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Béaring Frurt

One of the major signs of a true believer or a clisciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is bcaring fruit-~
fruitfulness. We should be out to bear fruit. We are called to bear fruit.

Our actions spcak volumes of our rcla’cionship with God. Altlﬁouglﬂ our Pcmcormances or actions
are crucial, thcy are not the root of our salvation and rigl'mt stancling with God, bu’cjus’c the fruit of
that relationship.

It takes a lot of effort and diligencc to become a fruitful Christian. Maturitg doesn't come bg

osmosis. We can’tjust pray to bear fruit.

We are called to be fruitful. Fruit is for other Pcoplc. We need to be fruitful. Trees don’t eat their
own fruit, neither should we.

Fruitful is measured by the fruit we bear that others eat from our branch. Our goocl work ought
to have fruitin it.

John1 5:16 “Ye have not chosen me, but 1 have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should 8o
and. [)r/hg forth fruit, and that your Ffruit should remain: that whatsoever e shall ask of the Father

in my name, he may give it you.”

A. Bears much fruit.

"Herein is my Father g/or/}[/éaf that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my a’/solb/cs. As the
Father hath loved me, so have I loved ‘you: continue ye in my Jove."—John 15:8-9



a) A disciple is one that bears fruit. Until we move on to the level of bcing disciples, we

can’t bear fruit. It is one thing to bear fruit, but it is another tl-ning for that fruit to

remain.
B. Fruit should remain or last.

John1 5:16 “Ye have not chosen me, but 1 have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
g0 and bring forth fruit, and that “your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the

Fatherin my name, he may give it you.” (cmpl-nasis mine)

a) Many Pcoplc do bear and can bear fruit to a dcgree. Itis one ’ching’co bear fruit, but it
is another thing a!’coge’cl')er for that fruit to remain (stay)' The fruit of the discip[e
MUST REMAIN.

b) Thereis a need for consis’cencg. Disciplcs of the Lord Jesus can be seen not only !:)9
the fruit theg bear but bg whether that fruit lasts. We can'tjust bear fruit scasona“y. It

must remain.

A A disciple is one that bears fruit that must remain and must be consistent.

C. Stay connected to the vine

John15:4-5 Abide in me, and 1 in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except jt abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. ] am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and 1 in bim, the same [m’ngctﬁ forth much frut: for without me ye can do
nof/whg.

a) Weare the brancl'les, not the vine. If a branch ceases to be connected to the vine, you

can rest assured it will cease to bear fruit.

b) 1tis the vine that bears fruit through us. All we must dois stay connected and Plugged

n.

D. Abide



John 15:5, 8 / am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and 1 in fum, the same
f)r/'n‘gct/i forth much frut: for without me ye can do noi'h/ng

a) TheWord “abide’means to “stay ” We have to remain and continue in the Lord to !:)ring
for fruit (Uohn15:2) and much fruit (Uohn 15:5, 8).

b) 1 weare goingto bring forth much fruit that will remain, we need to abide in Jesus, the

True Vine.

E. True fruit

a) Outside relationsnip with Jesus, there is no true fruit. Those who have not made the
Lord Jesus their Persona! Lord and Savior will not be able to bear fruit, let alone fruit
that will last.

b) f we are trging to diagnose a continuing issue or cha”engc that someone is clealing
with, we need to make sure that thcy are tru!g born again. without this first step, we
will never be able to come to total healing and deliverance. We need to seek to know

the condition of the root before we worry about the fruit itself.
F. Good fruits and bad fruit

Not every fruit that believers bearis good fruit.
These passages of scrip’cure give good examples of how good fruit looks like.

1) James %17 “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then /Dcaccab/c, gcnt/c, and
casy to be intreated. full of mercy and gooa/ Ffruits, without /Darf/é/lly, and without

Aﬂpocr/Sﬂ. 7
This verse describes how goocl fruit looks like.

a) Pure

b) Peaceable

c) Gentle

d) Easy to be entreated
e) Fullof mercy

P Good fruits



g Without partiality
h) without hgpocrisg.

2) Galatians 5:22-2% “But the fruit of the 5101%1}9 is /ovc,joﬂ, peace, /ongsuﬁ%r/hg gent/cncss,

gooa’ncss, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

a) Love

b Joy

c) Peace

d) Longsuﬁccring
e) Gentleness
P Goodness

g Faith

h) Meekness

) TemPerancc
G. Praise and thanksgivingto God is fruit

Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of, /Dra/Zsc to God continually, that is,
the frut of our //lbs gving thanks to his name.”

a) T]’lanksgiving unto the Lord is good fruit.
H. Fruitof r@'ltcousncss
James 3:18 “And the fruit of r{'gﬁtcousncss 15 sown in peace of them that make peace. 7

a) Rig]ntcousness must have fruit. Those who are ’crulg in riglﬁ’c stanc:ling with Him must

have the fruit of rig]'ltcousncss.
. Fruitful unto every goocl work

Colossians 1:10 “That e m[g/7t walk worf/y of the Lord unto all /0/6851}7‘% bc/ng fruitful in every
gooa’ work, and increasing in the ,énow/cq/gc of God:”

a) We are to be fruitful in EVERY good work by walking wortlﬁg of the Lord unto all

Pleasing. Not is some orjust a few.



b) One of the ways we can do thatis bg increasing in the knowledge of God.

J. Knowthem bg their fruits!

Matthew 7:16 “Ye shall know them bﬂ their fruits. Do men gatﬁcr grapes of thorns, or z[/"gS of
thistles?”

Matthew 7:20 “Wherefore [Jﬂ their fruits ye shall know them.”

a) It sad to say that sometimes the unbelievers seem to be bearing more fruit than the

believers.

b) 1 must make this clear that it is Possib!e for an unbeliever to bear fruit. That fruit will
rather be temPoral and many times, bad fruit. Fruit doesn't necessarilg equal to true

relationsl'lip with Jesus. Fruit doesn't save, but rather faith in the Lord Jesus.
c) Weare known bg our Fruits, not !:)9 our words. The fruits we Produce sPeak volumes

of who we are. Just we tell the ’cype of Plant by its Fruit, we cantell alot about a person
byjust looking at the fruit.

d Anyone can claim to have faith, but true faith is examined bg fruit, not Promcession.

e) People’s actions are an indicator of a Person’s sPiritual condition.

How to bear fruit

a) Desire the Word.

| Peter 2:1-2 "Wherefore /aﬂ/n‘g aside all malice, and all gw/c, and ﬁﬂloocr/'sics, and envies,
and all cw/s/oca,é/h‘gs, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that e may
gow tﬁcrc[yﬂ: !

D) Many Pcoplc have been born again for years but theg have been baby Christians
ever since. T]’xeg have never grown or matured. Altl'loug]ﬂ thcy are counting years

’cl’xey have been born again, tlﬁey are old Christian babies.



b

i One of the ways we begin to bear fruit is bg dcsiring the Word. An unfruitful
Christian is typically one who does not desire the word.

i Planted bg the rivers of water

Psalm1:1-3 “Blessed s the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungoc// , norstandeth

in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scorntul. But bis a’c/[g/ﬂ' /s in the law of
the LORD:; and in his law doth he meditate a’aﬂ and n[g/ﬂ'. And he shall be lke a tree

Io/ani'ca/ f)ﬂ the rivers of water, tﬁatbnhgcz% forth bis frust in bis season; his leat also shall
not W/’i'/?@f; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 7

if we are going to bear fruit, we need to be Planted by the rivers of water. The Word of
God is Pivo’cal to bearing fruit.

Continue in the Word.

John 8:30-32 "As he s/oa,éc these words, many believed on bim. Then said Jesus to those
Jews which believed on fim, /@c continue in my word, then are (e my c/tﬁscp/cs indeed- And
ye shall know the trutﬁ, and the truth shall make you free.”

D Notice here in these verses that Jesus was speaking to those that had believed on
Him. These were alrcadg believers, but ’cl'leg weren’t disciples yet, so, Jesus told
them how to become disciples. Atrue clisciple must continue in the Word which will

in return cause him to bear fruit. This is not a onetime ’c]’ming but a continual process.

i A lack of consis’cencg in the Word of God is a clear indication that one is not a
Aisciple but a convert. You are to continue until you know the truth so that the
truth you now know makes you free. The truth will notjust set you free but will

makc 9OU FFCC.

) being a believer is not all there is to relationslﬁip with God. We must advance to
bearing fruit. Going to church for one hour a week will not cut it. You need

clisciplinc, qualitg and quantity time!



o)

V) You must continue in the Word that it begins to res]'lape your thinking, IiFes’cyle,
moralitg, Philosophy, Poli’cics) opinions, values and beliefs. This is fruitfulness.

v) A person that will believe contrary to the Word of God, ho!&ing oPPosing values to

the Word for emotional reasons is not a disciple.

Without the Word of God, there is no grow’c]'m, but without continuing in it, there is no
ma’curitg. You have to continue in the Word of God if you are going to be fruitful. This
oug‘nt to be the main goal for every single Christian.

| Peter 2:1-2 "Wherefore /aﬂ/hg aside all malice, and all (gwfc, and ﬁﬂloocr/ls/cs, and
envies, and all cw/spca,é/h‘gs, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word,

that ye may grow

Many believers know some of the Word like John 3:16, Psalm 23 and so forth, but theg

do not continue therein. if we are going to bear much fruit, we want to continue in the
Word.
Bearing fruitis tied to continuing in the Word.

D Psalm119:105 "T/y word is a [amlo unto my feet, and a /[g/7t unto my /Dat/7. g

»  fwe need ligl'lt and good vision, we need the Word of God. We can't
see our Path without lig]'xt, God's Word is that lig"lt.

i Psalm 119:130 "The entrance of t/y wordls gif@fﬁ //('g/7t; it g/vci'/7 unc/crstana//hg
unto the 5//77/0/6, ”

»  fwewant undcrs’canding, it comes from the Word of God. A lack of
unders’cancling isa sign of the absence of the Word of God because
it is that which brings ligh’c and unders’cancling.

Taking heed to the Word of God.

Psalm 119:9-11 “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? [y tak/n‘g heed thereto
accora//ng to t/y word. With my whole heart have / sougﬁt thee: O let me not wander from
tﬁﬂ commandments. Tﬁﬂ word have 1 bud in mine heart, that 1 m[g/7t not sin agamst thee.”



) Disciples have a desire to take heed to the Word of God which in return cleanses
their ways hence making them fruitful. So, we can saFely say that if the Word of
God has not cleansed our way, it is because we have not taken heed to it. If we are

not fruitful, we can say that itis Partly because we do not take heed to God’s Word.
d) Doer and continue therein.

James 1:22-25 "But be ye doers of the woraf and not hearers onl, /, a/ccc/\//hg your own
selves. For /}[anﬂ be a hearer of the Woraf and not a a/ocr, he is like unto a man f)@/?@/@llhg
his natural face in a g/ass: For he beholdeth himself, and goctﬁ his waj, and si'ra[gﬁtwaﬂ
[Ofg@i‘lf’éf/? what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the locn[cct faw of //Zvcny,

and continueth tﬁcrcin, he Z)c/ng not a [ogcb[u/ hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in bis deed.”

D Some of the keg determinations of whether we will bear fruit lies in whether we are

doers of the Word, not on how much we know and the head knowleclge We possess.

e  One of the ways we do the word is by believing on the Lord Jesus (Uohn
6:23~29)

i) These verses further cmphasize the need to notjust look into the Word, but
continue in it. We can't just do it one time. If we are going to mature and become
disciples and doers of the Word, we ougl')t to continue init. The keg is in continuing,

Wejust should not stoP‘
e) Lord and Christ.

Acts 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assured: / that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have cruc/ficc{ both Lord and Christ.”

D A believer is someone who has made Jesus their savior, but not the Lord of their
claily Ihcc, while a disciple is one who has made Jesus both Savior and Lord. Every

believer should asPire and live life with the heart of making Jesus the Lord of their
life.

i When someone is your lord, he is your master. The word "Lord" means “One havin
9 9 S
power and autlﬁoritg over others. A ruler by Preeminence to whom service and

obedience are due.”



i) I we are going to bear fruit, we need to make a conscious decision to make Jesus
the Lord of our lives.

P Not conformed to this world.

Romans 12:1-2 “/ beseech you i'/?é‘rcz[orc, [Jrci'/vcn, bﬂ the mercies of Goaf that ye /Drcscni'

ﬂourbocﬁés a //V/hgsacr/f/tc, holy, acccptab/c unto God, which is your reasonable service.
And be not conformed to this world- but be e transtormed. [y the renewing of “your mind,
that ye may prove what is that gooaf and acccpta[)/c, and /Dcn[(:‘cf, will of God.”

Do you have not aligned your tlﬁinking according to God's Word nor allowed the
Word of God to sl'xapc, change or getin the way of what you believe, you will not
be a fruitful Christian.

i) You ought to let the Word of God change your opinions, beliefs, values,
Plﬁi[osophy and outlook on life. f we do not renew our minds, we will stay
conformed to this world and we will miss out on being fruitful, knowing the good,
acccPtable and Pencec’c will of God. Fruitfulness will follow the renewing of our
minds bg the Word of God.

g) Love one another.

"By this shall all men know that e are my a//Isa/b/cs, /}[ﬂcf have love one to another. "—John
15:35

i)  One of the main characteristics of true disciples is that theg love each other.

ii) Lovingone anotheris a sign or ProoF that one is a disciple or a mature follower of

the Lord Jesus.

C. Endures harclship.
V3 “you choose to bear fruit, Youcan't escape /Dcrsccui'fon, "—Rich Kanﬂa/f.

a) “Thou therefore, my son, be strongin the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the t/7/ngs

that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to fathtul



men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure ﬁaro’ncss, asa
gooa’ soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth cntang/ctﬁ himself with the atfairs
of this lite; that he may /D/(:‘85€ him who hath chosen bim to be a soldier.”—2 Timoth Yy
2:1-4

i) Paul was very careful and selective in his instructions as to who to commit these
truths to. He never committed those ‘c]’mings that were heard of him to anyone,

but to the believers who were “able to teach” and were "faithful men.”

i) These believers being described by Paul are exac’cly equivalent to the
description ofa disciple—bcaring fruit, mature, able to teach, and faithful.

b)Y "vea, and all that will lve ‘goa{/g in Christ Jesus shall sutfer /Dcrsccui'fon, —2 Timotlﬁg
A:12

i) you turn up godliness a little, you will suffer Persccu’cion. Bearing fruit will

have a Price such as Persccu’cion.



