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As | have lOVCCl HOU‘—THC new commandment

For some Pcop!e, when tl‘le hear love, thcy think of romantic or sexual kind of love. Actua”y,

what most People today call love is notl'ling but lust.

Love is not alwags ta”dng about a romantic kind of love. There is a God kind of love, notjust an

earthlg or worldly kind.

if | were to ask some People what the second greatest commandment is, ’clﬁeg will boldly say,

“Thou shalt love ’cl’my neig]’xbor as you love 9oursc|1c."

D Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudgc against the children of tlﬁg
Pcop!c, but thou shalt love thy ncighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.

i Thetruthis you can’tlove your ncigl'lbor as you love yourselF. Youjust can'tdoit.
Whoiis your ncighbor?

Your ncighbor s notjust someone who lives close to you. This can be a person sitting close to

you but above all someone who crosses your Path.
What if you don'tlove 30ursclf?
a) The truth is that you can’t love ’chy neigl'lbor as goursch if you don’t love HourselF. J
couldn’t tell you how many People that do not love themselves. What lﬁaPPens if you love

9oursclac todag but don’t tomorrow?

b) We need to find a much more consistent and fixed basis or standard to love our

ncigl’mbor. Loving ourselves is not it.



if this (Leviticus 19:18) is the 2nd greatest commandment, then the effort is on you! This makes it
g 9

Prac’cica”g imPossiblc' Doing ‘c]’mings to show that you love your neig]'lbor doesn't alwags mean

you do. To me, this seems to be more of an outside action than a heartfelt and originatcc] love.

This kind of love can have dissimulation and Hypocrisy init.

However, loving your neig‘nbor as the Lord has loved you can't be faked. 1t has to flow from the
inside out. It's long~|asting and it goes far. This love of God controls your actions from the inside

out while the OT law controls Peop!e’s actions from the outside.

A. 1John 4:10-11, 19 “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his son
to be Propitiation for our sins." Beloved, if God so loved us, we ougl'lt also to love one

another.” We love him, because he first loved us.

a) The greatest demonstration of love is not us loving God but God loving us—Huge
difference! Before we ever did angthing lovely and loveable, God loved us. So, God’s

kind of love was indepcndent of our actions and our gooclness.

b) Jesus lOVCCl us M(C no Otl’ICr. He lOVCd us ngOﬂd reason or ang reason we can come

up with. His love for us is extravagant.

c) Additiona”g, we see that Love gjves. When God loved, He gave. Love can’t be

demonstrated or manifested to its fullest without actions.
D We must have actions to second our love.

e 1John»8 “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue;
but in deed and in truth.”

B. John P34-35 “A new commandment | give unto you, that ye love one ano’cher; as | have loved
you, that ye also love one another.” John 15:12 “This is my commandment, that ye love one

ano’cher, as I have loved you.”

a) New Commandment. This is not something that the discip!es knew or had heard of. It

was brancl NEW.



b) We are to love one another. How? As He has loved us. John 15:12 says, “This is my

commanclment, that ye love one ano’cher, as I have loved you.”

c) Thisis not a command to love God or about loving God. It's a command to love others
as Christ has loved us. Huge difference! It’s one thing to love your neigl‘nbor as you

love yourse!ﬂ but it’s all another level to love others as Christ loved you. Why?

D It’s Practica”y impossible to do so if you have never received Christ as your

Lord or never received His love for you.

i) You can’t gve what you dor’t have. First, you must receive it before you can

gveit.
e Youcant give what you don’t have.

i You can’t love another if you have never been loved or have never received

!OVC.

V) God is not asking you to do what He has not demonstrated IN you and at
you. He is not askinggou to do what you are not equipped to do.

d Godis ca”ing you into a Pcrsonal rela’cionship with Him that will reveal His love for
you and then you can turn around and love your brother and neighbor as He has

!OVCCl 3OU.

D So, before we can even consider loving others as Christ loved us, we must ask
ourselves if we have ever received the love of Christ. You can onlg withdraw

what is in your account. Empty account = Zero withdraw.

e If you are s’cruggling to love another, it’s Probablg because you have not received

God's love for you or you do not have a revelation of it.



D) Why? Because a revelation or a reccption of God's love will release us to love

one another. That's whg the Lord said as f have loved you./

C. 1 John 2.7-8—If you hate your brother, you aren’t wa”dng in this new commandment. You
aren’t loving others (gour brother) as Christ has loved you.

a) The OT commandment Lev 19:18 quotcd in the NT (Matthew 22:37-40, Romans 15:9~
10, Galatians 5:14, and James 2:8) has been rePealed and swallowed up by the new
and suPerior command of loving others as Christ has loved us—Christ kind of love

(unconditional love).

“Owe no man anytlﬁing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.
For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt
not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is brieﬂg
comPrel'mendecJ in this saying, namcly, Thou shalt love thg neigl’xbour as ’c]'lyselmc. Love worketh
no il to his neig"lbour: therefore, love is the Fulﬁ”ing of the law.” —Romans 1%:8-10



