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2 Kings 7—l_essons from the four lePers

2 Kings 7 Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the LORD, Tomorrow
about this time s/4//a measure of fine flour /e soldfor a shekel, and two measures of barleg for
a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. Then a lord on whose hand the kingleaned answered the man of
God, and said, Behold, /#the LORD would make windows in heaven, migl-nt this thing be? And he
said, Behold, thou shalt see /#with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. And there were four
lcprous men at the entering in of the gate: and thcy said one to another, Why sit we here until we
die? f we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine /s in the city, and we shall die there: and
if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if
tl'xey save us alive, we shall live; and if tl-lcy kill us, we shall but die. And tl-lcy rose up in the twiligl‘nt,
to go unto the camp of the Sgrians: and when ’cheg were come to the uttermost Part of the camp
of Syria, behold, #ere was no man there. For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear
a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, cver the noise of a great host: and tl-ncy said one to
another, Lo, the king of 1srael hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the
Egljptians, to come upon us. Wherefore ’cl’meg arose and fled in the twiligl'nt) and left their tents,
and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life. And when these
lcpcrs came to the uttermost part of the camp, thcy went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and
carried thence silver, and go[d) and raiment, and went and hid /4 and came again, and entered into
another tent, and carried thence /50, and went and hid /= Then thcy said one to another, We do
not well: this dag /5a dag oFgood tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning, lig]'lt,
some mischief will come upon us: Now therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's
household. so tlﬂeg came and called unto the porter of the city: and ’cheg told them, saying, We
came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, #hcre was no man there, neither voice of man, but
horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as tl'xcy were. And he called the porters; and ’cheg told
/#to the king‘s house within. And the king arose in the niglﬁ’c, and said unto his servants, I will now
show you what the Sgrians have done to us. Tl-ncy know that we /e l’xungry; therefore are ’cheg
gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When ’clﬂeg come out of the city, we



shall catch them alive, and getinto the city. And one of his servants answered and said, Let some
take, I pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, tlﬁey are as all
the multitude of Israel that are left in it: behold, / saty, they are even as all the multitude of the
Israclites that are consumed:) and let us send and sce. Tlﬁey took therefore two chariot l'norses;
and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. And tl'leg went after them
unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way was full oFgarmcnts and vesse!s, which the Sgrians had cast away
in their haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king‘ And the Pcople went out, and
spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was so/d for a shekel, and two
measures of barleg for a shekel, accordingto the word of the LORD. And the king aPPointccl the
lord on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate: and the People trod upon him in the
gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spoke when the king came down to him. And
it came to pass as the man of God had spokcn to the king, saying, Two measures of barlcy fora
shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be tomorrow about this time in the gate of
Samaria: And that lord answered the man of God, and saicﬂ, Now, belﬁold, i/ the LORD should
make windows in heaven, migl-rt such a thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine
eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. And so it fell out unto him: for the Peop!e trod upon him in the
gate, and he died.

1. SPcalc the Word
2 Kings 7:1 Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the LORD, Tomorrow
about this time s/4//a measure of fine flour /e soldfor a shekel, and two measures of bar!eg

for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.

a) Had it not been by the Word of one man of God who knew his authori’cy, believed God
and acted in faith sPcaking the Word (Propl-nccy), this could not have haPPened.

b) Most Pcoplc onlg sPeak death and the negative word of the Doctor, not the Word of
God.

c) Many Pcoplc were Probablg Praging for God’s intervention, but no one spoke forth
their faith.

2. Believe to see

a) The “ordwhose hand of the A/h‘g/canca/ "missed out on one of the greatest Provisions
of his life and in addition to that, he was killed in the process.
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b)Y Psalm 2713 4 had fainted. unless 1 had believed to see the gooa’ncss of the Lord in the
land of the //'V/hg 7

D Hwe do not believe the Word of the Lord, we won’t Partake in the results of it.

Matter of fact we won't see it.
i We have to believe to see. bclicving s seeing. Seeing is not believing.

i) Additiona”g, another cxample of this is the four lcpers. Thcy were lepcrs yet
Elisha had healed Naaman the Syrian. If these lepers had believed, tlﬁey would
have been healed.

c) People don’tjust get healed off of another Pcoplc’s faith. Tl-lcy have to believe to

receive. Healing doesn’t come bg 0smosis.
D There are reasons wlﬁg some Pcoplc are healed while others aren’t.

i Miracles don’t lﬂaPPen because oﬂ'us’c compassion, need, hope, desire or

sympatlﬁg.

d) Four lepcrs turned from famine and guaranteecl death to a more than enough
Provision—mcrom atamine to a feast and abundant riches. I we continue to believe God
and step out in faith, God can turn our situation around instantlg—troubles into

’criumplﬁs'
3. Indecision is a decision. Inactivity is activity. Not to sPcal( is to sPcak.

a) The four lepcrs made some decisions-risky decisions.

D Risk of death
i) Guaranteed death

b) T]’]eg had three oP’cions:
) Stay Pu’c
i Gointo the city (where was famine)

i Surrender to the Syrians.



c) Options D and i) were guaranteed death, option three was a risk of death or Po’cen’cia!
death. Itis clear that oPtion three was the best oPtion.

d) 1 we want to make sound decisions like these !ePers, we need to determine, choose or
evaluate all our oPtions in ligl'xt of our altcrnativcs, then onlg shall we come to the best

oPtion amonga”.

D Because all our oPtions are not the best or Positive, it is no reason for

inac’civi‘cy. There is always an oP’cion better than the rest.

Examplc:
o TrumP
o Hi”arg
o Stein

The best option of the three imPemCect People was TrumP. Some might claim that Stein

was a better person, but she could not win. TrumP was the better oPtion that could win.
e) Whg sit here until we die? Do somcthing.
4. ProsPcritH for all

2 Kings 7:11-18 “And he called the porters; and If’/?Cﬂ told it to the L/'ng’s house within. And the
,é/ng arose in the n[g/7t, and said unto bis servants, 1 will now show you what the Syrians have
done to us. Tﬁcy know that we be Aungrﬂ,- therefore are t/w:y gone out of the camp to hide
themselves in the freld, saying, When t/m:y come out of the city, we shall catch them alve, and
getinto the city. And one of bis servants answered and said, Let some take, | pray thee, fve
of the borses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, tﬁcy are as all the multitude of
Israel that are left in it: behold, / say, t/w:y are even as all the multitude of the lsraclites that
are consumed.) and let us send and sce. T/my took theretore two chariot /iorscs,- and the k/'n‘g
sentafter the host of the Sﬂrfans, saﬂ/ng Go and see. And i’/?ci‘ﬂ went atter them unto Jordan:
and, lo, all the way was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their
haste. And the messengers rcturncaf and told the ,é/ng And the /Dco/D/c went out, and SPO//CO/
the tents of the Sﬂnians. So a measure of fine Hour was sold for a 5/76;é€l and two measures
of. éar/Cﬂ for a shekel accora’/hg to the word of the LORD. And the ,é/ng a/D/DO/hfca’ the lord
on whose hand he leaned to have the c/mggc of the gate: and the /DCO/D/C trod upon him in the
gate, and he died, as the man of God had said. who sloo,éc when the ,é/ng came down to him.
And it came to pass as the man of God bad. sloo,écn to the L/'n‘g; saying, Two measures oﬁ)ar/cﬂ
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for a shekel, and a measure of fine Hour for a shekel, shall be tomorrow about this time in the

gate of Samaria:
a) Prosperity is not only for us. We ought to share it and be a blessing to others.
b) We ought to be a blessing to others (Ephesians 4:28).
<) Itis His will that we prosper all the way.

D Psalm®5:27 Let them shout for jou, and be glad, that favor my righteous cause:
"] 5 g st
yea, Jet them say continually, Let the LORD be ma(gm}[/eaf which hath /D/655U/‘6
in the /Droslocr/'tﬂ of his servant.

i) 2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound unto you; that e,
ha w’nga/waﬂs all suﬁ[/c/'en% n cvcrﬂtﬁ/hg may abound unto every gooa/ work:

5. Another stratcgg

a) Mang times, we are tcmpted to emplog the same strategg that worked in the Pas’c for
’codag’s much-needed victory. A closer look at the scriPtures reveals sometl'ning qui’ce
different. God harc:”y used the same battle P!an twice.

D The Jericho strategy was not used again. This similar tragecjy of victory and
Provision was never used again. Manna from heaven was never used again. God
still Provicles and will Provide, but He doesn’t !:)9 default employ the same
strategy as before. He mixes it up. Heis unPredictab[e if we aren’t tuned in and

seeking Him con’cinua”g

b) We need to continua”g be in tune with the Lord to be led afresh in every situation. We

should not default in taking the same instructions as given in the Past.
c) God can deliver us from similar situations in many different ways.

6. God of the Instantaneous.

a) God oPerates inthe gradual as well as the instantaneous. We need to believe that God

can and will do t]’mings instantly for us.



b) These lcpers saw the power of God that took them from a famine to feast— ins’cant!y.

c) Not onlg did theg eat, but they also became wealtlﬁg. God is in the business of turning

out situations around even in an instant.
7. More than conquerors.

a) 2Kin g5 716 For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots,
and a noise of /70r5@5, cven the noise of a great host: and tﬁcﬂ said one to anot/7@r,
Lo, the ,é/ng of Israel hath hired against us the Lin‘gs of the Hittites, and the ,é/n‘gs of
the Eggpt/éns, to come upon us.

D Amorethana conqueror is one who gets all the benefits and sPoils of the war

without gighti ng,

i The children of Israel got an astounding victory and tremendous wealth, all
without a gig]ﬂt.

i The children of 1srael (Samaria), ’c]ﬂrough the lepcrs and the Word of Elisha,

exPericncecl victory and Provision‘

iv) Romans 8:37 “Nadj, in all these t/71hg5 we are more than conguerors tﬁrougﬁ him
that loved us.”

8. The outcasts

a) God worked a Powemcul miracle through the so-called society rcjec’cs. Althoug]'l ’clﬂeg
were rcjectcd by society, theg chose to do what was rig]'mt anyway. Tl’leg could have
had hatred and ill against their fellows, but tlﬁeg didn't. Tlﬁey weren’t having a “rejec’c

mcntalitg.”

b) God has a habit of doing’c]'lings in the least exPectccl way. No one could or would have
Predic’ced God doing this ’c]')rouglﬁ lePers—yct He did.

c) We should be careful about the way we treat one another. Our victorg could lie in how
we treat one another. No one is better than the other because of what theg have or do

not have.



D Your Possessions, social status, wealth, education, Position or qualhcication,
!ooks, eloquencc, Popularity or Fame, do not make your better than another
erson to devalue or overlook them. Had it not been bg the grace of God, you

would also be found wanting'



