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Avoid the APPearance of Evil

if we are goingto have victory over the flesh and sin, we need to stop acting touglﬁ around sin and
temptation. We need to flee and start avoiding the appearance of evil. Some Pcoplc try to show
how strong tl-neg think they are bg going as close as ’cheg can with sin. This is foolish and is the
very oPPosi’ce of God’s will and instructions to us. Playing strongis simply setting ourselves up for

failure.

We live in a world where Peoplc are no |ongcr 51'13 nor ashamed of evil and sin. Tlﬂeg Publicly do
the despicablc on live TV such as latc~nig|'|t shows while many are busy claPPing‘ What has
HaPPenCd to the slﬁgncss of evil? Our societies througl'l the fear of God used to be shy about sin
and evil. Adultcry and many other ungod!g behaviors were never celebrated but shunned. Today,
these Peop[e pay big money for sin and the Promotion of evil. We should be shunning evil not

embracing it.

I remember a guy in Uganda who was celebrated for lﬁaving sex live on TV. People came out on the

streets and were celcbratinga “hero”, yet he was a zero with the rim knocked off.

Sin and evil are not smart. Theg are detrimental to our lives.
e Romans 6:2% says, “For the wages of sin isdeath; but the ghct of God iseternal life througl'l

Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Those who believe otherwise are nothing else but deceived. Sin and evil have dcs’crogc& lives,

families, marriages,jobs, societies, countries, rela’cionships and so forth.

One reason we fall to sin is because we ncglcct all the warning signs and refuse to stay away or
clepart from all appearances of evil. This tcaching is designed to awaken and arouse the

cleparture from the appearance of all evil or removing the appearance of it from ourselves.



We should make all efforts to avoid evil. We should foresee it and hide (Proverbs 22:%). Our
natural tcndency is not to depart, abstain or flee from evil. It takes effort, and it must be done

delibcra’ce!g'

1 Thessalonians 5:20-22 “Despise not Prophesyings' Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Abstain from all appearance of evil.”

In these verses, Paul had spokcn about not despising Prophesying. He qua[iﬁes that bg saying
that as much as we should not be despising Proplﬁesgings, we should not blindlg accept all and
everything. We should not be gu“ib!e. We should not bejust accepting ang’clﬂing because it is a
Prophccy, but we should prove all tl'lings. We need to discern all ’cl’mings. Examine all things and
hold on to what is gooc:l.

a) Prove all ’cf’xings

) We must Pu’c evergthing to the test of the Word to know and weed out what is evil
and retain that which is good. Examine all ‘c]’mings carfncu”y.

i This is not ta”dng about going out there and try all sin and evil to know if it is evil.
That would be dumb. This is rchrring to discerning and Proving what is good
based on the Word of God.

i) Again, this is not advocatingtesting or trying out evil things to see if thcy are good.

Itis alreacly clear that thcy are evil. These verses are not ’ce”ing us to Participate.
b) Hold fast that which is good.

D Hold fastis to retain, to keep, to hold on to (Not lctgo). Many Peop!e are holding
fast on that which is evil, bad or ungodly. This verse teaches diﬁceren’cly‘

c) Abstain

D It means to refrain, hold oneself off (Strong’s Concordance). It is staying away,
kecping away, turning away, but mainly to run away from or to flee from (
Corinthians 6:8 and 1 Thessalonians 4:4-%)

i I we can take steps to avoid all kinds, forms, and appearance of evil, we can

abstain from it.



° Avoiding s key to reFraining‘ We can’t successmcully and continuouslg

refrain from what we do not avoid.

e Thisis a choice you have to make. No one can make it for you. We have to

abstain from evil and all the appearances of it.
i We can’t overcome what we are continua"y exPosccl to.

e There must come a time when we separate ourselves from certain tlﬁings to

have a continual victorg and build a momentum of success.

V) We need to create an environment that will enable us to live out our vic’cory and

minimize tcmptation.
d All (any, every, whole)

D Thisis not talking about avoiding or abs’caining from some forms of evil but ALL.
T]'mrough the power of the Holy SPirit, He empowers to avoid the appearance of
all evil.

e) Appearance of evil.

D Thisis ’calking about any view, form, kind. Have notl'ningto do with evil.

i Evilhasan appearance. Once we see that appearance, we need to start seParating
ourselves from it. Sometimes evil is veiled, but once we see anything that looks like
it, we better separate ourselves lest we are led into it.

i) We are to abstain notjust from evil—but from the appearance of all evil.

V) I we will trulg avoid the appearance of evil, we must prove all ’chings tlﬁroug]'l and
by the Word of God. Angtl'ling that does not pass the litmus test of the Word of
God must be trashed and shredded.

v) Proverbs 22:3 and 27:12 “A lorua’cnt man foreseeth the cwl and hideth himself- but
the 5//77P/c pass on, and are lDU/?I:S/ka/. 7



e We can foresee evil. Evil cloesn’tjus’c occur. It can be foreseen bg the

Prudcnt. it has an appearance that we can see.

e Weneedto flee from the appearance of evil, not evil itself. i we want to flee

from evil itself, but do not flee from its appearance, we have been deceived.

How can we avoid evil and all its appearances?

A. Enter not, Go not, Avoid it, Pass not by it, Turn from it, and pass away.

Proverbs 4:14-15 Enter not into the Path of the wickcd, and gonot inthe way of evil men. Avoid
it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.

a) Enter notinto the Patl'l of the wicked
b) Gonotinthe way of the evil men

c) Avoid it- Dismiss it

d) Pass not bg it

e) Tum from it: Deviate, do not g0 near.

P Pass away: ~ Stay away.

D This passage of scriPture said the same thing in multiple ways repeatedlg so that

we do not miss it. Which Part of this verse do we not understand?

i This verse is instructing us not to enter into the Path of the wiclcccl, nor go in the
way of evil men.

e Weareinstructed to avoid it like a P[ague. We should endeavor not to even pass

close to it, but rather turn from it and goa different direction.

i 1 we do not heed these instructions, we will fall prey to these very tl-nings that we

are being advised and given wisdom against.
B. Remove t]ﬂg Way

Proverbs 5:8-14 “Remove tl'lg way far from l-ncr, and come not nigl-l the door of her house: Lest
thou give thine honor unto others, and tlﬁg years unto the cruel: Lest strangers be filled with
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’cl’xg weal’c]n; and thy labors be in the house of a stranger; And thou mourn at the !as’c, when thg
flesh and ’c]’my bodg are consumcd, And say, How have | hated instruction, and my heart
despised reProoac; And have not obeycd the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to

them that instructed me! I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congrcga’cion and asscmb[y"’

a) We should not flirt with sin. That is not rcmoving ourselves from it. Toging with sin is

nota good idea. Those who toy and Hirt with it will fall to it soon or later.
N We will get burnt. Proverbs 6:27-28.

i Sinis not for entertainment. We Should not entertain ourselves with sin and

ungodly stuff.

We need to turn off and refute all ’c]’misjunk and garbagc‘ Our heads ad hearts
are not garbage cans. We should not allow garbage dumping.

b) A little leaven leavens the whole lamP. (Your glorging /s not gooc]. Know ye not that a
little leaven leaveneth the whole lumP? | Corinthians 5:6) and (A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lumP. Galatians 5:9)

c) Donot Put 3oursclf in comPromising and tcmPting situations—Remove 3ourschc.
C. Fromsuchturn away

Sometimes avoiding the appearance of evil is synonymous to avoiding People that could

seduce us into evil ways. We are instructed to avoid them and turn away.

2 Timothy %.1-5 “This know also, that in the last cJags Perilous times shall come. For men shall
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, Proud, blasplﬂemers, disobedient to
Parents, un’clﬂanlmcul, unf’xolg, Without natural aﬁcection, truccbreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, l-lcadg, I’xigl'nminded, lovers of
Pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denging the power

thereof: from such turn away.”
a) Turn away: ~ Avoid, keep away, stay clear.

b) Romans 16:17 “Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and

offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.”
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e)
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1 Corinthians 5:9 “I wrote unto youinan ePistle not to company with fornicators:”

Act 15:1, 5 “And certain men which came down from Judaea taug]'xt the !:)retl'nren, and
said, Excep’c ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. But
there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was

needful to circumcise thcm, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”

2 Timo’chy 3.5 “Having a form of godliness, but denging the power thereof: from such

turn away.”
1 Corinthians 15:%% “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.”
2 Corinthians 6:14 “Be ye not unequa”y 9ol<cc] togethcr with unbelievers: for what

Fe”owship hath rigl'l’ceousness with unrigl'mtcousness? and what communion hath !iglﬁt

with darkness?”

D. Behave wiscly—-Sct no wicked thing before your eyes.

Psalm 101:2-4 «1 will behave mysehc wiselg ina Pemcec’c way. O when wilt thou come unto me? |

will walk within my house with a Pemcect heart. I will set no wicked ’ching before mine eyes: | hate
the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me. A froward heart shall depart from

me: | will not know a wicked Person"’

a)

b

9

Rather than bc]ﬂaving himself Foolishly, David Purposed to behave himself wisely. This

was a decision he had to make.
" Perfect”comes from a Hebrew word that means entire, integrity, truth.

D David made a decision to behave himself in a goc”g manner with integritg and
truth, without blemish, complete, sincerelg, sound, uPrigI'xt.

This can be achieved bg removingwicked and ungoc:”g tlﬁings before him, hatred of the
ways of the wicked, a forward heart, and not knowing the wicked.

) Some People attempt to learn and know the wicked and ungodlg tlﬁings, not
David!



i He made a decision not to know nor gain know[edge of evil and wickedness.
d) We should have notl-ning’co do with evil—and its appearance.

e) "Set’meansto “Place” David was saging’chat he was not goingtop/acc or Pu’c angthing
wicked before his eyes.

E. What do we think uPon? —Watch your thoué'\ts!

a) Pl’lilippians 48 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever ‘c]’mings are true, whatsoever ’chings are
honest, whatsoever thin g5 ﬁrejust, whatsoever thin gs are pure, whatsoever tl-nings are
!ovclg, whatsoever thi ngs are of gooc] report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
Praise, think on these ’clﬂings.

b) Job 3111 made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should 1 think upona maid?

D Notice that ‘eyes” and “think” are used in’cerchangeably. This shows that what
we ook at we will think upon. This underscores the reason we should not put
any wicked thing before our eyes (Psalms 101:2-4). We can't be tcmP’ced on
’cl’xings we don’t think upon.

e We need to be careful not to allow evil and its appearance to creep in

’c]’xrougl—] what we watch and Fina”y our ’c]'lougl'xts.
i) Proverbs 23:6-7 Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither
desire thou his daintg meats: For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and

drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.

e Our life and actions will g0 in the direction of what we think upon

sPechCica“y in the direction of our Predominant thougl-nt.

e To control our actions, we must control what we hcar, see and Fina“g
what we think upon.

F. Be ye scParatc



2 Corinthians 6:14-17 Be yenot unequally 9ol<cd ‘coge’cher with unbelievers: for what Fe”owship
hath rig]'ltcousness with unrightcousness? and what communion hath !iglﬁt with darknes? And
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And
what agreement hath the tcmplc of God with idols? for yeare the ’cemple of the living God; as
God hath said, 1 will dwell in them, and walk in them; and 1 will be their God, and tlﬁcg shall be
my People. Wherefore come out from among ’c]'lem, and be ye scParate, saith the Lord, and

touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.

a) This is not ta”dng about isolation but scparation and rcmoving ourselves from the

ungodly and the appearance of all sins. There is an enormous difference!
b) Come out from among them.
. Make no Provision for the flesh

Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not Provision for the flesh, to
fultillthe lusts thereof-

a) The word ‘;Drowﬁsion ”means ”forctﬁoug/zt”. Itis ’c]ﬂrougl-n Forc’clﬂought that we supply
the flesh to fulfill its desires.

b) For the flesh to fulfill its lust, it has to be fed and Proviclccl for. f we do not feed it or
Provide for it, we will not fulfill its lust.

o) This further underscores the imPortance of avoiding and Hceing all appearance,

shapc, or form of evil.

D We need to watch for what we expose ourselves to lest we make Provision for

the flesh.

. Deny ungocuincss and live a gocuy life.

Titus 2:11-14 “For the grace of God that bringetl'l salvation hath aPPearcd to all men, Teaching
us that, clcnying ungoc”incss and worlc“y lusts, we should live sobcrlg, righteouslg, and goc”g,
in this present world; Looking for that blessed l‘IOPC, and the g[orious aPPearing of the great
God and our Savior Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he migh’c redeem us from all

iniquity, and Puri?g unto himself a Pcculiar People, zealous oFgood works.” (Emphasis mine)



a) I we do not dcny (contradict, rg’cct and disavow, a[)ncgafc) this ungodliness and
worlc”y lust, we can't live soberly, rightcouslg and godly in this present world.

b Denying (contradict, r?(:‘ct and disavow, a[mcgat@) this ungodliness helps us to

remove all appearance of evil. we should not accePt it.
i) Denging ungodliness is also a way of abs’caining from all appearances of evil.

c) Notice that God wants us to live godly and rig"ltcous in this PRESENT WORLD! Not

just the world to come.

i) One of the best ways to live goc”g in this Presen’c world is by abs’caining from

the appearance of all evil.
I. Watch out for the ungocuy

Psalm 1:1-3 “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungoc”g, nor standeth in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his dcliglﬁ’c is in the law of the
LORD; and in his law doth he meditate dag and niglﬁt And he shall be like a tree Plantec] bg
the rivers of water, that bringetl-n forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall Prospcr.”

a) Walk not in the counsel of the ungoc“g.

D One way we can avoid the counsel of the ungoc”y, standing not in the way of
sinners and no’cjoining with sinners in their Pursui’cs, and sit not in the seat of
the scornful (Proud People) is !:)3 avoiding and abs’caining from the

appearance of evil.
i The counsel of the ungocﬂlg refers to the wisdom of this world that is oPPosecl
and is contrary to the Word of God. It is the oPinions, ideas, advice and

consultations of the world.

b) We should have our dclig"lt in the Word of God instead of the tlﬁings and counsel of
this world.

J. Purhcy 3ourscllc.



1 John 33 And every man that hath this hopc in him Purhcictlﬁ himself, even as he is pure.
a) Which hopc’? The hopc of seeing Him as He is (Verse 2).

b) The word “Puritieth’ here means to Sanc’ciﬁj (make clean—S’crong’s Concordance)

which litcra”g means to separa’ce oneself from sin unto God.

D Whenwe sanctiFg (separatc) ourselves, we are abs’caining fromthe appearance

of all evil.

i This purification is referring to our soulish man. Our spirit man is alread
P S P Y
PuriFied, Pemcectccl forever, and sanctified (1 Corinthians 1:30; Hebrews 10:14).

o) Whois pure?
) Jesusis pure
i) Our Spirit man is also pure.
K. Not conForming to this world.
Romans 12:1-2 | beseech you there?ore, brethrcn) bg the mercies of God, that ye Present your
bodies a living sacrifice, I’)olg, accePtable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that yemay
prove what is that good, and accep’cablc, and Pemcect, will of God.

a) One way to avoid the appearance of evil is not to be conformed or fashion ourselves
alike as this world, it’s systems and way of life. One of the Primary ways we do that is
by taking heed to the word of God and renewing our minds throug"l it.

b) The other way is by Presen’cingyour bodies a living sacrifice

L. Setboundaries:

a) As a leadcr or PaStOF set boundarics FOF HOUT’SC[F SO 3OU CJO not Fa” or comPromiscl

D Alack of boundaries is one reason for F3—fall, faint, and fail (F3).
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b) We must establish boundaries within our Personal life and ministrg that would ensure

our longevitg.

D We need to take serious necessary Preven’cive measures to avoid the traPs of

success. Success or failure in ministry comes down to heart issues.

c) Your associations are one of the most imPortan’c choices you will ever make.

d) Build goc“y re!ationships. Relationslﬂips will getyou where God wants you to go.

M. Guard your heart and mind

a) There are certain things I won't c]o, Placcs I won't go, and Pcop!e I wouldn't have as

close friends.
b) Excuse 5ourselF from things that comPromisc your godlg values.
o) The devil will try to lag a trap for you. Be sensitive to the Lord’s lcading.

d) God has been good to me; how then can I do such a terrible ’c]’ming and sin against my
God (Genesis 39:9). I'm not doing it. I'm not sinning;

e) You don't have to do something ungoc:”g because it's legal.

P Havea good attitude,/ Excellent SPirit.
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