you pay for every exPenditure tney incur
Plus their labor. In other words, ’cneg will transfer all the expense to the consumer. This is also
ungodly. The businessperson has a share of expenses, but simply transFerring all the costs to the
buger is not ethical and also shoots the Prices ’c]nrougl-n the roof. Many of these are there to simplg
collect all the Promcit and make consumer pay for all their costs. Altlﬁougl'l I believe tl-ney ought to
make a Proﬁ’c—a living, not a l<i”ing (outrageous Proﬁ’c)) the way most of it is done is unethical,

ungodly, and wrong, yet many folks have accePtecJ it as the way of life.

Doing the Right Thing but Not Fo"owing the Given Procedure and Instructions

And t/7eg set the ark of God upon a new cart, and [Droug/it it out of the house of Abinadab that
was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Abio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.

— 2 Samuel 6:3

Here is a lesson that very few People pay attention to. Here we see that David wanted to move
the Ark of the Covenant from the house of Abinadab to the city of David. This was a good ’cning,
and I believe God was delighted because King Saul never even had a single ’cnougnt of doing this.
However, the goocJ and rigl-n’c thing was done in a wrong way. The riglﬁ’c instructions and

PrOCCClUT'CS were not FO”OWCC]. T]’ICFC were PT’CSCFibCCl wags and order to FOHOW W]’]Cﬂ moving and

4_



’cransPorting the ark, but these men did not follow the Prescribed order. We cannot J'ust hide
behind goocl intentions, but we must follow the Prcscribccl order and rules. lgnorance of the law
and directions of how to transport the Ark of the Covenant was no excuse. See Numbers 415 and
Exodus 25:15.

We must do the rigl'xt things) Fo“owing the right and Prescribccl order. Many times, People do not
want to follow the Prescribeci order of doing things as long as tlﬁcy do the right tl'ning. This is a
wrong, attitude. Altlﬁougl'l the actions are commendable and admirable, we must strive to do both
the rig]'mt thing and follow the Prescribcc] order of doing those tlﬁings. if only the riglﬁ’c order was
followed while transPorting the ark, this man’s life (Uzzah) would not have been lost (2 Samuel
6:7). David and these men should have known better (Numbers 4:15). It was not God’s fault
because He wasjust Fo”owing ’c]ﬂrougl-l with His commands and instructions of how the ark was to
be treated and trans- Portec:l. Doing the right tl-ning is not cnougl'x; we must follow the Prescribed

order and instructions (2 Samuel 6:3).

David violated God’s instructions and his man Paid a Heavg Price with his own life. This was David’s
fault (Numbers %:31, Deuteronomy 10:8) . Good intentions were not enouglﬁ. These goocl intentions
did not save this man’s life. If David had followed the instructions and Procedure, the story would
have been different. The ark is similar to God’s Word or say that it contained God’s Word. It can

release life and blcssing orrelease curses depending on your response.

Later, when David adjus’ced and did the rigl'l’c thing and followed the instructions given by God in
His Word, no man was killed, meaning, it was done correctlg the second time. We should always
seek to do tlﬁings God’s way. If we are doinga God tlﬁing ora good tl-ning, it must always be done
God’s way, Following the given instructions, or else we miss out on and hinder the flow of God’s

blessing in our lives.



