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Depar‘cing from the Faith

The Bible exprcsslg warns that some will depart from the faith. Al’chougl’m some do not believe it
is Possible to renounce their faith, the Word of God teaches that this is Possiblc—wlﬂiclﬁ is a sign
of the end times without a doubt. Therefore, we should be careful not to depart from the faith
because there remains no more oﬁccring for sin. We are doomed forever. Once one departs
from the faith, he or she becomes an apostate. He is a reprobatc (one who is worthless,

unaPProved and rcjec’ced).
Every man has free will either tl'leg are born again or not. Born again, believers do rc[incluis"l or
lose their free will. Tl’leg can choose to believe in the Lord, or ’cl’leg can choose to rcjec’c their
faith. Our will can be Hielded to God’s, but we still retain it.
For instance, in the New Testament, the Fo”owing dcpartecl from the faith:

a) Judas (Uohn 6:70-71)

b) Demas 2 Timo’c]’my 4:10)

o) Hymenaeus (I Timotlﬁg 1:19-20)

d Alexander @ Timothg 1:19-20)

An un&ers’canding of the answer to this c]ucs’cion will also address a common saying, “Once

saved always saved” and another “born again, then born again, again.”



I have heard an argument made by some that bg no means can a "true believer” renounce their
faith or blasplﬁcme the Holg SPirit This argument sigl"l’cs cxamplcs like Romans11:29;
Romans 8:30; Ephcsians 1:13-14; Romans 5:1;  Peter 1:18-18; 2 Corinthians 5:17. Althoug]ﬂ tl'leg have
a strong Poin’c) it is onlg argued from one side—God’s side. The side of the believer is not
addressed which Hebrews 6:4-6 and Matthew 12:3] clearly address and teach. Their argument
comple’celg eliminates the fact that Peop!e wi”mcullg believed and can willmcullg disbelieve or FCJCCt
their faith. It says notl'ling about the truth that all Christian believers still retain and have their

free will after ’cl'leg are born again.

Altlﬂouglﬁ God wants People to stay in a rclations]'lip with Him, Pcoplc can and may choose to
depart or renounce it. It is not a forced rclationship with no more choices. The Lord will not cast
anyone away from this relationslﬁip (Uohn 6:37), but we can walk away from it, renounce or
’cotallg rfject it. It must be made clear again that it’s not sin in gcneral that will cause one to "lose”

their salvation, renounce or ’co’ca”g rejec’c it. We do not lose our salvation because we sinned.

A true believer cannot /ose his salvation. You can't wake up one dag and wonder where your
salvation is or what happened to it. The word “lose,” is better described bg the words that mean
fall away, depart from, renounce and/or blasplﬁeme of the Holy SPirit.

a) You can't lose it like you would lose your wallet. You know what haPPencd toitif you no
!ongcr have it. It is not a surPrise. You can either ’co’ca”g renounce it or Blaspl'lcme the
Holg SPirit. Suicide, murder, and adul’cery can’t do it. For youto /oscyour salvation, you

would have to tota”g renounce it or blasplﬁeme the Holy SPirit.

b) Youcan’tsin away your salvation because all sinis Paid for: past, present and future sins
(Hebrews 10:12, 14) . if sin can cause you to Jose” your salvation, then which sin is it? Wlﬁg
that spcciﬁc sin, not another? We do not “lose,” fall away, rcject, renounce or depart

from our salvation every time we sin.

Hebrews 10:26-27 “For if we sin wiH:u”y after that we have received the knowledge of the truth,
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for onudgment and Ficrg

inclignation, which shall devour the adversaries.”



a) When we get born again, we do it wilH:ullg. We are not forced into it. We do not lose our
free will because we are now saved. We still retain it. This verse shows that and also uses

the word wnulcully meaning that it would not be willful if you had no will.

b) Therefore, believers can turn around and exercise their free will to rejcct their salvation
and/or blaspl'leme the Holy SPirit. Altlﬂouglﬁ the Lord does not desire this, and the
results are extreme!g severe and irreversible, a Christian believer can still choose to
renounce and rcject their Persona! salvation. True, every sin a person commits is willful,
however, these verses are sPcciFicang ’calking about the willful sin of renouncing the Lord
and/or blasphcmy against the Holy SPirit, not sin in gcncral.

It were true that atter we are born again we lose our salvation when we sin and we are
“backsld” and are in a damned state unti we repent and get back into salvation, then the
best L‘/7/ng to do would be to kill all new converts as soon as i'/?@ﬂ were saved. That would
be the on/ﬂ way i’/7(:y could ever retain their salvation. That is a foolish rc/[g/bus
doctrine.” —Mr. Andrew Wommack (Andrew Wommack’s Living Commcntarﬂ)

1. Colossians 2:6 “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk yein him:”

a) The qucs’cion I have for you is, “How did you receive the Lord Jesus Christ?” It was

’c]’xrougl"l faith.

b) You Put your trust and faith in the Lord. You did not Pemcorm or do all these gooc]
deeds to receive the Lord. lt was Purcly faith in the Lord.

o) Inthe same way you received, it is the same way you are suPPosecl to walk, and it is
the same way you can choose to clcpart from the Faith—bg withdrawing your faith
from the Lord.

2. Hebrews 6:4-5 For /#is imPossible for those who were once enlig"mtcned, and have tasted of
the heavcnly gi{;t, and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good

word of Gocl, and the powers of the world to come,

A. These verses make it clear that it is imPossiHe for a person who meets the above

requirements to be renewed or restore back unto faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. If we
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renounce our faith, we can't be renewed again into faith in Jesus as our Lord. In

other words, we can't be saved anew.

a) Pecause it is impossible to be born again, again, these verses prove that a
Christian can dcpart from or renounce their salvation but cannot be born
again, again.

. These verses are ta"dng about the rcjcction of salvation or blasphcmy. It Possible

that one can reject their salvation. Once that person does, he cannot be restored

back into their relationslﬁip with God. Tlﬁey become reProbates (Romans 1:28).

a) Inother words, a person cannot be born again, then renounce their faith, and

then be born again, again.

. Once someone is born again, he is and need not be born again, again because ’chcg
sinned, but once ’c]'leg are born again and renounce or rcject their salvation, ’cl'leg

cannot be born again a second, third or fourth time.

a) When we got born again, we weren’t forced nor are we forced to s’cag born

gain.

D We chose to enter into and acccPt this rclationship with God by simply
belicving and we exit bg J’ust disbel icving or rcjccting our salvation.

b) We should not be Preac]'xing the salvation message to those who are alreaclg
born again. T]’]eg can’t be born again, again. Theg are alreadg born again.

D We need to move from every week milk of the salvation sermons and

move on to strong meat so tl-ney canbe ma’curitg.
i We do not lose our salvation every time we sin.

c) We have an eternal redemp’cion and we have sanctified and Pemcec’ced once

and for all.



D Hebrews 5:9 And being made Pencect) he became the author of

eternal salvation unto all them that obeg him;

i Hebrews 9:12 Neither !:)3 the blood of goats and calves, but bg his own
blood he entered in once into the holy Placc, having obtained eternal
rcclcmption for us.

i Hebrews 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new
testament, that by means of deatlﬂ, for the rchemPtion of the
transgressions that were under the first testament, ’cheg which are

called mig"]t receive the Promise of eternal inheritance.

V) Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many;
and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time

without sin unto salvation.

v) HebrewslO:10 By the which will we are sanctified througl'x the omCFcring
of the bocly of Jesus Christ once for all.

vi) Hebrews 10:12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins

for ever, sat down on the riglﬁ’c hand of God;

vii) Hebrews 10:14 For bg one oﬁccring he hath Pchcctccl for ever them
that are sanctified.

D. Sin is not the reason we lose our salvation. We don’tjus’c sin it away. We disbelieve it
away or rejcc’c and renounce it. We did not get saved bg our actions and we do not

lose salvation by our actions.
E. We canrenounce, not lose our salvation.

F. There are five qualiFica’cions that these verses give that must be met before a
Christian can renounce their salvation and be reProbate. But close attention to these

five qualiﬁca’cions reveals that very few Christians believers would have to meet these



qualipica’cions because they are still immature. Therefore, few of the Christian
believers ’codag could renounce their salvation or blasplﬁeme the Ho!g SPirit and not
be Forgiven because tlﬁey are immature and do not meet these requiremcnts to hold

their total rfjection of their salvation and blasp]ﬂemy of the Holy SPirit against them.
The five requiremcn’cs are:

a) “Once cn[iglﬁ’cenecl” refers to those who have once had a revelation of Jesus
to them ’c]nrouglﬁ the Holy SPirit—John 6:44-45.

b) “Tasted of the heavenly giFt”—This is a reference to the salvation giFt, not

religion or religious Practices.

) Eplﬁesians 2:8 “For !:)3 grace are ye saved tl-lroug]ﬂ faith; and that not
of 9ourse|ves: it is the ghct of God:”

<) “Were made Partakcrs of the Ho!g Ghost” refers to receiving the ghct of the
Holg SPirit).

d) “Have tasted the good word of God”—Refers to revelation knowledge of
God’s Word).

e) The powers of the world to come—SuPernatural power and the gi{;ts of the
Holy SPirit.

G. This renouncing of the faith cannot be done bg any believer such as a baby
Christian. These qualiFications and/or rcquircmcnts can oniy be met bg a mature
believer.

a) Animmature Christian will not be held for this sin in the same way a child is not
held for certain sins if ’cl'leg aren’t old enough. Once tl-ncy are old cnougl'),
’cl’xey won’t get away with it.



Verse 6 of Hebrews 6 is saying c[early that once a person who is mature in the Lord wi”Fu“y
rejects the Lord (fall away) knowing what he is doing, he can’t be saved again (Born again,
again)‘ Our sins were Paid for once (Hebrews 10:12, 14). If we rfject it, there is no more sacrifice
for our sins. Jesus is not dying again for our sins. There is no recovery from renouncing our

faith in Jesus. Our fate is sealed.

All these requirements are Pointing to a mature Christian, not an immature Christian like Paul
was when he Hasplﬁcmec} the Holg SPirit ignorantlg and in unbelief (i Timotl'lg 1:1). This removes
the fear that could be oPera’cing in some who might think that tl'leg lost, blasphemecj the Holg
SPirit and/or renounced their faith. If you still have a heart and love for the Lord, you are not a
reProbate, you have not dcparted nor renounced your faith. if you still have a longing to pursue
and seek after the Lorcl, you have not "lost" your salvation. If it so happens that you have
renounced the Lord, b!asphcmcd against the Holg SPirit or departcd from the faith, you will
have zero desire for the Lord and the things of the Lord. You will have Plcasure in cloing Fi[thg
ungoc”y tl'lings. You will increase in committing unrigl'lteousness. You will be completcl9 immoral

with no remorse and zero desire to cl'lange. You will be complctcly givcn over to your reProba’ce

mind.

"And C/mangca/ the g/orﬂ of the uncorru/ot/ZD/c God into an /magc made lke to corrulotlf)/c marn,

and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and crcclolhg i'/?/hgs. Wheretore God also gave them up to
uncleanness t/7r0ug/7 the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: Who cﬁangca’ the truth of God into a le, and wors/wlb/oca/ and served the creature
more than the Creaftor, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile
attections: for even their women did cﬁangc the natural use into that which is against nature:
And lkewise also the men, lea ving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men Woné/ng that which is unseemly, and receving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet. And even as tﬁcy did not like to retain God in their
,énow/cq’gc, God gave them over to a rclorobatc mind, to do those tﬁ/ngs which are not
convervent; Being Hlled with all unr[gﬁtcousncss, forrication, wickedness, covetousness,

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, decert, ma/{gnfiy; w/wispcrcrs, Backbiters, haters of
God, c/csp/fc[u/, IDrouaf boasters, inventors of evl t/71hgs, disobedient to parents, Without
unc/crstana’/hg covenant breakers, without natural atfection, /}77/0/5(:3[7/6, unmercitul- Who
,énowing i'/?éjl/q/gmcnt of God, that tﬁcy which commit such i'/7/}7g5 are Wonf/y of death, not on/ﬂ
do the same, but have lo/casurc in them that do them.—Romans 1:25-32
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a)

b

“RcProbatc” refers to a sinner who is not of the elect and is Predcstine& to damnation.
One who has lost all conviction of God, unrepentant, begoncl rescue, and has been given
over to do those tlﬁings that are unspcakable. One who'is rej'cctec], unapprovecﬂ and cast

away.

We also see from these verses that once someone dcparts from the faith either through
renouncing or blasphemy against the Holy SPirit, tl'lcy have Plcasurc in cloing evil and sin,

cloing those things that are inconvenient and unrightcous.

The Unparclonablc Sin

Besides the total rej'ccting or renouncing of one’s salvation, the other way one can Jose”,

depart from, and tota”y reject the faith and salvation is bg blasphcmingtt)e Ho!g SPirit.

Matthew 12:3] “Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemg shall be torgiven unto

men: but the blasp]ﬂemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be torgiven unto men.”

a)

b

The word “Hasplﬁcme” means attributing the work of the Holy SPirit to the devil, to

revile. It is vilification (especiang against God) Strong's Concordance).

In this situation of b[asplﬁeme as well as the renouncing and total rej'cction of faith, the
same qualitications of Hebrews 6:4-6 also applg. Only a person who is mature in the
Lord can meet those requirements. Blasphemg done ignorantly in unbelief is excused
and is not counted against that person. This b!asplﬁemg against the Holy SPirit must be
done wi”tu”g with knowleclgc of what is being done. In1 Timotlﬁg 1:13, Paul said that reviled
(blaspl'lemcd) and he spokc against the Holg Spirit ignorantly in unbelief but received
mercy. This verse (Matthew 12:31) further attests to the deitg of the Holy Spirit, secing
that this sin committed against Him shall not be torgiven.

3. 1John 1:9 f we confess our sins, he is faithful andjust to torgive us oursins, and to cleanse

us trom a” UI"lT'igI’!tCOUSﬂCSS.



a) Altlﬂouglﬁ it's imPortant to confess our sins (I John 1:9), some have erroneouslg
taug}'xt that if we do not confess our sins and get born again, agaim, we wouldn't make

heaven but hell. Are we to confess our sins or confess Jesus? Which is the Priori’cy?

o) This teacl'ling makes our salvation depcnden’c on con{:cssing all our sins to make
heaven. In return, this has des’croyccl Pcoplc‘s faith because no one has ever Fu”y

and comple’celg confessed each and every sin in their lives to maximum completion.

d) We are to confess Jesus as our Lord (Romans 10:9-10) at no fail. Ac:ldi’cionally, wlﬁg

then did Jesus die on the cross if all it took was comcessing our sins to make heaven.

e) Ittakes believing, receiving, and comcessing Jesus not conFessing our sin to enter into

a re!ationsl'lip with the Lord.

4.1 Timotl-ng 4.1 Now the SPirit sPeaketl'l exPresslg, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, gving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

A. Some shall dePart from the faith

a) Furtlﬁermore, how can someone depart from the faith he has never once had?
You can't dcpart from some’c]'ling you aren't a Part OF, and you can't even do

soif you had no free will to do so.
b) “DePart“ means to "remove, clesist, desert"

D The word “dcpart” used here in this verse signipies someone walking

away from sometlﬁing and this case is salvation.

i This verse clcarlg indicates that one can depart from the faith. You
cannot dcpart from something that you have never had. So, this
scriPture among many others throws out the doctrine of "once saved

always saved.”

i This is as a result of giving heed to seclucing sPirits and doctrines of
the devils. See 1 Tim 4:2-3.



5. Hebrews 10:2% Let us hold fast the Promcession of our faith without wavcring; (for he s
faithful that Promised;)

A. Hold fast the Proacession of our faith without wavering.
a) "Hold fast” means to hold down"

b) The Greek word for "Promcession" is "HOMOLOGIA" which means

“acknowlcclgmen’c"
D Isit Possible that someone can waver?
i) Why hold fast onto somcthinggou can'tlose or chPart from?

6. 2 Timotlﬁg 2:18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past
alrcadg; and overthrow the faith of some.

A. “Who concerning the truth have errecl,”

a) ltis Possib!e toerr concerning the faith. We must continua”g renew our minds

and stay away from doctrines of the devils.
B. “saying’c]']at the resurrection is past alreacly;”

a) The resurrection is not over and done with. There remains a resurrection of
the saints at the second coming of the Lord. 2 Thessalonians 4.13-18)

b) Iif the resurrection has alrcacly taken Place, then this also is suggesting that
the return of the Lord has alreacly taken Place. This is not sound doctrine.

o) This teaching also takes away the comfort that comes from the scriPtures

conccrning the resurrection.
C. overthrow the faith of some.

a) "Overthrow" means" to overturn"
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D Bad or demonic doctrines can cause the faith of many to be

overturned.

i How can the faith of some be overthrown i once saved is alwags
saved? There are ’c]’mings that believers can do that will lead them to a
Place of departing, renouncing their faith. T]’)eg can become
reProbates according to Romans 1:23-28; Hebrews 3:12-1

i) T]’]ejus’c shall live by faith and we must endure to the end holding onto
our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

L Timotl-ng 6:12 f:igl-nt the good Figlﬁt of faith, lag hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also

called, and hast Promccssed a goocl Promcession before many witnesses.

A. Why should we hold on to eternal life if we can't clcpart fromit?
These verses below are Para”e! to Hebrews 6:4-6:

a) Hebrews 10:26-29 “For if we sin wilFu”g after that we have received the know!edge of
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for
of juclgment and Ficrg indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that
despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how much
sorer Punishmcnt, suppose ye, shall he be tlﬁought worthy, who hath trodden under
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was
sanctified, an unlﬁoly thing, and hath done dcspi’ce unto the SPirit of grace?

b) Matthew 12:31-32 “Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sin and b!asphcmg shall be
Forgiven unto men: but the Hasplﬁcmg aga/nsttl-nc Ho/ﬂ Ghost shall not be Forgiven
unto men. And whosoever speakcth a word against the Son of man, it shall be
Forgiven him: but whosoever sPeake’cIﬁ against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be Forgivcn

him, neither in this world, neither in the worldto come.

Now you mig]']t be tf’xinking, “Have | blasplﬂcmccl the Ho’y Spirit, or have I renounced my
faith?” Like in the situation of total rej'ection and renouncing of the faith, if you have
blasplﬁemed against the Holg SPirit, you will have no desire for the Lord, and you would not

be worried about it like you are. The fact that you are concerned about it is ProoF cnough
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that you have not blasP]’lemecJ the Holy Spirit. it you are rePentant, you have not tru!g
blasplﬁemed the Holy SPirit or else you would be a reProbate. When someone b[asplﬁemes
the Holy Spirit, he becomes a reProbate. That person will lose all conviction from God, he is
unrepentant, has P!easure in doing evil and wickedness altl'lougl'm he knows thejudgment of
God to come, he doesn’t care, does not like to retain God in his knowledge, God gave them

overto a reProbate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

There is a caution | want to leave with you. if we choose to live a sinful, ungocllg and
unrepentant lhcestyle, we will harden our hearts to the Lord (Hebrews 3:1%). Living in this
continual state and litestyle will geta believer to a Place and Position so far away from the Lord
and disconnected that he will be Presented with an oPPortunity from Satan to renounce and
totallg reject their faith or even blasplﬁemy of the Holy Spirit. None of these sins (Total rejection
and renouncing of the faith and blasp]ﬁemy against the Holy SPirit)just haPPen overnigtlt. Itis a
continual state of mind and lhcestyles that eventua”g leads to someone tota”g rejecting the faith.
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