Acknowleclge Him in Al thg Wags

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own undcrsfana//hg Inall i'/y ways
ac;énow/ca’gc /7/m, and he shall direct t/zg /oat/75. 7

—Proverbs 3:5-6

One dag | was reading these passages, and I wanted to read them with fresh eyes, and as |
did, 1 saw somctl'ling that I have missed for a while. | started mcdi’ca‘cing on it and I have seen the
value in how this is working in my life. By no means am | saying that | have done this Pcmcect!g, but
I have started, and it is b!cssing me.

Every believer should have a desire to be led by the Lord. It is to our benefit if we let the Lord
lead us. We will be victories and will avoid many Potcntial errors, traps, and mistakes many have
made and fall into. | Persona”y desire above all to be led bg Him and | try to live my life trying
reﬂcc’cing that. God’s abi!itg to lead us is greater than our abili’cy to follow Him the same way His
grace is greater than our sin and His love greater than our failures. If we want to be led bﬂ Him,
He will. If you want to hear God, you will, and you do. lpgou do not want to miss God, you won’t.
He will see to it that you do not. Relax! Rest! Chilll You are in goocl hands. He put those desires in
your heart and He will meet them.

O LORD, | know that the way of man is not in himself: /£ 15 not in man that walketh to direct bis
si'cps.

—Jeremiah 10:23

We weren’t created to be selmc—depcndent We were created to be dcpcndent upon God and to be
led bg Him. As we walk, we need to have the Lord as the one directing our steps. This same Point



is rePeated in Proverbs 20:24 “Man's goings are of the LORD; how can a man then understand

his own way?”

I have learned that we will expericnce victory and success to the degree we get help from the
Lord. Some People get more hclp from the Lord and the Holy SPirit than others not because it is
the Holy Spirit who chooses who He responcls to more than the otl-lcr, but He resPonds to us
based on how much we acknow[edg@ Him and bring Him in our lives. If we want our steps to be

directed by the Lord, there are tl-nings we must do. It does not haPPen au’coma’cica”y.

But the Com[ori'cr, which is the Ho[g G/?OSZ', whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all t/7/ngs, and br/n(g all f/7/}7g5 to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

—John 1426

The Holg Spiri’c is called the comforter. This word “comforter” comes from the Greek word
“Parakletos” which is from two Greek words (Para which means “besides”) and another word
“Kaleo” which means “call.” This means “called to one’s side, espcciauy called to one’s aid”—
T]’lagcr’s Dictionary. The Amplhcicd Version says defines comforter as “Counselor, Hc{ocr,
Intercessor, Ac/vocai'c, Strcngtﬁcncc Stana/[zg. 7

The Point I want to make is that the Ho!y SPirit helps some PCOPIC more than others because we
allow Him to and ask for His help as the lﬂelper. You determine to what degrce you get I’xelp from

the Lord—more or less. This underscores a greater need of acknowleclging Him.

Acknowlecﬂging the Lord could be as simple as getting His nod, asking for His inPut or

direction before we make decisions and gielding to Himin all our ways.

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own unc/crstancﬁh‘g. Inall L‘/y ways
ac;énow/ca"gc /7/m, and he shall direct t/y /Dat/75. 7

—Proverbs 3:5-6
a) Theword “Acknow!edge” means to know, recognize the Lord. One version says, “give ear

to him” (Bible in Basic English), et him lead you” (CEV), “Remember the LORD” (Good
News Bible) and “Listen for GOD's voice” (Message).



b) We need to know, recognize, gjve ear to Him, let Him lead us, remember Him, and listen for
His voice in all our course of life. We need to learn to inquire of Him. This is true

acknowledging of the Lord. Angtning else is doing our own tlﬁing'

Acknowledging the Lord is hcaring God and Fo"owing Him. If we have not heard the Lord and are

not Fo”owing Him, we are not acknowlcclging Him.

David was known for inquiring of the Lord in his ways and the results he got each time he
inquirccl of the Lord spcak for themselves.

“Then tﬁcﬂ told David, saying, Behold, the FPhilistines z[/g/zt against Keilah, and L‘/my rob the
tﬁresﬁ/h‘gf]oors. 2 Therefore David /hqu/rca’ of the LORD, saying, Shall 1 g0 and smite these
Philistines? And the L ORD said unto David. Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah. 3 And
David's men said unto him, Behold, we be atraid bere in Judah: how much more then if we come to
Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? + Then Dawb’/nqw’rca’ of the LORD yet again. And
the LORD answered him and said, Arise, g0 down to Keilah; for / will deliver the Philistines into
thine hand.”

—1 Samuel 23:1-4

a) Here we see David cultivating a habit of inquiring of the Lord which is simplg
acknowledging Him. David went to the Lord for inPut and direction. He wanted to be led
bg the Lord and it reaPed benefits. When we incluire of the Lord, when we acknow[edg@
Him, when we let Him lead us and gjve ear to Him, recognize Him and getto know Him, He

will answer us, but we must bring Him in for us to get the help we need from Him.

D After God told him to g0 and Figi‘it the Philistines, he went and spokc to his men
and because ’cl'ieg were afraid, tlﬁey tried to talk him out of the lcading of the Lord.
This is a common tlﬁing that many Pcoplc do. some Peopie will try to talk you out
of what God has called you to do, but you need to stick with it and cnange not.
Fear is one reason Peopie tryto talk us out of what God is leading or sPeaking to

us to do.

i David went back and incluircd of the Lord yet again. He did notjust g0 with the
advice of his men. He inquirec] of the Lord yet again. Of course, this was not
necessary because God had spoken to him and told him to £0. God was not going

to clﬁange his instructions.



i) Many of us do the same thing in some instances. We know what the Lord is tclling
us to do, but we try to talk ourselves out of it and go ad seek or try to hear again
from Him l'loPing for a different answer. Well, God did not cl‘nange His direction to
David.

V) f we choose to ask the Lord and acknowlcclgc Him, we need to follow His

guidancc.

b) some People get more I’xelp than others because tlﬁey bring God in, let Him lead them,

listen for His voice, acknowleclge Him and remember Him before their decision making‘

) We will exPeriencc vic’cory and success to the degree that we let the Lord lead us bg

acknowledging and inquiring of Him in our decision~ma|<ing process.

But when the FPhilistines heard that tﬁcy had anointed David L/'ng over Israel, all the Philistines
came up to seek David- and David heard of it, and went down to the hold. 18 The Philistines also
came and. slorcaa’ themselves in the Va//Cﬂ of R 6P/73//77. 19And. Davia’inc]u/}'cd of the LORD, saying;

Shall 1 go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto
David, Go up: for | will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 20 And David came to
Baa/~locrazﬁn, and David smote them t/7@rc, and sa/'af The LORD hath broken forth upon mine
enemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he called the name of that /D[ace Baal-

Iocrazﬂn. 21 And there tﬁcﬂ Jett their images, and David and bis men burned them. 22 And the
Philistines came up et again, and slorcaa/ themselves in the va//cy of R 6P/73//77. 23 And when David
/hqu/rca/ of the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not goup; but tetch a compass behind them, and come
upon them over aga/hst the mu/bcrrﬂ trees. 24 And let it [7@, when thou hearest the sound of a
gomng in the tops of the mu/fycrrﬂ trees, that then thou shalt bestir t/ysc/ﬁ for then shall the
LORD go out betore thee, to smite the host of the Philistines. 25 And David did so, as the L ORD
had commanded bim; and smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gazer.

—2 Samuel 5:17-22

a) Here is another time where David went and inquired of the Lord. He ac\mowlcdged the
Lord and He spoke to him and gave him victory over the Philistines. Shortlg after that, the
enemy rose again. Guess what David did? He went and inquirccl of the Lord as before, but
this time God gave hima tota”g different strategy from the one He had gjven him earlier on
how to deal with the Philistines.



D The ’cemPtation here for David and all of us is to try to aPP19 what worked
gestcrday for todag’s much needed victory without ’caking it before he Lord,
acknowleclging Him, inquiring of Him, listcning for His voice, le’cting Him lead, and

remcmbering Him.

b) When David went before the Lord, he got fresh direction/ leading from the Lord. His
acknowledgingomc Him saved his bacon. He received fresh direction from the Lord because
He remembered Him, let Him lead him, listened for His voice, rccognized Him, and gave ear
to Him. lnquiring of the Lord caused David to win and it will do the same for all of us. Lord,

help me live this out more consistentlg.

1 Samuel 30:7-8 And David said to Abiathar the /Dr/ést, Abimelech's son, | pray thee, [Jr/ng me
hither the 610/700/, And Abiathar broug/ﬁ thither the cloﬁoa/ to David. 8 And Da v/a’/hqu/rca/ at the
LORD, sayns, Shall 1 purstie atter this troop? shall I overtake them? And he answered him,
Fursue: for thou shalt surc[g overtake f/7€/77, and without fail recover all.

a) Again, David inquirec] of the Lord and he received tremendous results. This will be true
for us. When we acknowledg@ the Lord, listen for his voice, recognize Him, remember Him,
and let Him lead. Because He did this, he was able to not only defeat the enemy, he
recovered all—not some, but ALL, and got addition througl'n sPoils (1 Samuel 30:19-20).

2 Samuel 2:1-2 And it came to pass atter this, that Da vic//hqu/rea/ of the LORD, saying, Shalll go
up into any of the cities of Judah? And the LORD said unto him, Go up. And David said, Whither
shall 1 g0 u/D? And he said, Unto Hebron. 2 So David went up thither, and his two wives also,
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and. A[)[ga//Naba/ 's wite the Carmelite.

a) Still ontrack, David inquired of the Lord if he should goup and live into the cities of Judah
and God said to him “Go uP.” David did not stop there. He asked the Lord where
sPechCica“y and God rcplicd Hebron. David could have lived ina hell of a city, but because
he had the Lord, he not only received the general will of God which was to ‘go,” but also
got the sPechCic will which was Hebron. Shortlg after David inquirccl of the Lord where to
live sPechcicauy and the Lord said “Hebron.” David became king over the house of Judah
while in Hebron and ruled For7.5 years (2 Samuel 2:11). Would this have haPPcned if he did
not geta sPechCic Placc was in another city? | do not think so. Possibly it could have taken
!ongcr.

“Notice that this was during the most difficult time of David’s life. He did not just do what he
felt was good, but he went and asked the Lord. David was still God~dcpend)ent even cluring
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a time of stress, crisis, danger, and turmoil. We should learn the same lesson: not to act out of
distress or pressure but £go and hear from the Lord first before we take any s’ceps forward.
We need to develop a habit of inquiring of the Lord in our decisiommaking. David is a good
example of this c}'laracteristic.Althouglﬁ he did not do it all of the time, there are times where
he continua”9 sougl'lt the Lord before making any major decision. For more examples of this,
read 1 Samuel 23:2-4 and 1 Samuel 50:8"’-/0}75 DPavid and Other K/hgs, Lite lessons for
Toa/aﬂ (Rich Kanya//)

2 Samuel 6:1-4 Again, David gaf/ufrea/ togctﬁcr all the chosen men of lsrac/, t/why thousand. 2
And David arose, and went with all the /DCOID/C that were with him from Baale of Judah, to br/ng
up from thence the ark of Goaf whose name is called bﬂ the name of the LORD of hosts that
awelleth between the cherubims. 3 And If’/?(fﬂ set the ark of God upon a new cart, and f)roug/ﬁ it
out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and (zzah and Ahbio, the sons of Abinadab,
drove the new cart. + And tﬁcﬂ broug/ﬁ it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah,
accompanﬂ/hg the ark of God- and Abio went before the ark.

a) Shortly after David had exPericnced success by incluiring of the Lord, he made a mistake

that cost a man’s life.

b) David went to bring the ark of the Lord back to Jerusalem from the Philistines. This was a
gooc] tlﬂing, but David did not acknowlcdge or inquire the Lord as he had done in the Past.
At least it is not mentioned of which 1 believe if he did, the Lord would have mentioned it.

D He did not gjve ear to the Lord in this initiative, he did not listen for His voice and
he did not remember the Lord, nor did he recognize Him. He went and took the ark
and Placed it on a new cart because it was on an old cart which the Philistines had
put it on. It was not the Lord who told David to make a new cart nor transport iton
a cart. Again, this was not the [eading of the Lord, but an idea of the Philistines
that David followed blindly'

c) David was scclcing the Lord in times of trouble but took for grantccl sccking the Lord in
the area of serving Him. We need to acknowlcdge and inquire of the Lord in all our ways—

this includes times of trouble and serving Him.

d) 1 Chronicles 15:14-17 So the /Dricsi's and the Levites sanctitied themselves to br/ng up the
ark of the L ORD God of Jsrael. b2 And the children of the Levites bore the ark of God

upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses commanded. accora//hg to the word
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of the LORD. 16 And Da v/a’sloo,ée to the chiet of the Levites to a/D/DOIhL‘ their brethren to
be the singers with instruments of music, /Dsa/ter/es and /73505 and egmba[s, souna//hg [y
//}[i,‘/h‘g up the vorce W/’L‘/y'oﬂ. 1750 the Levites 3IL7/DO/thC3/ Heman the son of Joel- and of fis
brethren, Asalo/i the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan
the son of Kushaial;

D The children of the Levites were the ones to carry the ark upon their shoulders
with the staves thereon. It was not to be on the cart, or carried any other way !:)3

other People.

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the . ORD with all thine ﬁearl',- and lean not unto thine own una/erstana//hg
Inall L‘/y ways aciénow/ec/ge him, and he shall direct t/y loaf/ms.

a)

b

9

d

We are to trust in the Lord with all our hearts (SPiri’c and Soul). Trusting the Lord is the
oPPosi’ce of ieaning onour own understanding. In other words, we cannot do both. It’s one

or the other. If we are not trusting the Lord, we are leaning on our understanc:ling.

It goes on to say thatin ALL tl-ig ways acknowledge Him. Are you acknowledging the Lord
in all your ways? Thisis saying in ALL our ways, not some ways. It is not sPeaking of afew
areas, esPeciaug the hard ones or ways we can’t handle. We need a habit of trusting and

depending onthe Lord in everg’c]'iing we do.

One reason our Patl'is aren’t directed is that we have not acknowledged Him. Our ways
and Pa’cns are directed by the Lord to the degree we recognize Him. If we aren’t ge’cting
direction or if our steps don’t seem to be directed, one ’cl'iing could be that we have not

acknowledged Him in all our ways.

This is not meant to condemn anyone but to encourage us to pursue His acknowledging
Him, remembering Him (not an ai;terthouglﬁt), iis’cening for His voice, giving ear to Him and
!etting Him lead in whatever we do. No one is going to do this Pencectlg, but we will

exPerience success in our endeavors to the degree that we do.

Jeremiah 10:23 O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: 1t is not in man that walkett
to direct bis steps.



a) We were not created to opcra’ce independentlg of Him the same way our bodies can’t be
inclepenclcnt of Oxygen or cars inclependent of gasolinc‘ We begin to lose ground and

even’cua”g die if we eliminate, ignore, the Lord in all our ways.

b) Le‘cting the Lord know about your Plans or ge’cting Him up to spce& with what you are
doing is notacknow[edging Him.

c) Runningto the Lord as our last resort after cverytl'ling has failed is notacknowledgingt]ne
Lord. Itis simplg acknowledging our failure. God wants to be involved in every area of our

lives to direct our Patl-r i we let Him.

d Many of us want to acknowledgc the Lord in the ma_}'or things but that doesn’t haPPen
because we are not acknowleclging Him in the smaller matters. We need to start with the

small and we will do the same in the biggcr ones. We need to be faithful in least, first.
Proverbs 16:9 A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth bis steps.

a) Manhasa part to Play inthe Lord dirccting his steps. He must devise or Plan his way. Man
does the Planning, not the Lord but as he does, the Lord directs His Patl‘l. I believe this is
another way of acknowledgingthe Lord. Aswe Plan, we Plan with His leading' Again, there

is no’c]'ling that we are called to do alone.

Psalm 32:8 / will instruct thee and teach thee in the wayy which thou shalt go:/ will gu/a’c thee with

mine eye.

a) Directing our Path and steps is done bg the Lord ’c]'lrougl-n teaclﬁingand instructing us. You
can’t instruct and teach a person who never comes to class. I we want to be guided,
’caugf'xt, and instructed in a way to go we must acknowledge Him. Acknowledging Him s like

sl'xowing up for class.

b) I1saiah 30:21 And thine cars shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This 15 the wadj, walk ye
in it, when ye turn to the r/"g/n‘ hand. and when ye turn to the left.

o) lIsaiah 48:17 Thus saith the LORD, tﬁﬂ Redeemer, the Ho[g One of Israel- 1 am the Lord
tﬁﬂ God which teacheth thee to lorofit, which leadeth thee [y the way that thou shouldest
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d) Isaiah 4910 T/my shall not /7ungcr nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for
he that hath mercy on them shall lead t/icm, even [y the spr/hgs of water shall he gu/a/c
them.

D Godisinthe business of lcading and guiding us. Aguide must be followed if we are
to benefit from His guidancc' i we do not acknowledge him and act as if he is not

Presen’c or does not know what he is cloing, we will not benefit from his guiclance.

e) James!:5If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that givctlﬁ to all men libera”y, and
uPbraideth not; and it shall be gjven him.

D) Acknowledging the Lord involves asking Him for wisdom in areas we are [acking in.
i we do not ask, we aren’t acknowledging the Lord and we miss out on what we

could have received.

i I we are not asking the Lord, we are not acknowledging Him because He knows
better than us, bg far.



